
Patrick Administration Identifies Priority Development and Preservation Areas in 

Central Massachusetts  

WORCESTER - Monday, January 6 The Executive Offices of Housing and Economic 

Development (HED) and Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) today announced the 

release of a regional planning study that identifies priority development and preservation 

areas for the 40 communities that make up the Central Massachusetts Regional 

Planning Commission (CMRPC) region.  The CMRPC Land Use Priority Plan was a 

collaborative effort between the Executive Offices of Housing and Economic 

Development, Energy and Environmental Affairs, MassDOT, CMRPC and local 

stakeholders.  The report builds upon previous regional planning efforts completed 

during the Patrick Administration, including the 495/Metrowest Development Compact 

Plan in which eight CMRPC communities were previously included. These plans, often 

referred to as “Land Use Priority Plans,” serve as the cornerstone of the 

Administration’s Planning Ahead for Growth Strategy, which consists of four core 

elements: 1) identifying promising places for growth and preservation, 2) creating 

prompt and predictable zoning and permitting, 3) investing in public infrastructure to 

support growth in promising places, and 4) marketing identified locations to businesses 

and developers.  

The report provides an overview of the process and methodology used to identify 

Priority Development and Preservation Areas (PDAs and PPAs) in the CMRPC region.  

The report serves as a first step in identifying the locations where development and 

preservation efforts should be targeted in the future to maximize the benefits of public 

and private investment and to grow the region while ensuring that residents and 

employees in Central Massachusetts continue to experience a high quality of life. 

The CMRPC region stands to benefit greatly from increased coordination among local, 

regional and state actors. The report facilitates coordination by identifying priority 

locations for growth and preservation that are consistent with municipal desires, 

regional considerations and statewide goals.  Incorporating these priorities into future 

land use decisions will result in a more sustainable and prosperous region for residents 

of the 40 CMRPC communities, as well as all citizens of the Commonwealth.  

With the completion of the Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission 

(CMRPC) LUPP, a total of 123 communities are now included in a LUPP that identifies 

priority development and preservation areas at the local, regional and state level.  This 

total constitutes approximately one-third of all Massachusetts municipalities. 

For more information on Planning Ahead for Growth, please visit: 

http://www.mass.gov/hed/economic/eohed/pro/planning/ 

http://www.mass.gov/hed/economic/eohed/pro/planning/

