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CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Transportation Planning Committee Meeting Minutes 
September 24, 2015 

At CMRPC Offices, 2 Washington Sq., Union Station, 2nd Fl., Worcester, MA  01604 
 
Attending: 
Chairman: Howard Drobner, Boylston 
Jeff Howland, New Braintree 
Otto Lies, Holden 
Dick Williams, Rutland 

John Knipe, Shrewsbury 
Richard Baker, Boylston 
Bob Hassinger, Grafton 
Ali Khorasani, Worcester 

 
Staff: 
Janet Pierce, Executive Director 
Mary Ellen Blunt, Transportation Program Manager 
Nick Burnham, Assistant Transportation Planner 
 
1. Around-the-Room Introductions 

Chairperson Drobner opened the meeting at 6:00 P.M., and asked for around the room 
introductions. 
 

2. Approval of the August 27, 2015 T-Committee Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from the August 27, 2015 meeting were considered for approval. Dick Williams 
motioned to accept the minutes and was seconded by Jeff Howland. Otto Lies abstained from 
voting, as he was not present, and all members voted in favor. 

 
3. CMMPO Business - Upcoming Member Selection Meetings: North Brookfield and Shrewsbury 

Nick Burnham announced that the CMMPO Member Selection meeting in the West Subregion 
had taken place in North Brookfield. He said that New Braintree Selectman Joe Chenevert was 
chosen to be the West Subregion Representative and Warren Selectman Dario Nardi had been 
chosen as the Alternate. Mr. Burnham said that the Northeast Subregion meeting would be held 
on Tuesday, September 29th in Shrewsbury. 
 
Howard Drobner asked if there was any participation from the towns in the Northeast. Mr. 
Burnham replied that he had not heard from any community other than Shrewsbury. Mr. Drobner 
and Richard Baker discussed any possible interest from Boylston Selectmen. 

 
4.        Complete Streets Program – Presentation on Spencer Efforts 

Mary Ellen Blunt gave a PowerPoint presentation on the CMRPC Complete Streets program that 
aims to assist communities in applying for the State funded initiative. She said that the State has 
committed $5 million in FY16 through the Capital Investment Plan (CIP) and that the funding is 
expected to come from casino revenues. Ms. Blunt provided an overview of Complete Streets and 
the eligibility criteria as outlined in the 2014 Transportation Bond Bill.  
 
Ms. Blunt said that CMRPC staff is working with the Town of Spencer to implement a policy. 
The policy was crafted using an example of a policy that is used in Littleton. The next steps are to 
determine the amount of funding needed for the development of potential projects. She said when 
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MassDOT opens the application process; Spencer will have the initial framework completed and 
be more ready to apply. 
 
Bob Hassinger inquired what communities would have to do in order to receive part of the 
funding. Ms. Blunt replied that no formal application or description of the policy has been 
released by MassDOT yet, but a locally adopted policy and some level of planning must be done 
in order to apply. Howard Drobner asked if the funding could only be used for design, 
development, or planning. Ms. Blunt stated the information would be forthcoming upon the 
release of a formal application process. 
 
Mr. Hassinger questioned who would oversee the program. Ms. Blunt said that it is a MassDOT 
program and that was identified in the Transportation Bond Bill. She said the MassDOT 
Secretary has approved the program, and that the funding source had been identified, but was 
unsure which department within MassDOT would provide the oversight. She added that there 
may be a geographic dispersion of funding between urban, suburban, and rural communities. 
 
John Knipe inquired if there was any idea of what projects may be eligible, such as ADA ramp 
installation. Ms. Blunt responded that the program was geared to a maintain/repair/filling gaps 
intent, and believed that ADA ramp installation could qualify if it was part of a general plan for 
increasing walk mode. A discussion ensued regarding the program and the definition of Complete 
Streets. 
 
Mr. Drobner asked if staff recommended that all communities implement a similar policy. Ms. 
Blunt suggested that communities begin to gauge local interest among Planning Boards, 
Selectmen, and DPW’s and they could then, develop ideas, and devise a plan of what to 
accomplish.  
 
Otto Lies questioned how Spencer found out about the program and if it were advertised by 
MassDOT. Ms. Blunt answered that CMRPC staff contacted the Town because the DPW Director 
is involved with the CMMPO and CMMPO Advisory Committee and staff knew of their 
downtown walk plan. 
 
Ali Khorasani wondered if projects could receive program funding if the project were already 
programmed on the TIP. Ms. Blunt said that the program funding was coming through a separate 
program and not through the CMMPO. She stated that the intent would likely be on funding 
smaller separate stand-alone projects, and not projects that already may be programmed on the 
TIP. 

 
5.  Rail Freight Planning and Feasibility Analysis – Auburn/Oxford 
 
 Ms. Blunt discussed the Freight Rail Planning Study and Feasibility Analysis, a hybrid project 

completed between CMRPC transportation and land use staff.  The pilot project was done in 
conjunction with the Towns of Auburn and Oxford, and with the Providence and Worcester 
Railroad (P&W). The project assessed community concerns, examined freight operation issues, 
and strategies for enhancing municipal planning for freight consideration.  
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 Ms. Blunt said that the project utilized GIS to identify potential sites for freight development near 

the P&W railroad line. For each site that was identified, an assessment of the site was prepared. 
Staff conducted a regulatory assessment to review each communities zoning, plan approval 
process, and land use, and professional planning staff availability. She added that a business 
roundtable was held in September for those to provide comments and suggestions on the study. 
The end result of the analysis is for staff to develop recommendations for improving local review 
processes and procedures based on a review of existing municipal data/information and case 
studies of other examples. She added that the P&W is excited to work on the study and would 
incorporate some of the results to their website to try and market certain properties. 

 
 Dick Williams suggested an expansion of Route 49 north towards Gardner that would allow 

P&W to expand their operations. He added that the Holden Industrial Park would be a potential 
site with proximity to the railroad line. He said this could allow for commuter rail expansion for 
residents of Holden and Rutland.  

 
 Bob Hassinger inquired about ‘no whistle’ zones and if it eliminated the use of train whistles at 

at-grade crossings. Ms. Blunt replied that it means at certain times, whistles do not have to be 
used if other safety measures are in place.  

 
 Howard Drobner asked if any bridges would need to be replaced or upgraded in order to 

accommodate double-stacking. Ali Khorasani commented that he thought these elements are part 
of an improvement project in areas west of Worcester.  

 
 Mr. Drobner questioned what the next steps in the study were. Ms. Blunt said that staff is working 

on a similar analysis for communities in the Blackstone Valley and that there is an upcoming 
regional freight rail business roundtable meeting in Northbridge in October.  

 
6.  City of Worcester – CMMPO Communities Bike Rack Installation Program 
 
 Ms. Blunt reviewed the Bike Rack Installation Program that utilizes Transportation Alternatives 

Program (TAP) funding. She said that the CMMPO receives about $400,000 a year in TAP 
funding and the program provides funding to projects that are not associated with TIP projects. 
She stated that staff would be sending letters to member communities explaining that bike racks 
are available through a grant.  

 
 She said the program is structured so that the community would pay for the shipping and 

installation of the bike rack and submit an application with pictures and rack locations for 
reimbursement. She said that the rack must be on public space and that there is $100,000 
dedicated to the program. She added that there would be a list of approved vendors and bike racks 
to choose from. Staff is currently researching into the possibility of vendors providing discounts 
for bulk orders.  
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 She said that there is only a one year implementation for the program and that funding would be 
distributed through communities’ population; example – Worcester: 40%. The invoices must be 
submitted to CMRPC before the end of the fiscal year. 

 
 Howard Drobner inquired about TAP funded projects in FY16 and FY17. Ms. Blunt replied that 

the funding is with the Spencer TIP project in FY16, and has not been programmed for FY17. 
 
7.  Upcoming Meetings 

• CMMPO Meeting: Wednesday, October 14th at 4:30 PM 
• CMMPO Advisory Committee Meeting: Wednesday, October 28th at 3:00 PM 
• CMTPC Meeting: Thursday, October 29th at 6:00 PM 

 
8. Adjournment 

Upon a motion by John Knipe and a second from Bob Hassinger, the members unanimously 
voted to adjourn at 6:56 PM.      


