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MINUTES 
Equipment Committee 

June 3, 2014 
 

Present: Vice Chairman, Chief Kevin Roy, Fitchburg Fire;; Jim Barclay, Royalston EMA; Jeff 
Wilson, Ret Oxford Fire Chief; Chief Dean Kochanowski, Dudley Fire; David Cruz, EOPSS; Chief 
Sheri Bemis, Oxford Fire for FD-7; Michael Dunne, CMRPC and Mark Widner, CMRPC.  
 
Call to Order: Vice Chairman Roy called the meeting to Order at 12:40 PM 
 
Minutes: The Draft Minutes of May 6, 2014 were presented for approval.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Barclay to approve the MINUTES. The Motion received a 2nd from 
Chief Kochanowski and were so Voted. 
 
Financial: Mr. Dunne presented the financial statements. They were included in each member’s 
packet.  
Open Projects: 

1. Mr. Dunne reported the GPS for DPW’s course had been completed and the GPS units 
distributed. He noted that 6 towns did not attend. The City of Worcester has contacted 
CMRPC and would like to receive their unit – Mr. Dunne stated he explained to them 
that attendance at the course was a requirement. 
Mr. Dunne advised the committee that Chief Lozier is willing to do another class – after 
discussion it was agreed not to do another DPW class at this time but to allow the towns 
that didn’t attend to go to another region’s course if available. 
Also, to discuss adding a GPS for EMD’s to the FFY14 course and allowing them to 
attend. In the interim the GPS units will be kept at CMRPC. 

 
New Projects: 

1. FD-7 Tech Rescue Equipment: Chief Bemis. 
Chief Bemis asked the Committee to approve FD-7 using the balance of the FD-7 Tech 
Rescue Training Funds for Equipment that was identified during the courses as needed. 
The amount remaining from the original $243,200 will be approximately $42,948.49. 
Chief Bemis brought the committee up-to-date on the FD-7 Training and explained that 
funds were still available after paying the BF/OT and DFS for the course presentations. 
She noted that during the training items were identified that were needed for the team 
to function to their newly trained capacity.  
Chief Roy stated his was ok with using the funds available but that he could not support 
additional funding as FD-8 had used their funds for equipment and the towns had picked 
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up the training costs. He noted this had been part of the original discussion with FD-8 
when they opted to take the training funds. 
Mr. Dunne asked that FD-7 look over the FD-8 list that has already been bid and use 
those items where possible – this will allow quick delivery as the items can be procured 
off the existing contract. Chief Bemis indicated they would do that. 
Chief Kochanowski made a Motion to approve the request of FD-7 to use the balance 
of funds remaining from FD-7 Tech Rescue Training for the purchase of Tech Rescue 
Equipment. The Motion received a 2nd and was so Voted. 

2. Box 4 Canteen: Mr. Dunne stated the applicant, Box 4 Canteen was not present, but 
that he had met with the applicant and would present the proposal. HX: Box 4 Canteen 
is a non-profit associated with Worcester Fire and runs a canteen service for disaster 
and other public safety events. We have previously funded them for an ice maker, 
refrigerator and freezer. The canteen has made 84 responses since it went into service 
including all multiple alarms fires in Worcester, some multiple alarm fires in the region, 
served MSP at the Boston Marathon (Hopkinton), the funerals of BFD members killed in 
LOD as well as some other events related to public safety. 
They are seeking $11,049 for portable light towers (battery operated) and pop-up 
shelters. The lights would be used around the canteen during night operations to 
illuminate the area creating a safer area to walk around; the pop-up canopies would be 
used to allow those being served a place to sit out of the weather. Currently people are 
served the food and they either sit on the ground or sit in/on an emergency vehicle on 
scene. By having the canopies in place those responders could get under cover and eat 
the food in a comfortable setting – it would also allow another space for rehab. 
A Motion was made by Chief Kochanowski to approve $11,049 as requested by Box 4  
Canteen. The Motion received a 2nd from Mr. Barclay and was so Voted. 

3. Shrewsbury Fire – HazMat Pro Training System: 
An application seeking funding for HAZSIM Software was distributed to the committee. 
There was no one present from Shrewsbury Fire to discuss the proposal. 

• It was noted the proposal consisted of a letter and was not on a regular PJ. 
• Application lacked endorsement from Fire District Chiefs. 
• A Motion to table the Shrewsbury application and to notify them to submit a 

PJ and Chiefs letter of recommendation was made and approved. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:00 PM. 

Minutes taken and prepared by Michael Dunne, CMRPC. 


