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CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Transportation Planning Committee Meeting Minutes 
July 28, 2016 

At CMRPC Offices, 2 Washington Sq., Union Station, 2nd Fl., Worcester, MA  01604 
 
Attending: 
Vice Chair: Richard Baker, Boylston 
John Knipe, Shrewsbury 
Phil Joinville, Auburn 
Dick Williams, Rutland 
Jeff Howland, New Braintree 

Bob Hassinger, Grafton 
Otto Lies, Holden 
Guest: Kathleen Keohane, Shrewsbury, CMRPC 
Executive Committee 
Guest: Karyn Currieirn, Student 

 
Staff:  
Mary Ellen Blunt, Transportation Program Manager 
Todd Fontanella, Transportation Project Manager 
Janet Pierce, Executive Director 
Nick Burnham, Associate Transportation Planner 
 
1. Around-the-Room Introductions 

Vice Chairperson Baker opened the meeting at 6:00 P.M., and asked for around the room 
introductions. 
  

2. Approval of the June 30, 2016 T-Committee Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from the June 30, 2016 meeting were considered for approval. Dick Williams motioned 
to accept the minutes and was seconded by John Knipe. All members voted unanimously to 
approve the minutes. 

 
3. CMMPO Business 

• Potential Action: FY16-19 TIP Amendment #4 
Mary Ellen Blunt reviewed the proposed FY16-19 TIP Amendment #4 that the CMMPO released 
for a 30-day public review and comment period at their June 29th meeting. She said that there 
were minor changes to some of the highway projects since the last T-Committee meeting: 

• Project #607176 – Shrewsbury and Westborough – Resurfacing and related work on Route 9 
– increase cost by $2,265,358 using Statewide STP. The new total project cost is 
$16,164,678. Additional environmental work has increased the total project cost. 

• Project #608170 – Sturbridge – Sign and Pavement Marking Installation and Upgrades, 
Limited Roadway Improvements and Related Work on Brookfield Road (Route 148) from 
Main Street to Brookfield Town Line would be changed to Sign and Pavement Marking 
Installation and Upgrades, Limited Roadway Improvements and Related Work on Brookfield 
Road (Route 148), from Interstate 90 to Brookfield Town Line. The updated project cost 
would be $740,350. This project was scaled back due to the original project limits being 
within an urbanized and rural area, and the funding source applies to rural areas only. 

• Project #608169 – Dudley – Sign and pavement marking installation and upgrades and 
related work on Dresser Hill Road (Route 31) from State line to Town line. The funding 
source will be switched to Statewide HSIP instead of Statewide HSIPR.  
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Ms. Blunt reviewed the transit projects included in the proposed Amendment. She provided an 
updated that the WRTA did not receive grant funding through Federal Transit Administration’s 
Low or No (LoNo) Emission Bus Program for three diesel-electric hybrid buses, but has not 
heard anything about the Bus and Bus Facilities Program application.  

 
Ms. Blunt added that there were no comments received during the public review and comment 
period. John Knipe added that the CMMPO Advisory Committee voted to recommend CMMPO 
approval of the proposed Amendment. 

 
On a motion from Dick Williams and a second from Jeff Howland, the members 
unanimously endorsed a favorable recommendation of the FY16-19 TIP Amendment #4.  

 
• Potential Action: Draft FY 17-21 TIP 

Ms. Blunt discussed the draft FY17-21 TIP that the CMMPO released for a 30-day public review 
and comment period at their June 29th meeting. She highlighted the projects that had minor cost 
increases, due to updated cost figures from MassDOT. She stated that in FY18, the WRTA 
requested a placeholder project using unencumbered highway funding to purchase two new 
vehicles. MassDOT District #3 offices commented at the CMMPO Advisory Committee meeting 
that they objected the project and asked for its removal due to cost increases for other 
programmed highway projects that the leftover funding would be utilized. Ms. Blunt added that 
the CMMPO Advisory Committee voted to recommend approval of the FY17-21 TIP without the 
WRTA project in FY18.  

  
Bob Hassinger questioned if the members were voting to approve the FY17-21 TIP as presented 
or without the WRTA project in FY18. A discussion ensued regarding the vote with or without 
the WRTA bus purchase project. An additional discussion took place amongst the members 
regarding the CMRPC Commission Bylaws and how the CMRPC representative to the CMMPO 
were to vote based on the recommendation of the T-Committee. The members asked Janet Pierce 
to research into the matter. Ms. Pierce read language from the 2016 Annual Ballot. The members 
discussed revising language to the 2017 Annual Ballot to clearly define how the T-Committee 
recommendation votes are reflected by the CMRPC representative to the CMMPO. 
 
On a motion from John Knipe and a second from Bob Hassinger, the members 
unanimously endorsed a favorable recommendation to remove the WRTA Bus Purchase 
project from FY18, and approval of all remaining projects in the FY17-21 TIP. 
 

• Potential Action: 2017 Unified Planning Work Program 
Ms. Blunt stated that there were no changes to the draft 2017 UPWP as last presented except for 
one comment from MassDOT Office of Transportation Planning to move Element 4: Other 
Technical Activities to include a ‘Local Technical Assistance’ task to show when staff is working 
with communities within the region on a specific project.  
 
On a motion from John Knipe and a second from Dick Williams, the members unanimously 
endorsed a favorable recommendation of the 2017 Unified Planning Work Program.  
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• Potential Action: LRTP (Mobility2040) Amendment #1 
Ms. Blunt reviewed Amendment #1 needed to the LRTP (Mobility 2040) and said the Route 20 
reconstruction project in Charlton and Oxford would need to be condensed into one project, due 
to its inclusion on the draft FY17-21 TIP. She said the project is currently listed as two separate 
projects; Auburn/Oxford in the 2021-2025 funding band and Oxford/Charlton in the 2026-2030 
funding band. 

One comment was received during the public review and comment period regarding the 
availability of funding in the 2026-2030 funding band and if the Route 9 resurfacing project in 
West Brookfield could be considered in that five year band. A 25% design public hearing is 
anticipated to be held at the end of the year and the project cost is around $12 million. She said 
that the CMMPO Advisory Committee voted to recommend approval of the LRTP Amendment 
#1 including the West Brookfield project in the 2026-2030 funding band. She added that staff is 
awaiting comment from MassDOT District #2 offices and Office of Transportation Planning 
regarding a status update on the project. 

Phil Joinville questioned if the 4% per year inflation rate is factored in and if the project design 
would take multiple years to be completed. Ms. Blunt said that the project cost is at current rates, 
but the 4% per year inflation would be calculated if the project were to be included in the LRTP. 
She added that the design would not take ten years to complete, but there are no other realistic 
funding sources for the project available at this time. 
 
On a motion from Bob Hassinger and a second from Dick Williams, the members 
unanimously endorsed a favorable recommendation of the LRTP (Mobility 2040) 
Amendment #1, including the Route 9 resurfacing project in West Brookfield in the 2026-
2030 funding band. 

 
4.  Notice of Proposed Rule Making – MPO Coordination 

Ms. Blunt gave a PowerPoint presentation regarding the USDOT Notice of Proposed Rule 
Making for MPO Coordination. She said the reasoning of proposed rulemaking is to strengthen 
coordination across urban areas, promote regional approach, and strengthen the voice and role of 
the MPO in the transportation planning process. MPOs that currently share an urbanized area 
(UZA) may have to either adjust their boundaries to be the only MPO in a planning area, merge 
with adjacent MPOs, or coordinate with other MPOs in planning area to jointly develop unified 
planning products. 
 
The proposed rulemaking would affect about 142 MPOs out of 409 total MPOs nationwide. 
Governor(s) and MPOs can determine if multiple MPOs are needed in one planning area due to 
size and/or are complexity. She said that the docket closes at the end of August and sometime in 
the fall, USDOT will publish the final ruling. She added that the proposed rule would not affect 
RPAs in Massachusetts, as they were created under State legislation. She said in Massachusetts it 
would be up to the State to decide if RPAs would remain MPOs or re-organized differently.  
 
She discussed the MPO Commission that was created by State Legislature to collect feedback 
regarding Massachusetts MPOs and the proposed rulemaking. She asked members to provide 
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comments to staff, as staff will be collecting comments to submit to the docket. She said that the 
CMMPO Advisory Committee had multiple comments, specifically what would happen if an 
MPO with multiple states in the UZA could not agree about how to proceed. Ms. Blunt stated that 
once staff received all comments, they would be brought to the next CMMPO, CMMPO 
Advisory Committee, and T-Committee meetings. There was a discussion amongst the members 
about needing additional information about the proposed rule and how it could affect the 
CMMPO before formulating any comments. 

 
5.  Staff Updates – T-Committee Chair Process 

Ms. Blunt noted that CMRPC Commission Chairman Denny Drewry would need to appoint 
someone to the position of T-Committee Chairman. She asked members if anyone were interested 
in the position. Bob Hassinger stated that he would be interested in serving, if there were no other 
interested parties. Ms. Blunt said she would inform Mr. Drewry and the matter would be 
discussed at the August CMRPC Executive Committee meeting. 

 
6. Upcoming Meetings 

• CMMPO Meeting: Wednesday, August 3rd at 4:30 PM 
• CMMPO Advisory Committee Meeting: Wednesday, August 24th at 3:00 PM (tentative) 
• CMTPC Meeting: Thursday, August 25th at 6:00 PM (tentative) 

 
7. Adjournment 

Upon a motion by Dick Williams and a second from Jeff Howland, the members unanimously 
voted to adjourn at 7:03 PM.      


