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CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Transportation Planning Committee Meeting Minutes 
February 26, 2015 

At CMRPC Offices, 2 Washington Sq., Union Station, 2nd Fl., Worcester, MA  01604 
 
Attending: 
Chairperson:  Phil Joinville, Auburn 
Bob Hassinger, Grafton 
John Knipe, Shrewsbury 

Richard Baker, Boylston 
Otto Lies, Holden 
Ali Khorasani, Worcester 

 
Staff: 
Rich Rydant, Transportation Project Manager 
Nick Burnham, Assistant Transportation Planner 
 
1. Around-the-Room Introductions 
 

Chairperson Joinville opened the meeting at 6:00 P.M., and asked for around the room 
introductions. 
 

2. Approval of the January 29, 2015 T-Committee Meeting Minutes 
 
Minutes from the January 29, 2015 meeting were considered for approval. Otto Lies motioned to 
accept the minutes and was seconded by Richard Baker. Ali Khorasani abstained from voting, as 
he was not present, and all members voted in favor. 

 
3. CMMPO Business 

 
2019 Potential TIP Projects – Presentation and Discussion 
 
Rich Rydant stated that at the February CMMPO meeting, project proponents for potential TIP 
projects in 2019 were invited to give presentations. He summarized the TIP presentation 
guidelines that each project presented was at the 25% design plan stage and has full support from 
the host community. At the March CMMPO meeting, projects currently programmed in FY18 
were invited to provide status updates and latest cost estimates. Listed below are the potential TIP 
projects for 2019 TIP programming: 
 

• Leicester - #606346: Route 56 resurfacing and related work, $2.3 million 
• Millbury - #605377: Reconstruction of McCracken Road and Greenwood Street, $7.1 

million 
• New Braintree - #605035: Reconstruction of Ravine and Hardwick Roads, $2.2 million 
• Oxford - #606206: Charlton Street reconstruction, $3.460 million (*Unable to attend 

February CMMPO meeting and will present project at the March meeting) 
• Paxton - #607250: Route 31reclamation, $3.5 million 
• Upton - #606125: Reconstruction of Hartford Ave North/High Street/Hopkinton Road, 

$8.965 million 
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• West Boylston - #607734: Route 12/140 rehabilitation and storm water improvements at 
Wachusett Reservoir, $2.040 million 

• West Brookfield - #606517: Route 9 resurfacing, $10 million 
 

Mr. Rydant reviewed a table of each of the potential FY19 projects with the corresponding goals 
and objectives, performance measures, and targets of Mobility 2040. For each project, a ‘YES’ 
mark indicated that the project would fulfill that specific performance measure/target and the total 
amount of ‘YES’ marks were tabulated in the last row of the table. A similar table would be 
crafted for transit projects. He said staff anticipates level funding for programming projects in 
FY19, approximately $12 to $14 million. He added that the CMMPO has asked project 
proponents to consider phasing, where appropriate. 
 
Ali Khorasani questioned if Route 9 in West Brookfield project is under Town jurisdiction and 
the status of the design plans. Mr. Rydant replied that the western section of Route 9 from the 
town center is Town maintained. The project is at the 25% design plan stage and has expanded in 
cost due to the existing narrow roadway layout and safety issues. Mr. Khorasani inquired if each 
of the performance measures and targets has the same weight, when used as scoring. Mr. Rydant 
replied that staff did not assign any weighted at this time, but may create weighted categories, 
awaiting guidance from the Federal and State levels before doing so. 
 
Bob Hassinger asked about the project limits and scope of the Upton reconstruction project. Mr. 
Rydant reviewed the project proposal and offered to send the presentation materials given to the 
CMMPO. Phil Joinville referenced a recent news article regarding MassDOT taking over Route 
117 in Bolton and Lancaster and wondered if the same could be done for the roadway in Upton 
and Hopkinton.  

 
4. Mobility2040  
 

Draft Report Chapters - Feedback 
 
At the January 29 T-Committee meeting, members were provided a hard copy of the draft report 
materials and Mary Ellen Blunt advised that staff is looking for comments and feedback. Nick 
Burnham added that staff has received comments from the City of Worcester and a member of the 
T-Committee. There is no deadline to submit comments and feedback, but a final draft report 
would be brought to the CMMPO in late spring. 
 
Rich Rydant said that staff made the document succinct and more accessible versus previous 
editions. He added that the final plan would likely be translated into Spanish, along with other 
CMMPO documents going forward. He reviewed the draft Mobility 2040 outline that listed the 
contents of each of the four chapters and the information that would be forthcoming. Staff is 
awaiting the release of population and employment projections from the State that would be used 
in the travel demand model to assist in future year planning scenarios.  
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Potential Major Infrastructure Projects – Discussion 
 
Mr. Rydant provided a handout of potential major infrastructure projects to be included in 
Mobility 2040. Staff crafted the list working with MassDOT District #2 and #3 offices. Some of 
the projects were completely or partially listed in the 2012 RTP. The projects proposed need to be 
fiscally constrained and may be financed through other means, such as toll revenue funding. 
Listed below are the major infrastructure projects discussed: 
 

• I-90 and I-495 Interchange – Westborough/Hopkinton 
• I-495 and Route 9 Interchange – Westborough 
• I-290 and Vernon Street/Kelley Square Bridge Expansion – Worcester 
• Route 9 and Route 20 Interchange – Northborough 
• Route 20 – Charlton/Oxford 
• Route 20 – Worcester  
• Route 146 and Boston Road Interchange – Sutton 
• Route 146/Route 20/Mass Pike Interchange – Millbury 
• Route 9 – West Brookfield 

 
T-Committee suggested including the following projects to the above list: 
 

• Blackstone River Bikeway 
• Route 146 Frontage Roads 
• Kelley Square Bypass – Winter/Green Streets 
 

5.  Staff Updates 
  
 Timing Update: WRTA Maintenance and Operations Facility 
 

Rich Rydant read an update prepared by staff regarding the WRTA Maintenance and Operations 
Facility, currently under construction on Quinsigamond Avenue in Worcester. The site work has 
been ongoing throughout the winter, but has been slowed by a couple of days due to the recent 
snowstorms. Site remediation continues with approximately 700-800 tons of soil being 
transported daily to the Providence and Worcester rail yard to be shipped to a waste management 
site in Niagara, New York. There is approximately 50,000 tons of soil to be removed in the 
project. Pile driving for the foundation footings begins in early March and is estimated to take 
about nine weeks. The entire project is anticipated to be completed in fall 2016. 
 
Phil Joinville questioned if the gondola cars that are being used to transport the contaminated soil 
are covered. Mr. Rydant replied that the soil is put into specialized bags before loading onto the 
rail cars. Mr. Joinville asked about what happens to the soil at the treatment site and if the 
Quinsigamond Avenue site would be monitored. Mr. Rydant said that the soil is incinerated at the 
treatment site and groundwater monitoring would take place at project site. 
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Timing Update: Belmont Street Bridge Construction 
 
Mr. Rydant stated that the initial construction preparations have occurred and a temporary 
pedestrian bridge has been installed. The project is estimated to be completed within two 
construction seasons. 
 
Timing Update: Burns Bridge over Lake Quinsigamond 
 
Mr. Rydant said that the new westbound bridge is being constructed currently and is anticipated 
to be completed in early 2016. Upon completion of the second half of the bridge, the 
ornamentation designs including benches and lighting are to be completed. 

 
6.  Upcoming Meetings 
 

• CMMPO Meeting: Wednesday, March 11 at 4:30 PM 
• CMMPO Advisory Committee Meeting: Wednesday, March 25 at 3:00 PM  
• CMTPC Meeting: Thursday, March 26 at 6:00 PM 

 
7. Adjournment 
 
 Upon a motion by John Knipe, the members unanimously voted to adjourn at 7:00 PM.      


