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CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Transportation Planning Committee Meeting Minutes 
January 28, 2016 

At CMRPC Offices, 2 Washington Sq., Union Station, 2nd Fl., Worcester, MA  01604 
 
Attending: 
Chairman: Howard Drobner, Boylston 
Otto Lies, Holden 
Dick Williams, Rutland 
John Knipe, Shrewsbury 
Bob Hassinger, Grafton 
Ali Khorasani, Worcester 

Phil Joinville, Auburn 
Richard Baker, Boylston 
Bill Coyle, Auburn 
Jeff Howland, New Braintree 
Guest: Phil Hubbard, CMRPC Executive 
Committee

 
Staff:  
Mary Ellen Blunt, Transportation Program Manager 
Nick Burnham, Assistant Transportation Planner 
 
1. Around-the-Room Introductions 

Chairperson Drobner opened the meeting at 6:02 P.M., and asked for around the room 
introductions. 
 

2. Approval of the January 7, 2016 T-Committee Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from the January 7, 2016 meeting were considered for approval. John Knipe motioned to 
accept the minutes and was seconded by Dick Williams. All members voted unanimously to 
approve the minutes. 

 
3. CMMPO Business 

Proposed FY16 TIP Amendment – Recommendation for CMRPC Vote 
 
 Mary Ellen Blunt reviewed the proposed Amendment #1 to the FY16-19 Highway project listing 

of the TIP. She said that none of the proposed changes would affect any regional target projects 
as they are Statewide projects. 

 
 FY16:  

• Subtract $750,000 from Project #608170 – Route 148 rehabilitation in Sturbridge. The current 
total project cost is $1.75 million and the new total cost will be $1 million.  

• Subtract $750,000 from Project #608169 – Route 31 rehabilitation in Dudley. The current total 
project cost is $1.75 million and the new total cost will be $1 million.  

• Subtract $1,805,800 from Project #607114 – Carpenter Road Bridge Replacement in Dudley. 
The project description will change to Bridge Demolition: Carpenter Road over Quinebaug Rail 
Trail. The new project cost will be $500,000. 

• Add $100,000 to Stormwater funding for Project #607176 – Route 9 resurfacing and related 
work in Shrewsbury, Northborough, and Westborough. The updated total project cost will be 
$13.89 million.  

• Add $1.2 million to Stormwater funding for Project #607479 – Interstate 290 maintenance in 
Shrewsbury, Boylston, and Northborough. The updated total project cost will be $15.1 million.  
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• Add $600,000 to Stormwater funding for Project #605592 – Interstate 84 maintenance in 
Sturbridge and Holland. The updated total project cost will be $16.6 million.  

• Add $146,800 to Project #608060 - Stormwater improvements along Route 68 and Route 70 in 
Gardner and Shrewsbury. The current total project cost is $415,000 and the new total cost will be 
$561,800.  

• Add $313,700 to Project #608133 – Stormwater improvements along Route 140 and Route 146 
in Hopedale and Uxbridge. The current total project cost is $401,300 and the new total cost will 
be $715,000. The project description will also change from Grafton/Milford along Route 122/140 
to Hopedale/Uxbridge along Route 140/146.  
 
FY17:  
• Subtract $293,112 from Project #607562 – Interstate 395 maintenance in Webster and Oxford. 
The current total project cost is $7.6 million and the new total cost will be $7.3 million.  

• Add $1,352,015 in Enhancements funding to Project #606434 – Main Street Streetscape 
improvements in Worcester. The updated total project cost will be $6.9 million. 

  
• Shift $141,000 of the costs for Project #605820 – Blackstone River Bikeway (Segment 7) in 
Worcester from construction to design. The design portion will be moved to FY16. The total cost 
of the project will remain at $6.058 million.  

 
FY18:  
• Add $650,000 for new Project #608394 – Route 20 Stormwater improvements in Sturbridge to 
FY18.  

 
FY19:  
• Add $1,450,848 for new Project #608237 – Interstate 290 bridge cleaning and painting in 
Worcester, Boylston, and Northborough to the Statewide Bridge Maintenance Program in FY19.  
 
Upon a motion from John Knipe and a second from Dick Williams, the members endorsed 
a favorable recommendation of proposed Amendment #1 to the FY16 Highway project 
listing. 

 
TIP FY20-21 Project Presentations 

 Ms. Blunt stated that six communities were in attendance for the January 13th CMMPO meeting 
for TIP project presentations. She said eligible projects are vying for programming on the FY20-
21 portion of the FY17-21 TIP. She added that FY21 projects are listed for informational 
purposes only. Four additional communities were invited to present their projects at the February 
CMMPO meeting. The projects presented at the January CMMPO meeting were: 

 
• New Braintree #605035: Ravine Road and Hardwick Road Resurfacing 
• Upton #606125: Hartford Avenue North/High Street/Hopkinton Road Reconstruction 

(Phase II) 
• Uxbridge #608171: Route 122 Resurfacing (Southern Section) 
• Webster #608038: Klebart Avenue and Lake Parkway Resurfacing 
• West Brookfield #606517: Route 9 Resurfacing 
• Worcester #27260: Quinsigamond Avenue Reconstruction 
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Ms. Blunt said that communities need to be reminded about the requirement for CMAQ and HSIP 
eligible projects to be programmed to satisfy regional targets. She said that the Worcester project 
is the only project presented thus far with potential CMAQ and HSIP elements. 
 
Howard Drobner discussed the Route 9 resurfacing project in West Brookfield and how he had 
asked the project consultants at the CMMPO meeting about alternative project designs. He said 
that the consultants had not presented any other project design other than the initial proposal. Ms. 
Blunt commented that the consultant reviewed alternative designs after the CMMPO meeting and 
found that there were no other logical proposals. The consultants said the cost of constructing a 
new road would result in a significant cost increase due to right-of-way takings and 
environmental concerns. 
 
Bill Coyle inquired if that section of Route 9 is maintained by the State or Town. Ms. Blunt 
replied that it is Town maintained. She said staff has identified other sections of roadway in the 
region that are Town maintained that MassDOT should possibly take control over; including 
Route 16 in Douglas through Douglas State Forest. Mr. Coyle asked if there is an accident history 
in West Brookfield and would the State support widening the roadway. Ms. Blunt stated that 
there is not a crash cluster identified, but when an accident does occur it can shut down the 
roadway for lengths of time and there are no alternative routes in the area. She added that there 
has been no indication from MassDOT District #2 offices regarding the project. Ali Khorasani 
said that MassDOT should take over maintenance of Route 9 to allow the regional funding to be 
available for other projects. 
 

4.  Discussion RE: Transportation for MA (T4MA) – Recommendation on CMRPC Joining 
 Ms. Blunt recalled the discussion from the January 7th CMTPC meeting that featured a 

presentation from Josh Ostroff of T4MA. In response to questions from the CMTPC, Mr. Ostroff 
provided information regarding the organization’s budget. T4MA receives full funding from the 
Barr Foundation and, beyond staff expenses; funds are distributed to members who have joined 
the organization to complete different types of activities. Ms. Blunt said an example would be 
that if a member of T4MA were asked to review the MassDOT Capital Investment Plan (CIP) at a 
thorough level, the member would request funding through T4MA to complete the task. 

 
 John Knipe stated that T4MA appeared as a lobbyist group and was not sure if it would be in the 

best interest for CMRPC to join as a member. Bob Hassinger said it would be a problem for 
CMRPC to support an organization without having a governing voice. Ms. Blunt read a letter 
from Mr. Ostroff regarding possible changes to its organizational structure and governance and 
the initiatives planned in the current year and future goals. A discussion ensued amongst the 
members about CMRPC attaching its name to an organization that members felt CMRPC would 
have no voice on decision-making.  

 
 Bill Coyle questioned if there were specific projects that T4MA has been involved with. Ms. 

Blunt replied that T4MA has worked on transportation financing reform at the State level, 
promoting MBTA reform, supported not appealing the gas tax indexing, and has supported the 
South Coast Rail and MBTA Green Line expansion projects.  
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Upon a motion from Bob Hassinger and a second from Dick Williams, the members voted 
unanimously to not recommend CMRPC to join as a member of T4MA at this time, but are 
open to future discussion. 
 
Ms. Blunt noted to bring the item before the members on a future meeting agenda in the next year 
or two. 

 
5.  Staff Updates 

Route 20 Update 
Ms. Blunt reported that the short term improvements project in Oxford has been recently 
completed, but funding sources for the long term reconstruction project remains unknown. She 
said that staff is hopeful that the project is included and that funding sources are identified in the 
upcoming MassDOT CIP. The long term reconstruction project was listed in the CMMPO LRTP 
with the first phase scheduled for programming in 2021-2025. She has asked that MassDOT 
present ideas of possible funding sources for the project other than regional target funding.  

 
Performance Management Staff Efforts 
Ms. Blunt presented a sample ‘indicators’ draft table format that staff created that outlines the 
status of performance measures and targets. She said that some performance measures and targets 
may not be able to be measured annually because of the availability of data. Ms. Blunt anticipated 
that staff would have a completed set of measured targets and objectives by the February CMTPC 
meeting. 
 
Complete Street Trainings 
Ms. Blunt provided PowerPoint slides from the presentation that MassDOT staff gave at the 
recent CMRPC Quarterly Meeting regarding the Complete Streets funding program. The handout 
reviewed program objectives for FY16, a snapshot of the program, and a timeline of the program 
implementation. She added that additional training sessions were announced due to popularity, 
and that staff requested through MassDOT to schedule additional training sessions in the CMRPC 
region. 
 
Bike Rack Program 
Ms. Blunt announced that the Bicycle Parking program between the City of Worcester and 
CMRPC has been approved by Worcester and a press release was forthcoming. She said the 
program information would be on the CMRPC website and distributed to Town officials upon the 
press release. 

 
6.  Upcoming Meetings 

• CMMPO Meeting: Wednesday, February 17th at 4:30 PM 
• CMMPO Advisory Committee Meeting: Wednesday, February 24th at 3:00 PM 
• CMTPC Meeting: Thursday, February 25th at 6:00 PM 

 
7. Adjournment 

Upon a motion by John Knipe and a second from Bob Hassinger, the members unanimously 
voted to adjourn at 6:58 PM.      


