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CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Transportation Planning Committee Meeting Minutes 
January 8, 2015 

At CMRPC Offices, 2 Washington Sq., Union Station, 2nd Fl., Worcester, MA  01604 
 
Attending: 
Chairperson:  Phil Joinville, Auburn 
Bill Coyle, Auburn 
Bob Hassinger, Grafton 
Jeff Howland, New Braintree 

Richard Baker, Boylston 
John Knipe, Shrewsbury 
Otto Lies, Holden 
Ali Khorasani, Worcester 

 
Staff: 
Larry Adams, Executive Director 
Mary Ellen Blunt, Transportation Program Manager 
Robert Raymond, Assistant Transportation Planner 
 
1. Around-the-Room Introductions 

Chairperson Joinville opened the meeting at 6:00 P.M., and asked for around the room 
introductions. 
 

2. Approval of the December 4, 2014 T-Committee Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from the December 4, 2014 meeting were considered for approval. John Knipe motioned 
to accept the minutes and was seconded by Jeff Howland. Bill Coyle abstained from voting, as he 
was not present and all members voted in favor. 

 
3. CMMPO Business 

 
TIP Presentation Meeting Scheduled 
Mary Ellen Blunt announced that the CMMPO TIP Presentation Meeting has been scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 28th. She said that staff has contacted the communities whose projects were 
deemed eligible by CMMPO requirements for TIP presentations. The projects will be vying for 
programming in FY19, under the FY16-FY19 TIP. Project proponents have been asked to 
provide a brief presentation and a one-page progress report. At the February CMMPO meeting, 
projects currently programmed in FY18 will be invited to provide updates and latest cost 
estimates.  
 

4. I-90/I-495 Interchange Improvement Project Presentation and Discussion 
Mary Ellen Blunt highlighted a MassDOT PowerPoint presentation regarding the I-495/I-90 
Interchange Improvement project. The project may be listed in the CMRPC 2016 LRTP, but 
current funding sources for the project are unknown. If listed in the LRTP, project funding and 
resources are required to be identified.  

 
 She said the project was established as part of a MassDOT planning study that outlined current 

issues and the need for improvements. Congestion issues due to the toll plaza have long plagued 
the interchange, but the toll plaza will be non-functional as of July 2016, and may not be 
immediately removed. The goals of the project are to eliminate weaving movement conflicts, 
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improve interstate-to-interstate design, reduce congestion and travel times, and minimize 
environmental impacts.  

   
 She reviewed each of the three initial design concepts that MassDOT has crafted. Concept 22-3 is 

the most compact design with the least amount of impact. This design aims to remain as much in 
the right-of-way as possible, but is the most expensive due to the amount of new bridges 
proposed. Concept 14-5 proposes removing one ramp and all other existing ramps to remain with 
modifications. Concept 14-4 is similar to the current layout and allows all existing ramps to 
remain with modifications. The conceptual cost estimates do not include engineering, mitigation, 
or right-of-way costs, and are calculated with 2014 dollars.  

 
 Bob Hassinger asked how far in the future MassDOT has planned for and if the designs take into 

consideration future expansion. Ms. Blunt replied that the preliminary traffic modeling plans 
show estimated conditions in 2035. She added that Concept 14-4 might be the preferred option 
because it is the least expensive design, and still significantly reduces peak period congestion and 
travel times.  

 
 Bill Coyle suggested that the project design should factor in future expansion, depending on the 

conditions in 20-30 years. Ms. Blunt commented that build-out concerns are minimal because the 
area is largely developed and environmental impacts may prevent further development. The 
group discussed factoring in higher speeds to the design with the removal of the toll plaza. Ms. 
Blunt agreed to provide feedback on ensuring that future expansion is not precluded in whatever 
design is selected. 

 
 Phil Joinville inquired about an estimated timeframe for the project. Ms. Blunt replied that it is at 

least five years away, and could be further depending on project design and funding. She said that 
costs shown are current costs and that FHWA requires a four percent increase for inflation each 
year.  Bob Hassinger asked when possible toll revenues and other funding sources would be 
available. Ms. Blunt answered that she hopes to learn that soon for the LRTP. There was a group 
discussion about project funding and toll revenues. 

 
5.  Staff Updates 
 There were no additional staff updates. 
 
6.  Upcoming Meetings 
 

• CMMPO Meeting: Wednesday, January 14  at 4:30 PM 
• CMMPO Advisory Committee Meeting: Wednesday, January 28 at 3:00 PM  
• CMMPO TIP Presentations Meeting: Wednesday, January 28 at 4:30 PM 
• CMTPC Meeting: Thursday, January 29 at 6:00 PM 

 
7. Adjournment 
 
 Upon a motion by John Knipe and a second from Jeff Howland, the members unanimously voted 

to adjourn at 6:30 PM.      


