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CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Transportation Planning Committee Meeting Minutes 
January 29, 2015 

At CMRPC Offices, 2 Washington Sq., Union Station, 2nd Fl., Worcester, MA  01604 
 
Attending: 
Chairperson:  Phil Joinville, Auburn 
Bob Hassinger, Grafton 
Dick Williams, Rutland 

Richard Baker, Boylston 
Otto Lies, Holden 
Denny Drewry, Westborough

 
Staff: 
Larry Adams, Executive Director 
Mary Ellen Blunt, Transportation Program Manager 
Nick Burnham, Assistant Transportation Planner 
 
1. Around-the-Room Introductions 
 

Chairperson Joinville opened the meeting at 6:00 P.M., and asked for around the room 
introductions. 
 

2. Approval of the January 8, 2015 T-Committee Meeting Minutes 
 
Minutes from the January 8, 2015 meeting were considered for approval. Richard Baker 
motioned to accept the minutes and was seconded by Bob Hassinger. Dick Williams abstained 
from voting, as he was not present and all members voted in favor. 

 
3. CMMPO Business 

 
Proposed TIP Amendment: Potential Action Item – Approve Changes to #607181, 
Northborough/Marlborough Interstate Maintenance on Interstate 290 
 
Mary Ellen Blunt reviewed the proposed amendment #1 to the FY15-FY18 TIP highway project 
listing. Project #607181, Northborough/Marlborough – Interstate Maintenance and related work 
on Interstate 290, currently programmed in FY15, would add $3.2 million from Interstate 
Maintenance funding and $412k from Statewide Stormwater funding. The updated total project 
cost would be $12.055 million.  
 
Dick Williams and Bob Hassinger stated that more information about the project and the reason 
for the cost increase were needed before making a decision to approve the changes. Mr. 
Hassinger said that the scope of the project should be provided, and the additional work that 
MassDOT would be doing in order to justify the cost increase. Ms. Blunt advised that she would 
request more information about the project from MassDOT. Phil Joinville asked if the cost 
increase to this project would affect any other projects listed in FY15. Ms. Blunt said that it 
would not affect any other projects.  
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Mr. Hassinger suggested to the group that they vote not to approve the changes. He asked that 
Mr. Joinville, the CMRPC representative to the CMMPO, obtain more information about the 
project and question the cost increases at the next CMMPO meeting. Richard Baker added that if 
the T-Committee vote is important, then the committee needs more information about what they 
are to vote on in a timely fashion.  
 
Upon a motion from Bob Hassinger and a second from Dick Williams, the members 
unanimously voted to not approve changes to #607181 – Northborough/Marlborough  - 
Interstate Maintenance and related work on Interstate 290 due to a lack of detailed 
information about the project and justification for the cost increase. 
 
Approved Administrative Modification: 605588 Worcester/West Boylston – Interstate 
Maintenance and related work on Interstate 190 and Ramp at Route 12 
 
Ms. Blunt provided information about the approved administrative modification to the FY15 
highway project listing. Project #605588, Worcester/West Boylston – Interstate Maintenance and 
related work on Interstate 190 and Ramp at Route 12 would decrease the cost of FY15 Interstate 
Maintenance funding from $14.9 to $14.3 million, add $1.23 million in Statewide Stormwater 
funding in FY15, move FY16 Bridge funding to FY15 and combine with current FY15 Bridge 
funding for a new total of $3.5 million. The overall cost of the project has increased and the total 
cost would be $19.053 million. The CMMPO approved the modification at their January meeting. 
 
TIP Presentation Meeting Discussion 
 
Ms. Blunt announced that the TIP Presentation Meeting has been re-scheduled to Wednesday, 
February 11th, due to inclement weather. All projects that are scheduled to present are at the 25% 
design plan stage and a community official must be present. She referred to the TIP Presentation 
Process guidelines and the information required from project proponents. Each project will have 
ten minutes for the presentation and an additional five minutes for questions and answers. She 
added that projects currently programmed in FY18 would be invited to the March CMMPO 
meeting to provide project updates and latest cost estimates.  
 
The invited communities, projects, and estimated costs are as follows: 

• Leicester - #606346: Route 56 resurfacing, $2.20 million 
• Millbury - #605377: Reconstruction of McCracken Road and Greenwood Street, $7.1 

million 
• New Braintree - #605035: Reconstruction of Ravine and Hardwick Roads, $2.39 million 
• Oxford - #606206: Reconstruction of Charlton Street, $3.467 million 
• Paxton - #607250: Route 31 resurfacing, $3.399 million  
• Upton - #606125: Reconstruction of Hartford Ave North/High Street/Hopkinton Road, 

$8.695 million 
• West Boylston (MassDCR) - #607734: Route 12/140 rehabilitation and storm water 

improvements at Wachusett Reservoir, $2.501 million 
• West Brookfield - #606517: Route 9 resurfacing, $2.220 million 
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4. Mobility2040 Draft Report Chapters 
 

Mary Ellen Blunt introduced the draft report of Mobility 2040. T-Committee members were 
provided a hard copy of the materials and Ms. Blunt reviewed the draft outline that listed the 
contents of each of the four chapters and the information that would be forthcoming. She said 
staff made the draft document as succinct as possible and would put more information in the 
technical appendix. She added that the 2012 RTP was over 500 pages, and Mobility 2040 aims to 
be 175-200 pages.  
 
She advised that staff is looking for comments and feedback on whether the information included 
is valuable, and does it tell the reader what they need to know about a certain topic, etc. She said 
the plan identifies the region’s needs, what projects need to be funded, and added that the RTP 
should feed into upcoming TIPs. She added that there was no deadline to submit comments, but a 
final draft would be brought to the CMMPO in the springtime. 
 
Phil Joinville questioned if CMRPC has been approached about the re-development of the Canal 
District in Worcester. Ms. Blunt replied that a portion of TIP funding is being used for 
improvements on Harding Street and there may be funding available to re-define Kelley Square. 
Possible improvements at Kelley Square would include: better definition of the island, improving 
curbing, more lighting, and enhanced pedestrian crosswalks. The group discussed the possibility 
of roundabouts and other improvements in Kelley Square. 

 
5.  Staff Updates 
  
 New MassDOT Transportation Secretary Stephanie Pollack 
 

Ms. Blunt announced that Stephanie Pollack has been named the Secretary of Transportation 
under the Baker/Polito administration. She said that Ms. Pollack has an extensive background in 
transportation policy and is alternative mode oriented, continuing the direction of MassDOT 
initiated by former Secretary Davey. 

 
6.  Upcoming Meetings 
 

• CMMPO TIP Presentations Meeting: Wednesday, February 11 at 4:30 PM 
• CMMPO Advisory Committee Meeting: Wednesday, February 25 at 3:00 PM  
• CMTPC Meeting: Thursday, February 26 at 6:00 PM 

 
7. Adjournment 
 
 Upon a motion by Bob Hassinger, the members unanimously voted to adjourn at 7:00 PM. 

     


