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CHAPTER 1 – INTRODUCTION 
 
The Lost Villages Scenic Byway is within Worcester County, located in Central Massachusetts. 
It runs 29 miles in a southeasterly direction starting in Petersham and continuing through Barre, 
Oakham, and Rutland, concluding at Paxton’s boundary with Worcester.  The Byway is located 
slightly west of Worcester, the largest city in Central Massachusetts. Significant roadways that 
cross the Byway include Routes 56 and 31 in Paxton, 122A in Rutland, 148 in Oakham, Routes 
32 and 62 in Barre, and Route 32A in Petersham. Major State parks in close proximity to the 
Byway include Moore State Park in Paxton, Rutland State Park in Rutland, and the Harvard 
Forest and the Federated Women’s Club State Forest, both in Petersham. The Byway passes 
through two town centers (Paxton and Barre); the centers for Rutland and Petersham are located 
within a few miles of the Byway.   
 
Each of the five towns within the 
Byway appointed members to an 
advisory committee that oversaw the 
preparation of this Corridor 
Management Plan.  The Central 
Massachusetts Regional Planning 
Commission developed the Plan, 
which involved conducting an 
inventory and analysis of the Byway's 
resources, performing public outreach 
and goal setting, and, finally, 
establishing a set of recommendations 
aimed at preserving and enhancing the 
Byway's intrinsic qualities. 
 
The preparation of the Lost Villages Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan has involved the 
following steps:  
 

1. Interviews: CMRPC staff interviewed an expansive list of stakeholders along the Byway 
that included: the Massachusetts Highway Department, select boards, planning boards, 
departments of public works, highway superintendents, conservation commissions, 
historical commissions, as well as cultural councils, local businesses and business 
associations, State, non-profit, and private property owners, regional associations, the 
State Office of Tourism, area land trusts, and recreation groups. The interview process 
was intended to document stakeholders concerns and learn about source information for 
the next section (Inventory, Assessment and Analysis).  

 
2. Inventory, Assessment and Analysis: CMRPC staff prepared an inventory (both in text 

and GIS maps) and an assessment of the Byway's six intrinsic qualities and analyzed 
current trends that could impact them. GIS maps were prepared for the following items: 
corridor boundaries, land use and zoning; water resources and natural features; historic, 
archaeological and cultural resources; scenic and recreation resources; and protected 
lands. This component of the management plan also included roadway characteristics and 
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operations, including crash data.    
 

3. Public Outreach and Goal Setting: CMRPC staff convened a series of public workshops 
at which local citizens and stakeholders were presented with information about the 
current state of the Byway and were asked to participate in a consensus-oriented goal 
setting exercise. This phase also included the establishment of next steps to ensure 
ongoing public participation during the implementation phase.  

 
4. Policies, Plans and Recommendations: The Corridor Management Plan concludes with a 

set of goals, objectives, and recommendations aimed at enhancing and improving the 
Byway's existing intrinsic qualities. This action plan should be used by an 
Implementation Committee (once established) to prioritize the action steps and assign 
responsible entities during the Implementation Phase. 

 
5. Prepared, printed, publicized and distributed the Final Plan.  



Chapter  2 
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CHAPTER 2 – OUTREACH 

The Lost Villages Scenic Byway Study was conducted by the Central Massachusetts Regional 
Planning Commission (CMRPC) and guided by local community stakeholder involvement and 
public input throughout the process.  
 
CMRPC worked with the communities of Petersham, Barre, Oakham, Rutland, and Paxton to 
form an Advisory Committee comprised of representatives from each community.  This 
committee met regularly during the course of this project to help create and assess an inventory 
of the six intrinsic qualities that exist along this transportation corridor -- defined in the Federal 
Highway Administration Scenic Byway Program as: historical, archeological, cultural, 
recreational, natural, and scenic resources. 
 
An expansive list of approximately 150 stakeholders and other interested parties was created to 
whom project and meeting announcements were sent by email and other communications on a 
regular basis.  This list included:   
 

 Boards of selectmen, 
planning boards, 
departments of public works, 
conservation commissions, 
historical commissions, and 
cultural councils for all five 
towns 

 MassHighway Department  
 Local businesses and 

business associations 
 State, non-profit, and private 

property owners 
 Regional associations 
 State Office of Tourism 
 Land trusts, and recreation 

groups 
 
Project status and meeting dates were also announced in periodic press releases and on the 
CMRPC Scenic Byway web page.  
 
Over 40 byway stakeholders were interviewed to collect information on existing resources, 
future concerns and to learn how this project could help enhance the corridor and its resources.  
Three public forums were held in order to expand on the participation of stakeholders and the 
general public. The first two forums provided an opportunity for the attendees to learn about the 
byway and the status of the project (existing conditions, results of interviews and resource 
inventory) and to provide further input on byway resources and concerns. A third final public 
forum was held to conduct a consensus-oriented goal setting exercise for the byway that would 
feed into the final recommendations and action plan.  
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This Management Plan was distributed to the members of the Steering Committee, the Boards of 
Selectmen and libraries for each of the five communities, MassHighway Department, the State 
Office of Tourism, the local chambers of commerce, and the Central Massachusetts Convention 
and Visitor’s Center.  The Advisory Committee included the following twelve individuals from 
the five byway towns: 
 

• Earl Sample from Barre, 
• Amerigo Simeone from Barre, 
• Henry Stone from Oakham 
• William Mucha from Oakham 
• Wes Dwelly from Oakham 
• Richard Fenton from Paxton 
• Lois Breault-Melican from 

Paxton 
• Alf Berry from Petersham 
• Anne Perkins from Petersham 
• Helen Viner from Rutland 
• Addison Redfield from 

Rutland, and 
• Richard Williams from 

Rutland 
 
Ongoing public participation will be continued during the implementation phase as described 
below: 
 

 Establishment of an Implementation Committee 

 Quarterly meetings of the Implementation Committee in the first year, with a reassessment 
in Year 2 of the number of meetings necessary to keep the recommendations moving 
forward. . 

 Press releases sent to the Worcester Telegram & Gazette and other local media outlets in 
the Byway region regarding activities/implementations 

 Updates posted to the CMRPC Lost Villages Scenic Byway web page. www.cmrpc.org.   

 



Chapter  3 

Land Use and 
 Zoning 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Lost Villages Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan Page 7 
June 2009 

CHAPTER 3 - LAND USE AND ZONING 
 
Introduction 
The primary purpose of this chapter is to provide information on the character of the land use 
along the Byway, how it has changed from an earlier point in time, and the potential future uses 
as currently allowed in the zoning bylaws for each community. Also provided is information 
regarding the land use within the entire five communities that the Byway traverses in order to 
help paint a picture of the region’s character as a whole. The chapter concludes with 
recommendations for future actions that will help to preserve and enhance the intrinsic qualities 
of the corridor – its historical, cultural, recreational, and natural features, as well as its scenic 
beauty.   

Land Use in the Byway Region 
The land use along the Lost Villages Scenic Byway varies from suburban-like residential density 
in the southeastern-most section of Paxton, to rolling farmland, forests and ponds in the 
northwesterly section of Barre and Petersham. In the two towns in between -- Rutland and 
Oakham -- the land use is mostly protected water bodies and forest. The Byway serves as a Main 
Street for the Towns of Paxton and Barre, where some small-scale economic development exists 
alongside stately historic municipal buildings and churches in traditional town common settings. 
Below is a description of the land use within the Byway Corridor for each of the five 
communities, which includes references to 2005 MassGIS land use data provided in Table 3-1. 

Petersham 
This stretch is predominately forested, with water bodies interspersed, some residential and 
agricultural use, and a small amount of protected land. As shown in Table 3-1, forest, water and 
wetlands comprised 92% of the Petersham Corridor in 2005, while agricultural and residential 
use each made up 4%. The commercial/industrial use was negligible (0.1%). 

Barre 
The southeast most section of the Byway traverses along the Ware River through protected open 
space (a water management area that is part of the Quabbin Aqueduct system).  The Byway then 
passes through medium density residential use and a strip mall area before entering the Center 
(also known as the Barre Common Historic District). This district is comprised of the 
convergence of several streets (without traffic lights) at a multi-part Common, around which are 
located small-scale businesses, interspersed with historic municipal buildings and churches. The 
Common contains walkways, a gazebo and several monuments.  Along the Byway northwest of 
the Center, the land use is residential on large lots interspersed with farms that dot the landscape. 
According to the data provided in Table 3-1, in 2005, 75% of the Barre portion of the Byway 
was forested or covered with water and wetlands. Almost equal parts of the Byway were used for 
agricultural (10%) and residential (9%) and only 1% of it was used for commercial and/or 
industrial. 



 
Lost Villages Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan Page 8 
June 2009 

Oakham 
This entire section of the Byway passes through protected open space, which is mostly forested. 
As indicated in Table 3-1, in 2005 93% of this Byway segment was forested or covered with 
water or wetlands.  

Rutland 
The land use in this stretch is dominated by residential use in the southeastern most section and 
protected open space (Rutland State Park) and water where the Byway bisects Long Pond closer 
to the Oakham Town Line. There are a few small-scale businesses southeast of the Rutland State 
Park including a gas station, convenience store, liquor store, restaurant, and motor home sales 
operation.  Commercial use, however, only amounts to 0.3 % (See Table 3-1) of the land use 
within the Byway corridor. A nine-hole golf course is also located along the Byway adjacent to 
this commercial area.  Forest, water or wetlands covered 87% of this portion of the Byway 
corridor in 2005.  

Paxton 
The land use along this stretch of roadway is dominated by residential use in the southeastern-
most section, with a couple of small sections of protected open space where the Byway passes 
close to the Kettle Brook Reservoir # 4.  There is a very small commercial district in the Town’s 
Center, and some wetlands are in the northern part of town on both sides of the Byway.  Forested 
areas are interspersed throughout. Forest, water or wetlands covered 75% of Paxton’s Byway 
corridor in 2005.  Residential land use comprises 16% of the Byway corridor -- the highest 
residential use of any of the towns along the Paxton Byway. As in the previous town 
descriptions, these percentages are based on 2005 data shown in Table 3-1.  

Overview of Land Use in the Communities 
Along with data on land use within the Byway corridor, Table 3-1 also contains 2005 MassGIS 
land use data for each community’s entire land mass. According to the data shown in Table 3-1, 
forested areas accounted for the greatest amount of land use in all of the Byway communities. In 
Petersham 95% of the land was forested or covered with water or wetlands. In the other 
communities land covered by forest or water and wetlands ranged from 77% in Paxton to 85% in 
Oakham. Paxton had the greatest percentage of residential use (13%). The percentage of land 
used for commercial and industrial use was miniscule in all of the towns, ranging from 0.1% in 
Petersham to 1% in Barre. As indicated, the percentage shown for forested land includes forested 
wetland, and for 2005 it is broken down in a separate percentage.  

Land Use Changes in the Byway Communities 1971 - 2005 

As shown in Table 3-1, all of the towns except Petersham experienced a substantial loss of 
agricultural land to residential development between 1971 and 2005 -- a pattern prevalent 
throughout New England during this period. Barre added 796 acres of residential development (a 
90% increase), while losing 984 acres of farmland (28% decrease) – the greatest amount of 
farmland lost by any of the Byway communities.  Paxton and Oakham lost the largest percentage 
of their farmlands during this period (45% and 39%).  Oakham added 566 acres of residential 
development, which represented a 180% increase for that community.  Rutland lost 470 acres of 
farmland (a 26% decrease), 674 acres of forest (a 3.6% decrease) and added 930 acres of 
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residential development (a 110% increase) – the most of any of the Byway communities. The 
amount of commercial and industrial use increased very slightly for all of the towns, with no 
community increasing this type of development by more than 1% during this period. 
   
The one town that remained relatively unchanged in terms of its land use was Petersham.  It saw 
a reduction of just 2.6% of its farmland (26 acres) and added 172 acres of residential 
development for the period shown.  It did lose a large number of forested acres (456), but this 
represents only a 1.4% loss from 1971.  It remains one of the most forested towns in the State, 
with 71% of its land covered by forest. 
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Table 3-1 - Land Use Change 1971 – 2005 
 

 
Land Use Type 

% 
Acreage 
in Town 
(1971) 

% 
Acreage in 

Town 
(2005) 

Change 
in Town 
in Acres 

%  
Acreage 

 in 
Corridor**

(1971) 

% 
Acreage 

 in 
Corridor** 

(2005) 

Change 
 in 

Corridor 
in acres 

Petersham    
Agricultural 2.37 2.31 -26  3.72 3.61 -10 
Forest 72.54 71.44 (3*) -456 87.75 86.33 (4*) -128
Resid. / Munic. / Cult. 1.15 1.55 172 2.83 3.72 85
Commrcl / Indus. / Infr  0.01 0.09 22 0.12 0.22 9
Greenspce / Recreation 1.26 1 -116 1.37 1 35
Water / Wetland 22.61 23.61 446 4.14 5.1 92
Other 0.03 0.01 -8 0.06 0.01 -5
Barre    
Agricultural 12.44 8.99 -984 14.59 9.56 -504
Forest 77.01 76.58 (5*) -113 70.86 70.41 (6*) -43
Resid. / Munic. / Cult. 3.11 5.9 796 5.07 8.68 363
Commrcl / Indus. / Infr 0.69 1.17 137 1.72 2.05 33
Greenspce / Recreation 3.04 2.45 -168 4.03 3.68 -36
Water / Wetland 3.62 4.68 303 3.5 5.09 159
Other 0.1 0.23 39 0.22 0.52 31
Oakham       
Agricultural 8.69 5.3 461 1.31 0.77 17
Forest 83.19 80.67 (7*) -342 91.65 89.69 (5*) -64
Resid. / Munic. / Cult. 2.31 6.47 566 0.97 2.45 48
Commrcl / Indus. / Infr 0.24 0.24 0.15 0.73 0.49 -8
Greenspce / Recreation 2.23 2.77 73 3.17 3.66 16
Water / Wetland 3.17 4.28 151 2 2.94 31
Other 0.18 0.27 13 0.17 0 -5
Rutland       
Agricultural 7.73 5.7 -470 5.72 2.93 -166
Forest 80.53 77.59 (9*) -674 80.51 78.6 (8*) -114
Resid. / Munic. / Cult. 3.63 7.63 931 3.28 6.81 210
Commrcl / Indus. / Infr 0.29 0.38 22 0.39 0.31 -5
Greenspce / Recreation 2.23 2.13 -25 2.51 2.15 -21
Water / Wetland 5.52 6.37 196 7.59 8.64 62
Other 0.07 0.2 30 0 0.56 33
Paxton       
Agricultural 10.77 5.97 -476 8.97 5.15 -228
Forest 68.23 68.37 (9*) 14 65.89 67.45 (8*) 93
Resid. / Munic. / Cult. 9.45 13.35 386 13.68 16.48 168
Commrcl / Indus. / Infr  0.2 0.19 -1 0.3 0.27 -2
Greenspce / Recreation 2.89 3.42 51 2.89 2.67 -13
Water / Wetland 8.39 8.65 26 8.24 7.95 -17
Other 0.06 0.06 -.5 0.03 0.03 0

* Forest % includes forested wetland, which is shown in the smaller % 
** Corridor includes a 1-mile buffer along each side 

Source: MassGIS & CMRPC 

Land Use Change Within the Byway Corridor 

As shown in Table 3-2, the pattern of agricultural land being lost to residential development was 
essentially mirrored within the Byway corridor between 1971 and 2005. It is interesting to note 
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that the amount of forested land remained just about the same (1% decrease) and the amount of 
land in the Greenspace/Recreation category only decreased by 9% in the period shown. The 
change shown in acreage in the water/wetlands category is due to a change in the way MassGIS 
interpreted the data collected in 2005. This should be disregarded.    

Table 3-2 - Land Use Change Along the Byway Corridor (1-mile each side) 1971 – 2005 
 

Land Use % of Acres 
1971 

% of Acres 
2005 

Change in  
Acres & % 

Agricultural 7.9% 5.2% -928 acres (-34%) 
Forest 78.2% 77.5% -256 acres (-1%) 

Residential 5.2% 7.7% 874 acres (48%) 
Comm./Ind./Infra. .7% .8% 28 acres (11%) 
Greenspace/Recr. 2.7% 2.5% -89 acres (-9%) 
Water/Wetlands 5.1% 6% 327 acres (19%)  

Source: MassGIS and CMRPC 

Protected Land 

Permanent protection 

Article 97 of the Massachusetts State Constitution provides permanent protection for certain 
lands acquired for natural resources purposes, meaning “conservation, development and 
utilization of the agricultural, mineral, forest, water, air and other natural resources.” Lands of 
this nature are often owned by the municipal conservation commission, recreation commission, 
water department, or by a state or federal conservation agency (i.e., the Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental Affairs (EOEEA), or the Division of Fish & Wildlife).  Private, 
public and non-profit conservation and recreation lands may also be protected under Article 97. 
Removing the permanent protection status of such lands is extremely difficult, as is evidenced by 
the following required steps: 

• The municipal Conservation Commission or Parks and Recreation Committee must vote that 
the land in question is surplus to its needs.  

• The removal of permanent protection status must be approved at a Town Meeting/City 
Council vote and pass by a 2/3 vote.  

• The municipality must file an Environmental Notification Form with the EOEEA’s 
Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA).  

• The removal of permanent protection status must be approved by both the State House of 
Representatives and the State Senate and pass by a 2/3 vote 

• In the case of land either acquired or developed with grant assistance from the EOEEA’s 
Division of Conservation Services, the converted land must be replaced with land of equal 
monetary value and recreational or conservation utility. 

 
Lands acquired for watershed and aquifer protection are often permanently protected open space.  
Municipally-owned properties used for public recreation and conservation areas may be 
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permanently protected by via a Town Meeting Vote or a City Council Order.  Often these lands 
are placed under the ownership of the Conservation Commission. 
 
Private lands, including those owned by non-profit organizations, can also be protected in 
perpetuity through deed conservation restrictions, conservation easements, agricultural 
preservation restrictions, historic preservation restrictions, or wetlands restrictions.  Some 
easements may run for a more limited period (30 years, for example) and those are not 
considered permanently protected.  As mentioned above, these lands are often protected by 
Article 97. 
 
Limited or no protection 
 
Municipal lands under active use (schools, town halls, highway department facilities, police/fire 
facilities, etc.) are not generally considered permanently protected. 
 
Private lands that are within the State’s special taxation programs (Chapter 61, 61A, and 61B) 
are actively managed by their owners but only have limited protection. Private owners can 
manage their land for forestry, agriculture, and/or recreation purposes and receive a benefit of 
reduced property tax under Chapter 61.  Chapter 61 is for forested lands, Chapter 61A for 
agricultural and horticultural lands, and Chapter 61B is for recreational lands. Chapter lands are 
considered as having limited protection.  These lands provide significant open space in 
communities while in the program, however once the property is sold or the owner opts out of 
the program, there is no longer a commitment to open space management. If the property is put 
up for sale, the community has the first right to purchase the property or assign its right to a non-
profit. 

Protected Land in the Byway Towns and within the Byway Corridor 

Table 3-3 provides information on the amount of protected land within each of the five Byway 
towns, as well as the percentage of permanently protected land in each town. As shown, 
Petersham has the largest amount of permanently protected land of the five Byway communities, 
with 17,082 acres. This represents almost half of its land mass (above water).  Paxton has the 
least amount of permanently protected land, with 2,836 acres (representing 28.6% of its land 
mass).  Rutland has the most land protected under Chapter 61, with 1,981 acres. 
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Table 3-3 - Protected Open Space in the Towns along the Lost Villages Scenic Byway 
 
Level of Protection Petersham 

(acres) 
Barre 
(acres) 

Oakham 
(acres) 

Rutland 
(acres) 

Paxton 
(acres) 

TOTAL

Public Permanent  
Protection 15,310 7,782 4,051 7,761 2,682 37,586 

Private Permanent  
Protection 976 1,284 0 662 129 3051 

Non-Profit 
Permanent  
Protection 

796 778 0 505 25 2,105 

TOTAL acreage & 
%  

17,082.42 
(49.4%) 

9,844 
(34.7%) 

4,051 
(30%) 

8,928 
(39.6%) 

2,836 
(28.6%) 42,741 

Chapter 61 
(of any type) 567 470 172 1,982 707 3,898 

Source: MassGIS 
 
Table 3-4 provides information on the amount of protected land within the Byway corridor, with 
a breakdown for each community. As shown, along the Oakham section 77% of the land is 
permanently protected. Barre has the smallest percentage with 26%. More than a third (37%) of 
the entire 29-mile corridor passes through permanently protected land, which is substantial. This 
bodes well for the future preservation and enhancement of the resources that led to this 
roadway’s federal designation as a scenic byway. 
 
Table 3-4 -Protected Open Space (in acres) within the Byway Corridor of the Lost Villages 
Scenic Byway (1 mile each side) 
 

 
Level of Protection 

 
Petersham

 

 
Barre 

 

 
Oakham

 

 
Rutland 

 

 
Paxton 

 

 
TOTAL

 
Byway Length in Town (miles) 7.6 8.3 2.9 4.8 5.4 29 

Public Permanent 
Protection 1,352 1,360 2,538 2,712 1,727 9,689 

Private Permanent 
Protection 102 610 0 0 75 788 

Non-Profit Permanent 
Protection 512 6,356 0 0 25 1,172 

TOTAL and %  
of Perm. Prot. Land 

1,966 
(33.1%) 

2,606 
(26%)

2,538 
(77.5%)

2,712 
(46%) 

1,828 
(31%) 

11,649 
(37%) 

Chapter 61 
(of any type) 213 308 0 464 491 1,477 
Source: MassGIS 
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Zoning Along the Byway 

Petersham 
The entire Town of Petersham is designated as a Residential-Agricultural district. Most 
commercial development is only allowed by special permit, and only if the structures have 2,500 
square feet of space or less.  The dimensional requirements for both residential and commercial 
development are shown in Table 3-5. Lots that are at least 5,000 square feet and have at least 50 
feet of road frontage are generally allowed if shown on a plan or described as a separate lot in a 
deed, duly recorded or registered prior to the adoption or amendment of these dimensional 
requirements (the latest version is 2002). 

Uses Allowed By Right in RA District 
Single and two-family dwellings; farms, orchards, and greenhouse businesses; bakeries, barber 
or beauty shops; dressmaking, laundering; repair shop for small articles or appliances; 
professional offices and studios; removal of soil, loam, sand, or gravel subject to certain 
regulations  
 
Uses Allowed By Special Permit 
Professional offices; communications facilities; natural gas or electric power facilities; bus 
stations; golf courses; riding stables; outdoor tennis courts; skating rinks; swimming pools; ski 
areas; cemeteries; sanatoriums; nursing homes; hospitals; kennels or veterinary hospitals; private 
schools – kindergarten or trade; multi-family dwellings – up to six units for new construction and 
four for conversion of existing structures; gift shops or restaurants operated by residents and 
provided there are no exterior changes to the residential structures; sawmills, retail stores or 
services, banks, restaurants -- all with no more than 2,500 square feet floor area; motor vehicle, 
motor home sales; newspapers or printers; light manufacturing and research laboratories with no 
more than 5,000 square feet of floor space. 
 
Table 3-5 - Petersham Dimensional Requirements 
 

 Min Lot Size Min. Road Frontage Min. Front Set- Back  Max. Height  
Residential Use 1.5 acres 

(63,340 s.f.) 150 ft. 40 ft. 2 ½ stories or 35 ft.

Business Use 1.5 acres 
(63,340 s.f.) 150 ft. 50 ft. 2 ½ stories or 35 ft.

Source: Petersham zoning bylaws 

Barre 

As the Byway enters Barre from the southeast, it passes through permanently protected land 
owned by the State, then through two districts called Rural Residence (R-80) and Open 
Residence (R-20).  It then passes through a Business and Commercial District and another Open 
Residential District before weaving its way through the Town Center.  The majority of land in 
the Town Center is zoned as General Residential, with a small core zoned as Limited Business.  
Most of the land that the Byway passes through between Barre Center and the Petersham Town 
Line is zoned as Rural Residential (R-80), although there are two districts zoned as Business and 
Commercial along this stretch.  One is a tiny district and the other is very close to the Petersham 
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Town Line about the size of the one southeast of the Center.  There are currently no limits in the 
zoning bylaws on floor space for new businesses. The allowed uses for these districts are 
described below. 

Uses Allowed By Right in Residence Districts 
Detached single-family dwellings; farms, including the sale of agricultural or horticultural 
products; detached two-family dwellings in R-80 

Uses Allowed By Special Permit in R-80 only 
Cemeteries, golf courses, riding stables, dog kennels or veterinary hospitals; commercial raising 
of swine, goats, or fur-bearing animals; removal of gravel, loam, sand or rock; and sawmill 
operations 

Uses Allowed By Special Permit in all Residential Districts 
Nursing homes; private schools; telephone exchange; natural gas or electric power facilities or 
pumping stations; railroad or bus stations; golf clubs; non-profit or commercial recreational areas 
for camping , cabins or cottages; antique or gift shops; apartment houses (not in R-80) 

Dimensional requirements for these districts are shown in Table 3-6.  

Table 3-6 -Barre Dimensional Requirements 
 

 Min. Lot Size Min. Road 
Frontage 

Min. Front 
Set-Back 

Max. Height 

Rural 
Residence 

80,000 s.f. 

(1.8 acres) 
200 ft. 35 ft. 2 ½ stories   

(35 ft.) 

Open 
Residence 

20,000 s.f. 

(0.45 acres) 
120 ft. 30 ft. 2 ½ stories   

(35 ft.) 

General 
Residence 

15,000 s.f. 

(0.34 acres) 
110 ft. 25 ft. 2 ½ stories   

(35 ft.) 

Business & 
Commercial No minimum 100 ft. 40 ft. 3 stories  

(40 ft.) 

Industrial  40,000 s.f. 

(0.92) 
130 ft. 50 ft. 3 stories  

(50 ft.) 

Limited 
Business 30,000 s.f. 130 ft. 50 ft. 2.5 stories 

(35 ft.) 
Source: Barre zoning bylaws 

Oakham 
The entire town is designated as an Agricultural Rural Residential District, and virtually all of 
the land that the Byway passes through is permanently protected forested land. 
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Rutland 
The Rutland segment passes through land that is predominantly zoned as a Residence District 
(R60). There are two tiny business districts and one tiny “light industrial” district in the southeast 
section. There is also a Village District (recently adopted and pending Attorney General 
approval) located along a fairly long stretch of the central section of the Rutland Byway.  This 
district is being targeted for higher density development with a mix of uses, including 
neighborhood-scale businesses and diverse housing. The uses for this district are delineated 
below: 
 
Uses Allowed by Right in the Village District 

• Single and Two-Family Dwellings without Site Plan Approval 
• Non-Residential Uses upon Site Plan Approval: 

retail sales; personal service shops; professional offices; banks, including drive-up 
windows; package stores; produce markets; day care facilities; sit down and fast food 
restaurants, including drive-up windows; artisan shops; bed and breakfast 
establishments  

The new or expanded structure must be less than 5,000 square feet of gross floor area. 

Uses Allowed by Special Permit in the Village District 
Multi-family uses (three or more units) if units are in addition to business uses proposed or are 
located in upper floors of structures (by site plan approval; floor area of non-residential 
structures greater than 5,000 square feet; veterinary hospitals & grooming facilities; auto service 
stations; theaters, skating, bowling, fitness clubs, hotels, motels and inns; small appliance or 
equipment repairs 
 
As shown in Table 3-7, relatively dense development is allowed in the Village District. The 
height restriction of four stories (or 50 feet) for non-residential structures is the greatest number 
of stories allowed in any zoning district along the Byway (though the height restriction in two 
Barre districts is 50 feet or three stories). In addition, the minimum lot size of 10,000 square feet 
in the Village District is the smallest allowed along the Byway. There are no water or sewer lines 
along or in the vicinity of the Byway, which may inhibit future development in this area. 
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Table 3-7 - Rutland Village & Residence District Dimensional Requirements along the 
Byway 

  Min Lot Size Min. Road 
Frontage 

Min. Front  
Set-Back 

Max. Height 

Village District  
Non-Residential 

10,000 s.f. 
(0.23 acres) 100 ft. 20 ft. 50 ft. (4 

stories)* 
Village District  
Residential (single or two-
family, not in addition to 
business uses) 

43,560 s.f 
(1 acre) 150 ft.  35 ft. (2 ½ 

stories) 

Residence District-60 65,340 s.f. 
(1.5 acres) 

 
200 ft. 30 ft. 35 ft. (2 ½ 

stories) 
Source: Rutland zoning bylaws 

Paxton 
The Paxton segment of the Byway passes through a district called General Residential A from 
the Worcester Line to the Town Center. Just northwest of the Center the Byway passes through a 
district called General Residential B, which covers the rest of the Byway to the Rutland Town 
Line. The Byway passes through a couple of small business districts, one just before the Center, 
and the other in the center of Town, across from the Common. There are currently no limits in 
the zoning bylaws on floor space for new businesses; however these districts are essentially 
built-out, with no vacant lots large enough to be considered buildable for new businesses. One of 
the recommendations in the 2008 Paxton Master Plan is to identify new areas in Town that are 
suitable for commercial development, though there is no mention of whether additional areas 
along the Byway would be considered. 

The entire stretch of the Byway in the General Residential A District is served by municipal 
water. About one third of the southern-most part of the Byway in the General Residential B 
District (north of the Center) is also served by municipal water, however the other two-thirds (to 
the Rutland Town Line) is not.  There is no town sewer in Paxton.  

Uses allowed by right in the General Residential A & B districts 
Uses allowed by right include: Single-family dwellings and agricultural uses 

Uses allowed by Special Permit in the General Residential A & B districts 
Nursing homes, bed and breakfasts, medical clinics and hospitals, golf clubs, recreational 
facilities, animal hospitals and kennels; stone quarries, radio, television or communication 
towers; riding stables, and earth removal.   

The land north of the Center is not served by municipal water or sewer. 
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Table 3-8 - Paxton Dimensional Requirements 

District Min Lot Size Min. Road 
Frontage 

Min. Front 
Set-Back 

Max. Height 

General Residential A 30,000 s.f. 
(0.68 acres) 

100 ft. 40 ft. 2 ½ stories 

General Residential B 60,000 s.f. 
(1.37 acres) 

200 ft. 40 ft. 2 ½ stories  

Business 25,000 s.f. 
(0.57 acres) 

business 

20,000 s.f  
(0.45 acres) 
residential. 

125 ft.  
business 

 
 

100 ft. 
residential 

30 ft. 
 
 
 

30 ft. 

2 ½ stories 

Source: Paxton zoning bylaws 

Potential for Future Development Along the Byway 

Petersham 
There are approximately six short stretches along the Byway that are potentially developable, 
each less than a half-mile in length.  However, the entire town is zoned as Residential-
Agricultural and most commercial development is only allowed by special permit (and only if 
the structures have 2,500 square feet of floor space or less).  Also there is a residential 
development limit in place of six dwelling units per year, though currently this limitation is set to 
expire in 2009.  Based on these limitations, as well as the fairly stringent dimensional 
requirements throughout town (See Table 3-5), the potential for obtrusive future development 
along the Byway in Petersham is minimal.  

Barre 
The scenic nature of a few short stretches along the rural portion of the Barre Byway (between 
the Barre Center and the Petersham Town Line) could be affected by future residential 
development on large lots.  Only farms and detached single family and two-family dwellings are 
allowed by right in this district, which is zoned as Rural Residence.  As shown in Table 3-6, the 
minimum lot size is 1.8 acres, minimum road frontage is 200 feet and minimum front setback is 
35 feet.  The two commercial districts along this stretch are essentially built-out.  

Oakham 
Within this portion of the Byway corridor, 77% of the land is permanently protected.  The rest of 
this corridor is adjacent to wetlands. 
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Rutland 
A 100-unit residential development is slated to be built along the Byway just north of Lizzy Lane 
and south of Bedrock Golf Course. If this entire subdivision is built, it will probably increase 
traffic in this area, as well as change its rural feel, since this area is currently wooded.  
 
A newly created half-mile long Village District (recently adopted and pending Attorney General 
approval) is located along the Byway just north of the above planned subdivision.  Single- and 
two-family dwellings are allowed by right, as are a number of retail businesses, including fast 
food restaurants with drive-up windows.  For non-residential uses, the minimum lot size is 
10,000 square feet, and building heights up to 4 stories are allowed.  The maximum floor area is 
5,000 square feet. While this new zoning could generate much needed services for Byway 
motorists, and the site planning standards appear to have provided for attractive development, the 
rural character may change depending on the amount of development that occurs. 

Paxton 

There are a few small pockets of potentially-developable land in the General Residential B 
(GRB) district north of the Center, but most of the land within the Byway corridor is essentially 
developed or undevelopable due to environmental constraints. Only single family dwellings on 
30,000 square foot lots are allowed in the GRB district, as well as farms. 



Chapter  4 

Archeological, Historical and 
Cultural Resources 
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CHAPTER 4 - ARCHEOLOGICAL, HISTORICAL, & CULTURAL 
RESOURCES 
 
Historical Overview 
 
The Lost Villages Scenic Byway derives its name from the many areas once settled that were 
abandoned or virtually abandoned as a result of changes in human settlement patterns, the 
creation of the Quabbin Reservoir and its aqueduct system, and other historic events. The “lost 
villages”, described in more detail later, include the following: 
 

• The former Town of Dana 
• The Indian Caves 
• West Rutland Village and the 

many summer homes around 
Long Pond. 

• Coldbrook Springs Village 
• White Valley Village 
• Nichewaug, a Nipmuc 

settlement 
• The settlements once located 

in what is now Moore State 
Park 

• Old mill villages 
• Old farm settlements and 

others. 
 

The five towns of the Scenic Byway contain an abundance of archeological, historical and 
cultural resources.  The geography, wildlife, climate, and many other factors lead to the 
settlement by a wide variety of civilizations.  The area played host to Native Americans for 
thousands of years prior to its settlement by the early European colonists.  Successes and failures 
of hunting, farming, trade routes, and industry have shaped the region. 
 
Petersham 
 
Petersham is the third largest town in the state, with over 54 square miles of beautiful forested 
and agricultural land, and another 14 square miles beneath the surface of the Quabbin Reservoir. 
Thanks in part to the importance of the mandated preservation of land around the water supply 
and philanthropy, well over 50 percent of the town is permanently protected for conservation 
purposes. The rest is in private hands, many of which are carrying on centuries old traditions of 
farming, forestry and small business. Though lacking easy access to major employment centers, 
residents remain because they value this place and its rich history, and the way that history is 
revealed in the landscape as a tangible reminder of days gone by.  
 
For thousands of years before European settlement, Petersham was inhabited by the Nipmucs, 
who likely roamed the hills and valleys seasonally for hunting, fishing and gathering activities, 
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but had no large settlements. The section of town known as Nichewaug contains evidence of a 
native planting field, and hunting and fishing camps likely occurred along streams and at 
Pottapaug Pond.  While sparsely settled, the landscape was managed to a limited degree through 
the use of fire. 
 
In 1733 the town was granted as “Volunteers Town” to a group of 71 proprietors as payment for 
their service in the French and Indian War.  Following the usual pattern of colonial development 
in New England, townships “six miles square” were divided among the proprietors, each of 
whom got a 55- to 100-acre home lot on the central ridge, as well as an equal share in outlying 
divisions. Settled beginning in 1736, Volunteers Town grew to at least 47 families by 1754, 
when it was incorporated as Petersham.  
 
After the Revolutionary War, Petersham began its greatest period of growth, which continued 
through the 1830s. Like most of the surrounding towns, this expansion was driven by the 
flourishing market for farm products as cities and mill towns expanded to the east. As 
transportation improved, products shifted from beef, pork and cheese to more perishable foods 
like milk, butter and vegetables.  
 
As a result, improved pasture and mowing land increased from 1,378 acres in 1771 to 13,667 
acres in 1831, some 61 percent of the town’s total area. By 1840, 80 percent of the town was in 
agricultural use, and the town had reached its peak population of 1,775 residents. During the 
same period, numerous water-based industries grew up along the streams and rivers of the town. 
Lacking major rivers with reliable water flow, most of these were small affairs. The most notable 
of Petersham’s industrial sites were at Factory Village, in the section known as Nichewaug, and 
Slab City, a village near Connor’s Pond.  Both villages depended on the waters of the East 
Branch of the Swift River. With the 1873 opening of the Springfield-Athol Railroad along the 
Swift River in Dana, the focus of transportation and industry shifted. Today, while the dam at 
Connor’s Pond remains, all the mills and surrounding villages are gone. 
 
Likewise, after its agricultural heyday in the early nineteenth Century, much of Petersham’s 
farmland was gradually abandoned. The opening up of the Midwestern states created a cheaper 
source of many agricultural products and an irresistible lure for young farmers to migrate west. 
Population steadily declined, falling to 642 persons in 1920. As the abandoned fields grew in 
with stands of White Pine, there was a new boom in commercial logging for the manufacture of 
boxes, which peaked from 1880 to 1910.  
 
The center of community life, from colonial times to the present day, is the Petersham Common. 
This was chosen as the site of the original 1738 meetinghouse, the First Congregational Parish, 
Unitarian (the Unitarian Church) in Petersham, and grew into a lively commercial and 
institutional focus through the nineteenth century.  The center also housed many cottage 
industries and a cheese factory from 1860 through the 1880s.  Despite six fires around the 
Common throughout history, which claimed churches, businesses, homes and two town halls, the 
community always rebuilt.  The present First Congregational Parish, Unitarian (the Unitarian 
Church) building is the third, due to fires.  The Orthodox Congregational Church broke away 
from the more liberal Unitarian Church in 1840 (approximately). 
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Much of the impetus for the growth and protection of the Center was the development of a 
thriving summer resort economy, which began in the 1850s and continued for almost a century. 
Relatively wealthy city folk bought up the old farmsteads and fine homes around the Common, 
where they found some relief from the summer heat of Boston. Perhaps no one was more 
important in the growth of the summer colony than James Brooks, who was born in Petersham in 
1833 and returned in the 1860s after making his fortune as a shoe manufacturer, lawyer and 
diplomat. Brooks became a gentleman farmer, and promoted the Town among his city 
acquaintances.  He purchased the Petersham Hotel, built on the Common in 1884, and when it 
burned, he commissioned the grand Nichewaug Inn, which opened in 1899.  
 
From 1890 to 1910 he also bought up almost seventy properties, including parcels around the 
Common and many abandoned farms, especially along the East Branch of the Swift River. 
Before his death in 1912, he served on the board of The Trustees of Reservations, and with their 
help established the 2,000 acre Harvard Forest. His heirs were instrumental in setting aside the 
Brooks Woodland Preserve and the North Common Meadow.  The Swift River Reservation was 
acquired through the generosity of other philanthropists.  
 
One of the most significant events for the town’s landscape was the completion of the Quabbin 
Reservoir, created to provide drinking water to metropolitan Boston.  In 1936 about 10,000 
acres, formerly part of the town of Dana, were added to Petersham. At the same time, a 
significant portion of Petersham’s land was claimed for watershed protection/conservation; today 
one quarter of the town is under the control of the Massachusetts Department of Conservation 
and Recreation (DCR). This has made Petersham part of one of the largest areas of relatively 
intact forest in central New England, a 3,000-square mile region stretching from the Quabbin to 
Cardigan Mountain in New Hampshire. 
 
Today Petersham is mostly residential, with much of the population commuting to work in other 
communities or working at a diverse range of home-based small businesses.  The town’s 
principal businesses are farming and tourism, with a growing number of home-based businesses, 
artists and writers. While there are many small farms scattered throughout the town, the largest 
working farm is on Maple Lane, where the Perkins family raises livestock.  Thousands of acres 
of protected land attract people for hiking, biking, fishing, hunting, birding, camping and the 
general enjoyment of this pristine area. The central village is included in a mile-long Historic 
District and remains as a living museum of nineteenth century townscape. With just over 1,300 
residents, the community continues to grow at a manageable rate, but faces continued challenges 
in protecting its unique character and sense of place.1 
 
Of special significance is Shays's Rebellion which was an armed insurrection by farmers in 
Western Massachusetts against the state government from 1786 to 1787. Debt-ridden farmers, 
struck by the economic depression that followed the American Revolution, petitioned the state 
senate to issue paper money and to halt foreclosure of mortgages on their property and their own 
                                                 
1 Petersham Reconnaissance Report, Upper Quaboag Watershed And North Quabbin Region Landscape Inventory, 
Massachusetts Heritage Landscape Inventory Program, Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, 
Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission and the North Quabbin Regional Landscape Partnership, 
Spring 2008. 
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imprisonment for debt as a result of high land taxes. Sentiment was particularly high against the 
commercial interests who controlled the State Senate in Boston, and the lawyers who hastened 
the farmers' bankruptcy by their exorbitant fees for litigation. When the State Senate failed to 
undertake reform, armed insurgents in the Berkshire Hills and the Connecticut Valley, under the 
leadership of Daniel Shays and others, began (August of 1786) forcibly to prevent the county 
courts from sitting to make judgments for debt.  In September they forced the state supreme 
court at Springfield to adjourn. Early in 1787, Governor James Bowdoin appointed General 
Benjamin Lincoln to command 4,400 men against the rebels.  Before these troops arrived at 
Springfield, General William Shepard's soldiers repelled an attack on the federal arsenal. The 
rebels, losing several men, had dispersed, and Lincoln's troops pursued them to Petersham, 
where they were finally routed. Shays escaped to Vermont. Most of the leaders were pardoned 
almost immediately, and Shays was finally pardoned in June, 1788. The rebellion influenced 
Massachusetts's ratification of the United States Constitution; it also swept Bowdoin out of office 
and achieved some of its legislative goals.2 
 
Barre 
 
Originally incorporated as a part of Rutland in 1714, the land that is now Barre was not 
permanently settled until the 1730s. The area was likely part of the original twelve-mile square 
Naquag Indian grant of 1686 that included native sites associated with seasonal hunting and 
fishing along the Prince and Burnshirt Rivers. In 1753 Barre was established as a district within 
the Town of Rutland but in 1774 was incorporated as the Town of Hutchinson. In 1776, at the 
request of the town’s people, the legislature changed its name to Barre. A two-acre town 
common was first established in 1740, which became the civic center of the community 
throughout the eighteenth century with the building of the Town House, several churches, inns 
and the stagecoach stop. Barre’s development follows the pattern of other towns in the region 
beginning with dispersed agricultural development.  The rolling hills and stream valleys were 
well suited to an early agrarian way of life.  In the mid to late eighteenth century, minor saw and 
grist mills were developed along the river corridors and by 1794 there were eleven mills in town, 
including one fulling mill3, five grist mills, a flax and linseed oil mill, several mechanics shops, 
and brickyards.  
 
Mill development spread down the Prince River corridor through the Ware River valley down to 
South Barre and Barre Plains.  The industrial wealth brought in regional architects to design a 
number of prominent private and public buildings in town, most notably in the Center around the 
Commons.  Paul and Hiram Wadsworth established a woolen mill in the area now known as 
South Barre in 1834 and started the Wadsworth Woolen Company.  In 1844 Arthur Denny 
acquired the mill and the village became known as Dennyville.  Several incarnations of a woolen 
mill have existed on the same site and one built in 1857 after the original burned remains there 
today. The mill changed hands again in 1882 when James E. Crossley purchased it, and the 
village became known as Crossleyville. 
                                                 
2 "Shays's Rebellion." The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition. 2008. Retrieved June 17, 2009 from 
Encyclopedia.com: http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1E1-ShayssRe.html 
 
3 Fulling is a step in woolen cloth making which involves the cleansing of cloth (particularly wool) to eliminate oils, 
dirt, and other impurities, and making it thicker. 
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In the mid-nineteenth century, a reservoir was constructed in the northern part of Barre to 
provide a controlled flow of water for water-powered manufacturing along the Prince River.  
Several minor mill ponds with canals to provide water to the mill turbines were developed along 
the Prince River at this time, many of which were destroyed by a flood in 1868 when the 
reservoir dam gave way. Only a few factories were re-built after the flood and several of these 
were lost again in the 1938 hurricane, but one canal remains at the Heald Foundry. Although 
industry in Barre during the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries turned largely to wood 
and metal working, industry and development in South Barre centered on textiles. Francis 
Willey, an English wool broker, purchased the former Denny/Crossley woolen mill complex in 
1900. Willey reopened the mill as the Barre Wool Combing Company in 1903. The village of 
South Barre grew to include the Blythe Hotel (still standing) and homes for the mill managers on 
Vernon Avenue.  Worker housing in three distinct ethnic neighborhoods developed between 
1910 and 1916.  
 
In 1926 the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR, formerly 
Metropolitan District Commission (MDC)) began to acquire lands in Barre for the Quabbin 
Reservoir to supply drinking water to Boston and other points east leading to a decline in 
population. The Great Depression contributed to declines in both population and the viability of 
Barre’s industrial economy during the early decades of the twentieth century.  Following World 
War II and the increasing popularity of the automobile, Barre became primarily a residential 
town for commuters to Worcester and Boston.  At this time Barre also reinvented itself as one of 
the cultural centers of the region and hosted popular band concerts in the historic bandstand on 
the Common. As the twentieth century progressed, Barre returned to its small town roots, 
becoming once again a relatively quiet, rural town with some active farmland and local 
businesses and industry. The Common remains the civic and cultural center of the community 
while South Barre retains its industrial mill village charm and character.4 
 
Oakham 
 
Oakham is a residential hill town on Five Mile River corridor, with possible native sites at 
Muddy Pond and Browning Pond. The first permanent European settlement was in the peripheral 
area of Rutland circa 1845 by Scotch-Irish Presbyterian immigrants. A Meetinghouse was 
established in 1761 followed by dispersed eighteenth century agricultural settlement, with 
development of small early nineteenth century village at meetinghouse center, and nineteenth 
century mineral springs resort at Coldbrook. 
 
Little industrial development occurred; marginal farmsteads were abandoned; and population 
declined from 1850 to 1950. The Coldbrook Springs settlement was removed as part of Quabbin 
Reservoir Aqueduct system. Significant southern tracts are now state forest. Intensifying 
suburban development has threatened remaining agricultural landscapes. A significant 
                                                 
4 Barre Reconnaissance Report, Upper Quaboag Watershed And North Quabbin Region Landscape Inventory, 
Massachusetts Heritage Landscape Inventory Program, Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, 
Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission and the North Quabbin Regional Landscape Partnership, 
Spring 2008. 
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percentage of eighteenth and early nineteenth century vernacular dwellings remain, although a 
number are deteriorating or abandoned.  Mid-nineteenth century Oakham Center is largely intact.  
 
Like so many of the northern Worcester County upland towns, few Native American sites are 
reported, and none have been carefully described. A few sites are probably located in Town, with 
some greatest potential along Browning, Dean, Muddy, and Adams ponds, and the Five Mile 
River.  Seasonal hunting and fishing by small Native American family and task groups from base 
camps to the south has been hypothesized. 
 
In 1775 the population was 598. The most significant factor of Oakham's population was the 
presence of Scotch-Irish immigrants, who had come to the parent town of Rutland but had 
relocated, with their Presbyterian meetinghouse, from the West Rutland area.  Initially, they 
outnumbered native Congregationalists and so the town's first established church (1767) was 
Presbyterian.  
 
Oakham was the southwest corner of the twelve-mile purchase of 1686 from Native Americans.  
It was originally known as Rutland West Wing, or the Dublin District. Historians have 
categorized the town as Poor Agrarian, one of a few so labeled in the county. Upland primarily, 
the settlers of neighboring New Braintree criticized the quality of the land during debates over 
the town's formation. Grazing was emphasized within agricultural pursuits. 
 
The Town purchased the Presbyterian meetinghouse from West Rutland in 1761, moved it to 
Oakham Center and rebuilt it without a steeple. Work was not completed until 1785.  In 1767, 
the town voted to build five schoolhouses.  The first of these were said to have been built of log. 
 
The colonial roads continued to be used from 1775 through 1830. In addition, the Sixth 
Massachusetts Turnpike (chartered 1801) ran across the northern part of town (Old Turnpike 
Road), bypassing Oakham Center. A new county road from New Braintree to Worcester 
(Robinson Road-South Road) was established through the southern part of town. 
 
The town's population continued to grow throughout the period, from 598 in 1775 to 1,010 in 
1830, with the highest increase between 1810 and 1820. This increase was in spite of an 
important immigration episode in the 1790s when families moved to the newly opened areas in 
New York, Vermont, and Canada.  Early in the period the town established a subscription 
library. Like so many other towns, the period's end brought conflict between Unitarian and 
Trinitarian factions within the First Parish Church. The Unitarians retained control of the 
meetinghouse while 74 withdrew to form an Evangelical church.  A small village developed 
along the roads leading north and west of the second meetinghouse (1815), with a few high-style 
residences. Otherwise, dispersed agricultural settlement continued.  
 
During the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, agriculture was the primary activity of 
the town's residents. A high proportion, 80.6 percent, of the town's land was unimproved and 
woodlot in 1784, with an additional 6.6 percent classed as unimprovable.  An average percentage 
of the land was under tillage, 2.7 percent, with lower figures of meadow and mowing land, 5.7 
percent, and of pasturage, 4.4 percent. As in neighboring New Braintree, dairying was becoming 
more important than cattle and hog-raising for meat, with cheese production exceeding 100,000 
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pounds annually. Most manufacturing activities during this period were directly related to 
agriculture or compatible with the agricultural schedule.  In 1795 two sawmills, two gristmills, 
and a fulling mill operated in the town. By the early 1830s, two tanneries and a plough 
manufacturer had been established.  Three palm-leaf hat dealers managed more than 50 women 
working in their homes, providing them with the palm leaves and marketing the finished hats. 
Despers Palm Leaf Hat Factory was located at the intersection of Prince River and Old 
Coldbrook Road.5  In 1832 more than 20,000 hats were made. The only exception to this pattern 
of work was a small cotton mill established in Coldbrook Springs before 1830.  
 
A new meetinghouse (Congregational) was erected in 1814. This building, originally one-story, 
measured 50 feet by 40 feet. The structure was enlarged in 1845 by raising it to two stories (town 
hall occupied first floor) and extending part of the gable end facade so that the church now had a 
definite Greek Revival character. The three-bay center entry was recessed between projecting 
"flankers” which were built out in 1845 to the Doric columns. The church had a square tower 
with a truncated spire. The 1845 alterations also involved moving the structure slightly west of 
its 1814 location and turning it to face westward. 
 
A 1790 brick school was located on the north side of the Old Turnpike Road near the junction 
with Scott Road. The 1828 brick school in the center was raised to two stories between 1836 and 
1837, converted to a carriage house in 1840, had a frame addition to the rear in 1859, and finally 
constructed as a two-story, three-bay, pyramidal-roofed, side-passage plan with a central 
chimney.  
 
During the first twenty years of the period the growth trend established earlier continued, 
expanding from 1,010 in 1830 to 1,137 in 1850.  Thereafter began a long downward trend, 
reaching 860 in 1870. Throughout the period, the foreign-born population, Irish, English, and 
Canadians, remained small, under 5 percent. Agriculture remained dominant, with less than a 
third of the men employed in manufacturing as farming. An almshouse appeared briefly in 1860. 
The town supported a number of familiar voluntary associations, including a Library Association 
(1848), a Lyceum (1851), Debating 
Association (1856), and Franklin 
Literary Society (1858). In a 
parallel development, the town 
instituted a high school in 1851. 
The Evangelical and Unitarian 
churches were reunited during the 
first decade of the period, while 
Baptists met in Coldbrook, and 
later the Methodists met in the 
center.  
 
In 1843, a former Baptist church from Rutland was moved to the center and used as the 
Methodist Episcopal Church until 1864, after which it was converted to a cheese factory. In the 
northeast, Coldbrook Springs developed as a mineral springs resort and as a small industrial 
center, with most development along the Coldbrook/County Road corridor. 
                                                 
5 Information provided by Richard Fenton 
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Although several new manufacturing enterprises appeared in Oakham during the 1840s and 
1850s, agriculture remained the leading economic activity for most of the town's residents. 
Cheese dominated dairy production on the farm until the late 1860s, when a cheese factory was 
established and centralized production in a factory in the town center. By 1875 production 
exceeded 100,000 pounds valued at more than $21,000. Butter-making and sales of whole milk 
were gaining importance by the early 1870s. Whole milk production and sales increased from 
6,000 gallons in 1865 to nearly 30,000 gallons in 1875, while butter production rose from 13,000 
to 32,000 pounds during the same period.  The increased focus on dairying meant more land was 
devoted to hay and pasture, while the cultivation of corn and other grains declined by as much as 
50 percent between the 1840s and the 1870s. 
 
The manufacturing sector of Oakham's economy remained small and, for the most part, was 
carried out in small shops or in the home. Wood and metal working predominated after the 
1840s, but during the 1830s and 1840s leather tanning and boot and shoe making were the 
leading activities. In 1845 nearly 70 men produced 3,800 boots and shoes and bottomed 70,000 
pairs of shoes, work probably put out from the large North Brookfield or Spencer shops. 
Woodworking consisted of a small chair and cabinet shop, a carriage shop, cooper shop (which 
made meat casks and powder kegs), a shop that built waterwheels, at least three sawmills, and 
two mills that made sashes, doors, and blinds. Metal working establishments included a small 
shop that manufactured ploughs, seed drills, and cultivators from the 1830s to the 1850s, several 
blacksmith shops, a stove foundry, and a wire goods manufactory which produced sieves, dish 
covers, corn poppers, and rattraps. In 1865 this was the leading industry, employing 36 men and 
women who produced $22,000 worth of goods. The wire was probably obtained from the wire 
manufactories of neighboring Spencer. 
 
The cotton mill at Coldbrook Springs was converted to a satinet6 mill by 1837.  The operation 
remained very small, with only six power looms and a handful of employees. In 1845, only 600 
yards of satinet were produced, and by the end of the decade, the mill was closed. Coldbrook 
Springs, however, was a thriving small village by the late 1860s, containing the Cold Spring 
House, a hotel/boarding house for visitors built next to a sulphur spring and an iron spring with a 
bath house; a blacksmith shop; a store, post office, and billiard hall; a machine shop; a box mill; 
and at least ten houses. 
 
There was a major decline in the number of period buildings that survived, which must reflect to 
some extent the population figures for the period. Scattered examples existed of center and 
double chimney forms, but the most common house type is the gable-end, side-passage plan of 
three bays. Most of these appear to date from the first half of the period. Of note are two temple 
front, three-bay houses dating from circa 1836. One has a Doric portico supporting an extended 
pediment and sheltering a flush board facade.  Parallel pilasters and a Gothic blind in the attic are 
significant details. The second is similar in form, but has double-mullioned sidelights and a 
Gothic fanlight in the attic. The Methodists purchased the Baptist church from Coldbrook 
Springs in 1840 and moved it to Oakham Center. The two-story frame structure had a five-bay, 
gable-end flushboarded facade with a center entry. Pilasters at the corners of the building 
                                                 
6 One of the important textile manufactures of New England in the early industrial period was satinet, a satin-like 
fabric made largely from cotton. www.newenglandtowns.org 
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originally measured 46 by 36 feet. The Methodist church dissolved in 1863, and the following 
year the church was sold and converted to a cheese factory.  In 1908, the building was converted 
into housing and is still used for that purpose. East and West Center schools were erected circa 
1836. 
 
The nineteenth century roads continued to be used from 1870 to 1915. In 1873, the Ware River 
Railroad opened service just across the border from Coldbrook Springs in Barre. In 1887, the 
Central Massachusetts Railroad opened service across the northeast corner of town, passing 
north of Muddy Pond, with a station at Coldbrook Springs.  
 
Throughout this period, the town's population continued to shrink, from 860 in 1870 to a low of 
519 in 1905, followed by small temporary gains during the final decade. Within the total, the 
percentage of foreign-born fluctuated between 85 and 105, before rising to 12 percent in 1915. 
Still, the total numbers were well under 100, and included the Irish, an increasing number of 
French Canadians and Nova Scotians, plus small numbers of Poles. Agriculture remained the 
overwhelming source of employment, particularly as manufacturing dropped from just over 100 
to only 32 males in 1915. 
 
The town maintained a grade school at the center and sent high school age students to 
neighboring towns.  “Tramps” increased in numbers and the town reestablished an almshouse 
between 1876 and 1885.  At that time it joined with neighbors to form a Poor Farm Association 
and finally joined Charlton's Association in 1910. 
 
Several structures were added to the central village, including Memorial Hall (1874), Fobes 
Memorial Library (1908), and a building housing a store and post office (1908). Resort activity 
continued at Coldbrook Springs, stimulated by period railroad connections, and an additional 
cluster of houses was built at the Pine Road and County Road intersection. Significant farmstead 
abandonment occurred during this time period. 
 
Non-agricultural activities in Oakham remained limited through the end of the century. Shoe 
bottoming, carried on largely in home workshops and by farmers, continued into the late 1870s 
or early 1880s before mechanization and centralization in the shoe factories of North Brookfield 
and Spencer ended the practice of putting out work. Wheelwrighting, carriage-making, 
blacksmithing, the manufacture of boxes, cutting of lumber, wire goods manufacturing, the 
manufacture of cooking, lighting, and heating apparatus, a small printing and bookbinding firm, 
and a manufactory of polishes and dressings operated in the town between the Civil War and 
World War I.  The cheese factory closed by the early 1880s as Oakham’s farmers turned almost 
totally to butter and milk production.  Grains, vegetables, and most production continued to be 
important, though the quantity and value of all three declined sharply after the 1880s, as dairying 
dominated agricultural activity.  Milk production increased tenfold between 1875 and 1895 and 
hay and pasture land also rose in acreage. Poultry and fruit came along with milk production, 
signaling a greater emphasis on commercial agriculture by the 1880s. 
 
Memorial Hall, a two-and-a-half-story, three-bay, gable-end, side-entry structure, was erected in 
1874 north of the meetinghouse to function as both the Town Hall and a school. The building 
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displays some elements of Stick Style ornamentation.  In 1908, the two-story, gable store and 
post office were constructed in the center. 
 
The Central Massachusetts Railroad was abandoned. The County Road in the northeast from 
Barre to Rutland was improved as part of Route 122.  Very little information is available on the 
small farming community between 1915 and 1940. Population figures continued to shrink, from 
527 in 1915 to 423 in 1940. The town had 55.6 percent of its population classified as rural, third 
highest in the county after New Braintree and Hubbardston. 
 
Little change occurred in the central village. The Coldbrook Springs settlement was removed 
with the installation of the Quabbin aqueduct for the upper Ware River, as part of the 
Metropolitan Water System.  Some cottage development occurred on the west side of Dean 
Pond, and to a lesser degree around Browning Pond.  Oakham's economy was based almost 
entirely on agriculture during the period between the wars, as most of its surviving small 
industries closed. Dairying was the major agricultural activity, with orcharding, poultry, and 
vegetables also important. 
 
Rutland 
 
Rutland is a residential hill town on a historic corridor northwest of the City of Worcester in the 
central highlands, with native site potential at several local ponds, including Demond and 
Muschopauge Ponds.  The first permanent European settlement was around 1719.  Settlers were 
subject to repeated native harassment, with the last local fatalities in 1724. Eighteenth century 
agricultural settlements were dispersed throughout town.  The meetinghouse site was established 
in 1720.  The area was the site of a small Revolutionary War prison barracks. Small-scale 
nineteenth century industrial development occurred with main foci at West Rutland basket 
factories (later woolen mills) and Rutland Center shoe industry.  Small-scale late nineteenth 
century hill town health resort development led to establishment of major institutional centers for 
treatment of tuberculosis, including the first state-operated sanitarium in the country (1898), a 
Veterans Administration Hospital (1923), and a state prison farm (1903 to 1934) with hospital 
facilities.  The twentieth century conversion of western tracts to a state park and watershed 
management area removed much of the settlement fabric, including the West Rutland industrial 
center and prison camp facilities.  Development of tuberculosis vaccines led to abandonment and 
conversion of hospital complexes. The Veterans Administration structures remained intact as 
part of Rutland Heights State Hospital (now demolished). Despite moderate postwar suburban 
development, some functional agricultural landscapes remain, many with intact eighteenth and 
nineteenth century vernacular farmsteads. 
 
Between 1500 and 1675, the key pre-colonial transportation routes included an upland tributary 
area on the corridor between Quaboag and Nashaway foci. A trail was created from southwest 
Seven Mile River and Browning Pond conjectured on Pleasantdale Road past Demond Pond to 
junction with west trail conjectured along Whitehall Road-Barrack Hill Road. The following 
trail/route branches developed a northwest branch route developed on Pine Plain Road to 
Coldbrook Springs, an eastern trail conjectured along Main Street-Naquag Street with alternate 
loop around Muschopauge Pond on Wachusett Street-Muschopauge Road; a northeastern branch 
to Wachusett area conjectured on Glenwood Road-Ridge Road-Calamint Road and an upland 
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north branch to East Branch Ware River conjectured on Campbell Street-Davis Street to East 
Branch corridor trail (Longmeadow Road and Intervale Road). 
 
As in most northern Worcester County towns, reported settlement sites supported primarily 
hunting and fishing activities are few.  As an upland area, sites were small and represented short 
duration primarily located near the shores of the town's ponds, Turkey Hill, Demond, Long, 
Moulton, Muschopauge, and Edson, as well as near the Branch Ware River. Density in this and 
neighboring areas was probably lower than southerly river valleys.  Some sites probably 
supported task groups from larger base camps to the east at Lancaster, Sterling, and Princeton, to 
the south at the Brookfields and Worcester, or to the west in the Swift River Valley. 
 
Little changed in Rutland during the plantation period prior to the colonial period. From 1675 to 
1775, native trails were improved as roads. However, after the 1720 meetinghouse location was 
established, roads tended to migrate toward the center from outlying farms and districts.  The 
North-South County Road was laid through the Center in 1767 (East County Road-Davis Street-
Pommogussett Road-Maple Avenue). 
 
Settlers to the Rutland grant come from old eastern towns, including Boston, Lexington, 
Concord, Sudbury, Marlborough, Framingham, and Lancaster, as well as Brookfield to the 
southwest. Of particular interest was the group of recently arrived Scotch-Irish, who eventually 
clustered in the west wing, or Oakham. Church formation came somewhat later than normal, 
thirteen years after land division and five after incorporation, due to the withdrawal of the 
Presbyterian portion of the town's population which was 40 percent of the population. By 1720, 
50 families had settled in the town. Few figures are available before the period's end, when the 
total equaled 1,090 in 1765, but dropped to 1,006 ten years later. The town experienced an 
outbreak of throat distemper in 1749, lost 60 children to dysentery in 1756, and eight more to 
smallpox three years later.  
 
This area, called Naquag, was purchased from Native Americans (Nipmucs) in 1686. The total 
grant measured twelve square miles and included all or part of the neighboring towns on all sides 
but the southeast. Settlement by colonials was delayed by continuing frontier hostilities and the 
grant was confirmed in 1713. In 1714, half the area was opened and divided for settlement, 
focusing the lots in an oblong area near the town center for purposes of defense. The 
meetinghouse was located on a hill south of the center on ten acres set aside for public uses, 
including a burying ground, training field, and a school.  The pound was located further east on 
Main Street.  The initial distribution consisted of 62 lots of 30 acres, clustered in small groups 
with a defensive structure for each group. A second division in 1720 added five acres of meadow 
to each, followed by seven further divisions ending in 1757 and totaling 305 acres. Incorporation 
took place in 1722, and as the land distribution diminished, so came the division of the outlying 
areas of the original grant as Rutland District (Barre) in 1749, Princeton town (East Wing), and 
West Wing Precinct (Oakham) in 1759, Paxton town in 1765, and Hubbardston town in 1767. 
One set of proprietors controlled the initial six-mile section, and other the remaining area of the 
grant. 
 
Like most area towns, Rutland was an agricultural town with emphasis on grazing. In 1719, a 
gristmill and sawmill were established on Mill Brook east of Charnock Hill Road. The town 
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voted to create an almshouse in 1773. It was classified as an Egalitarian Farm Town in 1771 in 
Pruitt's classification. 
 
Center chimney one- and two-story houses and double chimney, two-story plans appear to have 
been the common house form. Surviving buildings seem to be limited. Two survivals were 
recorded from second quarter of the eighteenth century. Of note is the National Historic 
Landmark General Rufus Putnam House west of the center, a two-story, five-bay, double 
chimney, and hipped roof dwelling.  The south door has a full entablature with a four-pane 
transom while the west entrance has a pedimented doorway. The building was originally built 
circa 1760 to 1765.  The first meetinghouse was erected circa 1720 and measured roughly 1,200 
square feet.  The second meetinghouse was built in 1759 and measured roughly 3,000 square 
feet.  Two schools were built in 1734, one in the center and the other in the vicinity of Demond 
Pond.  In 1762 the Joseph Willard parsonage (1723) received an addition of three bays on the 
west end, enlarging the five-bay, center chimney dwelling for conversion to a tavern which 
operated until 1880 on the site of the present Community Building. 
 
During the Federal Period from 1775 to 1830, colonial highways continued in use, with the 
improvement of the main east-west route through the center (Naquag Street-Main Street-Barrack 
Hill Road-Whitehall Road) as part of Sixth Massachusetts Turnpike in 1801.  Growth during the 
period was gradual, from 1,006 in 1776 to 1,276 in 1830. The largest expansion took place 
between 1790 and 1800, when the total grew from 1,072 to 1,202. The Town was one of the 
earliest in the county to establish a subscription library. 
 
Dispersed agricultural settlement continued, with some linear concentration on Main Street, 
mostly east of the meetinghouse. Revolutionary War prison barracks were established west of 
meetinghouse on Barrack Hill Road in 1777. 
 
During the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, Rutland was primarily an agricultural 
community, its soil well adapted to grass, potatoes, and fruit trees.  Livestock-raising was an 
important activity, with much beef, pork, and mutton sent to market annually. Butter and cheese 
were the principal products of the dairy industry. Three grist mills and four sawmills operated in 
the late eighteenth century.  Lumber, charcoal, and pot and pearl ash were important forest 
products.  A moderate portion of the town, 60.6 percent, was unimproved or woodlot, while an 
additional 7.2 percent was classified as unimprovable.  A small amount of land was under tillage, 
2.6 percent, while 10 percent was in mowing and meadow, and 19.3 percent was in pasturage. 
Three small villages, in addition to the center, grew around the early water powered mills by 
1830. In North Rutland, a grist mill, a sawmill, a shingle mill and a clapboard mill were located 
on the East Branch of the Ware River.  At New Boston, a clothier's shop and fulling mill, grist 
and sawmill, trip hammer, circular saws, and lathes for the chair making business were in 
operation; and at West Rutland were located a grist mill, saw and shingle mills, and lathes for 
chair making. The town experienced its largest population of the nineteenth century during the 
1820s and 1830s. 
 
Old photographs and survivals indicate the center and double chimney form, both single and 
double story, was the popular house type. In addition, several two-story, single-pile, rear wall 
chimney houses were observed.  The 1759 meetinghouse burned and was replaced in 1830. Nine 
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school districts were established during the period. Each was constructed in the traditional one-
story, gable end entry form.  Two of these buildings survive as residences.   
 
A barracks was erected in 1777 just west of the center for confining prisoners of General 
Burgoyne's army. The two buildings, measuring 140 by 40 feet and 120 by 40 feet were 
demolished or destroyed by fire by the third quarter of the nineteenth century.  The Prospect 
House appears in circa 1904 photographs as a two-story, six-bay, and double chimney structure 
with a hipped roof.  A large frame ell on the rear may or may not have been original. 
 
The early nineteenth century roads remained in use for quite some time, with the addition of the 
north-south East County Road through North Rutland, and a second County Road from Paxton 
through West Rutland to Coldbrook Springs and Barre. Although a Central Massachusetts 
Railroad route was proposed, no rail service was established through town.  
 
From a high of 1,276 in 1830, the population of Rutland fell to 1,024 in 1870. Small numbers of 
Irish immigrants came to the town, accounting for the majority of the foreign-born, equaling 5.4 
percent in 1855 and 7 percent ten years later. Although agriculture remained the overwhelming 
occupation some townsmen engaged in manufacturing though their numbers totaled well under 
100. The Congregational Church suffered some expected divisions during the 1830s, but 
continued to exist without any reported splits or major disagreements. The Methodists 
established a class here in 1840, and built a meetinghouse in the center on Main Street in 1844, 
but disbanded by 1860. During the end of this period, the town's Catholics began meeting 
together south of town on present Route 122 at Irish Lane, and were joined to Spencer's parish or 
Holy Cross College. The town established another library in 1866, and had a Lyceum during the 
same period.  
 
Marginal agricultural lands were abandoned, while some small-scale industrial development 
occurred at available water power sites, and at the growing linear commercial/meetinghouse 
center. Rural hamlets developed at North Rutland and New Boston on the East Branch Ware 
River corridor, and at White Hall on Longmeadow Brook. A secondary village developed around 
the basket manufacturing focus at West Rutland. Additions were made to Rutland Center, 
including replacements for Congregational churches burned in 1830 and 1849. A Methodist 
church was built in 1844, on the south side of Main Street opposite the Congregational church. 
Shoe shops were built along the Main Street corridor. A new rural cemetery was established to 
the east in 1842. The central, commercial focus remained the Main Street area between the 
Congregational church and Maple Avenue. 
 
Rutland remained an agricultural community through the period, with little manufacturing 
beyond the small shop or home manufacturing stage. A satinet mill was erected about 1830 at 
West Rutland, then called Deathville after one of the mill owners, Morgan and Death.  The small 
mill, which operated until the late 1840s or early 1850s, employed eleven men and women in 
1845 and produced 50,000 yards of cloth worth $20,000. The small village also contained a 
gristmill, board and shingle mill, temperance store, and several mechanics of various trades. 
 
Chairs and cabinetware, woodenware, and carriages were made in the several shops operating 
during his period, but production remained very small. Large quantities of lumber and firewood 
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were cut annually during the 1840s and 1850s.  Boot- and shoemaking was the leading industry 
in Rutland during the late 1830s and 1840s, but declined sharply thereafter. At the industry's 
peak during the 1840s, a large shoe shop in the center employed up to 67 men and 25 women in 
the manufacture of more than 27,000 pairs of boots annually. A small tannery in the town 
provided much of the leather required.  Shoemaking was revived during the 1860s, and by 1870, 
five small shops were in operation in the town. Another type of home manufacturing carried out 
was palm-leaf hat-making.  During the 1830s and 1840s, up to 200 women and girls worked in 
their homes splitting and braiding straw and palm leaves into hats. In 1845, 28,500 hats were 
made. Basket-making was established in the 1860s at West Rutland, where ten or twelve men 
were employed and steam power was utilized to power some of the machinery employed.  
 
Rutland's agricultural practices changed little during the first half of the nineteenth century. As 
late as the 1850s, oxen outnumbered horses on the town's 198 farms.  Dairying and livestock-
raising were the principal activities, and most of the town's farmland was devoted to hay and 
pasture.  Grain cultivation declined sharply after the 1850s; the acreage devoted to its cultivation 
fell by nearly 50 percent between 1855 and 1865.  Butter and cheese production combined 
exceeded 50,000 pounds annually until the 1860s when Rutland's farmers began to market whole 
milk. 
 
Building activity apparently declined steadily throughout the period.  Center chimney "capes" 
and two-story, double chimney, double-pile plans were observed.  Around 1849 or 1850, the 
1830 meetinghouse burned. The new building, erected in 1850, measured 72 by 50 feet and was 
a one-story gable end structure with an entry recessed behind a pair of Ionic columns. The tower 
and spire rose to a height of 120 feet. The Methodist Church on the south side of Main Street was 
built as a gable end building with an entry recessed behind Doric columns, a square tower, and a 
spire. The first separate town hall was built in 1833 and was a two-story, four-bay gable end 
structure with corner pilasters. The building was located on the common west of the present 
Congregational church. Later in the century it functioned as a school. In the early twentieth 
century (?), it was converted to use as a Post Office and moved to Maple Street where it now 
stands in use as apartments. 
 
The Congregational Church, originally built in 1720 was replaced, by a second church building 
in 1759.  The second church was built in front of the old one, and the old one was moved and 
used as a tenement.  In 1830 the second church burned and was rebuilt in the same year.  
Parishioners enjoyed the third church from 1830 to 1926 when the third church was taken by 
fire.  The current church dates back to 1926. 
 
East-west service on the Central Massachusetts Railroad began in 1887, with depots north of 
Rutland Center at Muschopauge Station and West Rutland Station. 
 
The town's population total continued to diminish slowly during the first 25 years of the period, 
from 1,024 in 1870 to 978 in 1895. Thereafter, however, the town experienced its period of 
greatest growth, reaching 1,334 in 1900 and 1,895 by 1915. Throughout the period the 
proportion of foreign-born within the town tripled from 10 percent in 1875 to 29 percent in 1915. 
This group was diverse, composed of several ethnic groups including the Irish, Canadians, 
Italians, Swedes, Lithuanians, Finnish and English.  Agricultural employment remained 
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important while manufacturing expanded, but still occupied less than half of the males 
employed. A Grange was established in 1875. In 1874 the Seventh-Day Adventists established a 
church in North Rutland. St. Patrick's Roman Catholic Church shifted its location to the center in 
1881 and its alliance to Holden in 1882.  The town's first high school class graduated in 1894.  
Some new residential development took place, especially on the south side of Main Street near 
Fairview Avenue.  In 1881, the Catholic Church bought the old Methodist church. A new town 
hall was built in 1898.  Outside the center, an Adventist chapel (1874) was built at North 
Rutland, and the Lakeville Woolen Company took over mill privileges at West Rutland.   
 
As a result of the attractiveness of the town's air quality and rural environment, it became a 
minor recreational and health resort in the 1880s, and in the late 1890s and early twentieth 
century the location of a major state tuberculosis sanitarium, and a state prison camp and 
hospital. Hill town resort growth focused at Rutland Center, where the Muschopauge House 
(1883) located just east of the Congregational church and the Prospect House was also built.  
 
The major period development, however, was the location of two state institutions in the town. In 
1898, the Massachusetts Hospital for Consumptive and Tubercular Patients, the first state 
tuberculosis sanitarium in the country, was opened on Rice Hill east of the center. In 1904, 
Rutland State Prison Camp was located on 900 acres in the west part of town, and 1907 the 
Department of Corrections added a hospital for tubercular prisoners. As a result of the state 
hospital location, a number of small, private sanitaria also began operations. 
 
With the exception of the textile industry, which was reestablished in West Rutland and North 
Rutland during the 1870s and 1880s, manufacturing in Rutland declined sharply during the 
period.  The several small shoe shops had ceased by the 1880s as did the basket shops in West 
Rutland. Several sawmills, blacksmith shops, a carriage shop, and two small woodenware mills 
survived into the early 1900s. A shoddy mill was set up in one of the West Rutland basket shops 
in the early 1870s, followed by cotton batting and bed quilt manufacturing in the next decade. 
The mill was burned and rebuilt twice before incorporation as the Lakeville Woolen Co., 
engaged in the manufacture of satinets. The mill burned once again in 1895, but was rebuilt. At 
North Rutland, Moulton Bros. converted a sawmill for the manufacture of shoddy7, and in 1898 
erected a new satinet mill. Fire destroyed the mill in 1899. The economic difficulties within the 
textile industry during the mid 1890s kept both mills closed for extended periods before the 
return of prosperity toward the end of the decade. Like neighboring Princeton, Rutland catered to 
summer visitors, though on a much smaller scale. In 1883 the Muschopauge House, a hotel, was 
erected in the center and operated until 1929.  
 
Agriculture remained the dominant activity for the town's residents and its products increased 
steadily through the period.  Dairying dominated, with milk and butter as the major products. A 
creamery was built by the "Rutland Cooperative Creamery Association” in 1886 and produced 
large quantities of butter. The completion of the Central Massachusetts Railroad in 1887 allowed 
increased whole milk sales and by 1895 more than 430,000 gallons of milk were marketed 
annually. Hay and fodder became increasingly more valuable and more land was devoted to 
                                                 
7 Shoddy - Cloth made using a mixture of old unraveled woolen cloth and new wool. (2009). In Merriam-Webster 
Online Dictionary.  Retrieved June 25, 2009, from http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/shoddy 
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grasses and pasturage. Grain cultivation further declined, while the raising of poultry, fruit, and 
vegetables increased. 
 
The Town's economy received a boost with the establishment of the first State Sanitarium in the 
country in the town in 1898, and an industrial work camp for prisoners in 1903. As a result, the 
population increased nearly 100 percent by 1915 to 1,895 residents. Many townspeople were 
provided with employment and a local market for agricultural products and services was created. 
In the era, construction was limited to a few gable end structures and some popular style 
dwellings influenced by the Arts and Crafts movement and the Colonial Revival. The L.Q. 
Spaulding House in the center was a two-story Queen Anne building with corner tower. Several 
shingled and Stick Style summer homes were erected late in the nineteenth century.  
 
A  Adventist chapel was built in North Rutland in 1874 and apparently demolished by the state 
in 1930. The 1844 Methodist church building was purchased by St. Patrick's Roman Catholic 
Church in 1882. A story-and-a-half hipped roof Craftsman detailed fire station (1897) stands on 
the common west of the meetinghouse in 1897. This structure was in use until 1977 when a new 
brick fire station was built east of the Common.  In 1833 a town hall was erected just west of the 
Congregational Church and when the new town hall and school were built in 1898, the older 
building was moved down Main Street and used as the Masonic Hall. The new building, erected 
west of the Congregational Church and demolished in 1965, was a two-story, frame, three-bay, 
hipped roof Colonial Revival block with a central projecting pavilion which rose to form the 
base of the cupola.  This functioned as town hall and school until 1939, when the Community 
Hall was erected on the site of the former Bartlett Hotel, and then solely as a school until 1965 
when the Naquag School was built. Around 1896 or 1897, a fieldstone pumping house was built 
to pump water from Muschopauge Pond.  
 
A prison camp was built in 1903 in northwest Rutland. A tuberculosis hospital for prisoners was 
added in 1907. The State Sanitarium was established on Rice Hill east of the center in 1898. The 
two- and three-story brick Colonial Revival buildings were arranged in an arc with eight wards 
radiating symmetrically from a semicircular corridor and the administration building, dining 
facilities, etc. were centrally located in the plan. A Jewish Sanitarium occupied what was a 
converted two-story Italianate residence located on the site of the present Naquag Elementary 
School. 
 
Two major hotels were erected during the 1880s in Rutland Center.  The more noted appears to 
have been the Muschopauge House (1883), later the Bartlett Hotel, built on the site of the old 
parsonage (tavern). The Community Building (1939) currently occupies the site. The 
Muschopauge House was originally a four-story, seven-bay frame structure with a monitor atop 
the flat roof. When remodeled as the Bartlett Hotel, a projecting center pavilion was added and 
the monitor was "expanded” to a large, steep hip roof the width of the pavilion.  The Spaulding 
Hotel, adjacent to the Muschopauge and connected to it by a boardwalk, was evidently a similar 
style building. Gable end, two-story general stores existed in both North and West Rutland until 
about 1930.   
 
An early twentieth century fieldstone roadhouse or garage stands at the southeast corner of Route 
122 and Pleasantdale Road. Three railroad stations existed in Rutland; all have been demolished. 
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The West Rutland station was a frame, gabled structure with vertical board siding, brackets at the 
eaves, and shingled gable ends. The Rutland station on Miles Street in the center was a similar 
frame, vertical board building with a hipped roof and bracketed eaves.  The Muschopauge 
station, located at the corner of Muschopauge and East County Roads, was a frame, hipped roof 
building sheathed in weatherboards.  The Moulton Manufacturing Company in North Rutland 
occupied two frame gabled structures. Rutland Worsted in West Rutland consisted of a 28-
building complex.  Both were taken by the State. 
 
In the early 1900s, several local roads were improved as part of the emerging regional 
automobile highway system, particularly those serving state and federal hospital facilities. By the 
mid 1920s, the northwest route from Worcester, through Holden and Rutland to Barre and Athol 
was improved as Route 122 (Naquag Street-Main Street-County Road). The segment through 
Rutland Center east was reclassified as Route 122A, while the more direct road through Paxton 
(County Road) was upgraded as Route 122. By the mid-1930s, East County Road through North 
Rutland was improved as Route 68, and by the end of the period, Route 56 (Maple Avenue) was 
extended as far north as Rutland Center.  
 
Although the total fluctuated during the period, the population continued to grow in Rutland 
from 1,895 in 1915 to 2,942 in 1930; the figure dipped to 1,743 in 1920 and to 2,181 in 1940. 
The proportion of foreign-born fell to half of what it had been in 1915, or 16.9 percent of the 
total. Finns were particularly important, buying farms in the town after World War I, and 
forming a social focus in the park on Demond Pond. St. Patrick's became an independent parish 
in 1938. 
 
Rutland continued as an important center of government health facilities with the opening of a 
Veterans Administration Hospital in 1923 on an 80-acre site south of Rutland Center. The State 
Prison Camp, however, was closed and razed in 1934, when it was taken over by the State as part 
of its watershed management of the Quabbin Reservoir system. An administration building was 
added to the Veterans Administration Hospital in 1934. Some residential development in Rutland 
Center and south along Maple Street was stimulated by the hospital. A new Congregational 
Church was built in the center in 1928. 
 
The establishment of the Sanitarium and industrial camp for prisoners in Rutland maintained a 
stable economic base in the town.  Although the textile mills were closed in the late 1920s, when 
the State purchased the land and removed the buildings to insure the purity of the Ware River 
waters, the continued growth of the Sanitarium compensated for the loss.  The Rutland Worsted 
Company in West Rutland was removed in the late 1920s, and the Moulton Manufacturing 
Company shoddy mill in North Rutland was removed in 1931.  
 
A three-mile-long tunnel beneath Rutland was constructed from Coldbrook Springs in Oakham 
to carry water to West Boylston and the Wachusett Reservoir in 1927. Agriculture remained 
strong through the period, with dairying, market gardening, orcharding, and poultry-raising the 
major activities. Many Finns from Worcester purchased farms in Rutland after World War I and 
contributed greatly to the agricultural economy by restoring to productivity a number of old and 
marginally productive farms. 
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Bungalows and modest one-and-a-half story gable end structures were built in the first quarter of 
the century.  Cottages along the various ponds were erected beginning in the 1920s. A few two-
story Dutch Colonial dwellings and a Four Square plan house were observed.  The meetinghouse 
burned in 1926 and the present Congregational church, a traditional, gable end, frame building 
with spire designed by Oscar Thayer, was completed in 1928. A new St. Patrick's Roman 
Catholic Church was built east of the Congregational church circa 1958. The old 1844 building 
was demolished. The Crane Sanitarium, built in 1921, was sold to the Veterans Administration 
around 1922.  The  Rutland Heights Hospital was a the complex consisting of brick 1920 to 1930 
Colonial buildings with an avenue of two-story stuccoed residences leading up to the center from 
Maple Street. The Finnish Dance Hall and campground at Demond Pond (Savittaja Park) was 
built in 1927. Approximately 30 cottages are still used. 
 
Paxton 
 
Paxton is a small, upland, residential suburb of Worcester, on a secondary corridor to the 
highlands northeast of the Worcester basin.  There are possible native sites at Asnebumskit Pond 
and south of Turkey Hill Pond.  The first European settlement occurred circa 1720, with 
dispersed eighteenth century agricultural settlement.  A meetinghouse site established by 1767, 
with subsequent early nineteenth century growth of a small, central village. Farms were 
abandoned and population declined in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, with no 
significant industrial development.  Automobile-related suburban growth began in the 1920s, and 
has continued to present, with a four - fold population increase since 1945. Significant 
agricultural landscapes remain northeast of the center village. 
 
In the contact period and plantation period (1500-1675) the highland tributary area northeast of 
Worcester basin had a possible upland trail from Rutland area ponds to the north (Richards 
Avenue) continuing south along Kettle Brook (Reservoir Drive) to Towtaid and Tatnuck areas. 
There was a possible east branch south of Asnebumskit Pond (Grove Street, then following 
contours to Holden Road). 
 
No Native American sites were reported for the town. However, small sites were probably 
located in the hilly area and were likely used for short-term, small camps primarily near the 
area's brooks and ponds.  Presumably the area was visited on a short-term basis from larger base 
camps, primarily during the winter months for hunting and fishing by small bands composed of 
families or task groups.  
 
Beginning in the colonial period (1675-1775), the main roads radiating out from Worcester to the 
northwest county highland towns included Marshall Street in the southwest to New 
Braintree/Hardwick, and Reservoir Drive-Pleasant Street-Richards Avenue through the 
meetinghouse center to Rutland. East-west roads connected to Holden (Maple Street-Grove 
Street-Holden Road), and to Spencer (West Street-South Street-Marshall Street). Secondary 
roads led to outlying farms.  
 
The population is suspected to have been about 300 in 1765. Eleven men formed the church in 
1767 as Congregational, although there may have been consideration of an Episcopal option (Bill 
1889). The town was plagued by difficulties with the ministers, and by short pastorates. 
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The area covered by the town was part of the Leicester eight-mile grant of 1686 and the Rutland 
twelve-mile grant of 1687, divided by an east-west line that passed to the north of the 
meetinghouse. Colonial settlement may have begun in the 1720s, but the earliest confirmed 
settlers were Josiah and Jason Livermore in the southwest from 1748.  In 1765, the town became 
a district and a church was formed two years later. The meetinghouse was located near the 
Center on the north-south artery, with an adjacent burying ground. 
 
Paxton was primarily an agricultural town.  Although the elevation is high, the soil provided for 
good farmland as well as lumbering. A saw mill and a grist mill were established by 1747.  
Based on Bush's Landmarks and Memories (1923) and field observations, the center chimney 
house, of both one and two stories, appears to have been the most common house form. Two 
double chimney houses, one single story and one two-story, are cited in Bush.  The first 
meetinghouse, 50 by 40 feet, was erected in 1767.  John Snow's tavern was the site of the first 
town meeting in 1765.  
 
During the Federal Period from 1775 to 1830, the colonial highways continued in use, with the 
main route north-south through the Center from Worcester to Rutland. A more direct route from 
Worcester to Barre was established on Mower Street-Pleasant Street, also through the Center.  
Very little growth in population took place during this period. No figure is available for 1776, 
but in 1790 the total equaled 558. The total was high in 1810 at 619, but by 1830 it had fallen to 
597. The town's difficulties with their pastor, unspecified, continued during this period. 
Voluntary associations formed, including the Ladies Reading and Charitable Society (1824) and 
Young Ladies Literary Society (1825 to 1830).  There was continued dispersed agricultural 
settlement, with some linear nucleation along north-south corridor near meetinghouse center.  
 
A moderate proportion, 65 percent, of the town's land was unimproved and woodlot in 1784, 
while 7.3 percent was classed as unimprovable. A moderate amount was under tillage, 3.0 
percent, was meadow and mowing land, 10.2 percent, and used as pasturage, 13.9 percent. 
Paxton's economy in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries was largely agricultural. 
Its products included hay, sheep and wool, cattle and meat, potatoes, butter and cheese, corn and 
other grains. By 1830, the town contained four grist mills, two sawmills, and a triphammer, 
probably employed in the manufacture of agricultural tools. The other manufacturing endeavors 
in the town were the small workshops of such artisans as a chair maker and wheelwright, four 
boot shops and a tanner and currier. Boot making in a commercial manner was begun in 1820 by 
John Partridge.   By 1832, the four shops employed 31 men and boys. Many households were 
probably also involved in sewing parts of the 10,000 pairs of boots made the previous year. 
 
Though few survived, center and double chimney plans and one rear wall chimney plan are 
recorded in the federal period.  A brick schoolhouse (1820) was erected for northwest district. 
The Paxton Inn in the Center (1759) was originally a two-story, five-bay structure; a third story 
was added in the late nineteenth century.  The building had a center chimney prior to burning 
down. 
 
Early nineteenth century roads continued in use at least through 1870. No rail connections were 
established. The largest increase in the town's history prior to post-World War I1 expansion as a 
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Worcester suburb took place in the early years of this period. From a total of 596 in 1830, the 
figure increased to 820 in 1850, not surpassed until 1945. Thereafter, the total decreased, to 646 
in 1870. A lack of available figures on immigration before 1855 makes it impossible to assess 
the influence of newcomers on that expansion. Figures later, however, show a small portion of 
foreign-born within the town (9 percent) like neighboring, similarly agricultural towns. The Irish 
were the most numerous within this group, with smaller numbers of Canadians, English, 
Germans, and Italians. While farming employed increasing numbers in the town, manufacturing 
occupied only half as many.  
 
Emphasis on self-improvement continued to dominate among the voluntary associations, with 
the formation of the Band of Hope, which became the Lyceum during the 1860s. The town held 
some resistance to the abolition of the district system and the concomitant loss of local control 
over schooling. Still, no new religious groups were formed. Dispersed agricultural settlement 
continued, with the addition of many small boot shops. Linear extension of center village 
residences occurred, particularly along the road to Worcester, but also along West and Maple 
Streets. The meetinghouse was remodeled, and a steeple was added in 1835. 
 
Without the benefit of a railroad through the town, Paxton experienced little economic growth 
during this period. Boot and shoe manufacturing and its several small accessory industries 
became the town's principal business; at its peak, the number of men and women employed in 
the footwear industries approximately equaled the number who worked at farming, either as 
owners or laborers. The initial peak in production and employment occurred during the 1850s, a 
period that coincided with the maximum population of Paxton, not exceeded until the 1940s. In 
1855, the town had 850 residents. 95 men and 28 women were employed in the production of 
58,100 pairs of boots valued at $104,000. By 1865, production totaled only 32,000 pairs made by 
100 men and women, but worth nearly $128,000. A tannery and boot box manufactory also 
operated at this time. In the 1830s, palm-leaf hat-making experienced a brief period of 
popularity; in 1837, 2,000 hats were made in homes by women and girls.  
 
The sawing of lumber and firewood increased in importance through the period. As Worcester 
experienced its several developmental booms during this period, a portion of its building material 
and fuel needs were met by Paxton’s forests.  The amount of lumber cut increased from 121,000 
feet in 1845 to more than 600,000 feet in 1865; cords of firewood cut ranged from 1,300 to 1,800 
cords annually. Although the value of Paxton's agricultural products more than tripled between 
1845 and 1865 to $65,000, the amount of acreage cultivated and quantity of goods produced 
decreased in nearly every other category of agricultural goods. Those that increased were the 
value and amount of poultry and eggs sold; acres devoted to hay; and gallons of milk sold. Butter 
and cheese remained the major products of the dairy in 1865, as nearly 9,500 pounds of butter 
and 2,800 pounds of cheese were produced. Nevertheless, these had decreased from nearly 
16,000 pounds of butter and 13,000 pounds of cheese in 1845, as more milk was diverted to sales 
in the raw state. 
 
The gable end, side-passage plan, both one- and two-story houses, appear to have been the most 
common form of building construction. Many were found in the Town Center. A few two-story, 
double chimney houses and one two-story, end chimney house were recorded. Development 
appeared to have steadily declined during this period.  One two-story, double chimney Italianate 
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style dwelling was recorded. In 1835, the meetinghouse was moved from its original site and 
enlarged and a spire was added.  The building appeared to have been significantly altered on the 
interior as well.  
 
The nineteenth century roads continued in use through 1915.  No streetcar service was 
established to town from Worcester. Population totals continued to drop throughout the period 
due to the reduction in small manufacturing establishments.. From 646 in 1870, the number 
within Paxton dropped to 471 in 1915, with only one five-year period of growth from 1895 to 
1900. Not surprisingly, while agricultural employment remained steady at just over 100, 
manufacturing occupations dropped from 81 males in 1875 to 19 in 1905 and 32 in 1915. At the 
same time, however, the proportion of foreign-born increased from 9 percent in 1875 to 20.6 
percent in 1915. The French Canadians increased to be the most numerous until outnumbered by 
the Finns in 1915. The Irish disappeared altogether, but small numbers of Swedes came to the 
town. Still, no new religious organization was formed in the town.  
 
The primary additions to the town's institutions at this time were the formation of the Library in 
1877 and the Oraskasco Historical Society in 1896. The town owned the regional Poor Farm 
Association in 1890. The Lyceum became the Village Improvement Society in 1897, and the 
town's farmers formed their own Grange in 1912. A town hall was built in the Center in 1888.  
 
A small box factory was functioning by the 1890s north of Streeter Pond near Pine Hill.  
Paxton's limited manufacturing reached its final economic peak during the 1870s, when 
production in the town's boot shops reached $213,000. Only 68 men were employed in the 
manufacture of boots in that year; in 1855, when $104,000 worth of shoes were manufactured, 
more than 120 men and women were employed. Fire destroyed the major boot factory in the 
1880s and shortly thereafter the remaining shops closed. By 1898, two sawmills, a box factory, a 
blacksmith, and several stores were among the only shops and industries in the town. Census 
records also noted the presence of a clothing establishment and a small carriage and wagon 
manufactory during the 1880s and 1890s.  
 
Despite the "wealth" accumulated by Paxton's several leading boot and shoe makers between the 
1830s and 1880s, the town itself showed little evidence of this prosperity. One reason, as noted 
by a county historian (Hurd 1889:570), is that most manufacturers and their descendants 
departed the town after the demise of the industry, taking their wealth with them. Paxton's 
agricultural production rebounded during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, rising 
in value from $69,000 in 1875 to $116,000 in 1905. This increase was due largely to the 
expansion of dairying and market gardening (vegetables). Dairying increased from less than 20 
percent of the total in 1875 to 36 percent in 1905, when more than 277,000 gallons of milk were 
produced; the value of vegetables raised nearly doubled during the same period. Despite the 
increase in production value, the total number of farms and improved acreage decreased. In 
1865, 87 farms were recorded; by 1905, the number fell to 74 including 13 dairy farms, 4 market 
gardens, and 57 mixed crop farms.  Improved land decreased during this period from 7,713 acres 
in 1865 to 5,663 acres in 1905. 
 
One late nineteenth century two-story, four-bay, asymmetrical dwelling with double chimneys 
and Italianate trim was recorded and said to be "unique in town."  The Town Hall, a two-and-a-
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half-story, gable end structure with shingled walls, banding, and clipped gables, was built in 
1888.  A one-story, board and batten mill building survives.  
 
In the early modern period from 1915 to 1940, the main roads were improved as auto highways 
by the 1930s, with north-south Route 122 (Worcester to Barre) on Pleasant Street, north-south 
Route 56 (Leicester to Rutland), and east-west Route 31 (Spencer to Holden). After 65 years of 
decline, the town finally began to gain population, growing from 471 in 1915 to 791 in 1940. 
The proportion of foreign-born declined from 20.6 percent in 1915 to 16.6 percent in 1940, but 
no specific breakdowns are available.  
 
Some automobile-related suburban development occurred by period's end, with notable 
concentration of immigrant farmer cottages in the Suomi Street area.  Pine Hill (circa 1925) and 
Kettle Brook #3 reservoirs flooded lowland tracts in the northeast and south. The Richards 
Memorial Library was added to the Center in 1926.  
 
Paxton's economy was based almost exclusively on agriculture during this period. Little or no 
manufacturing took place. Blacksmithing and sawing were probably among the few non-
agricultural pursuits carried on within the town's limits. Some residents were probably employed 
in Worcester or other towns, but the large majority continued to farm.  Agriculture continued in 
the trends of the early twentieth century. Dairying and market gardening remained the two most 
important activities. Precise statistics on changing land use are lacking, but the trend towards a 
decrease in cultivated land and increase in woodland continued. Several reservoirs for the city of 
Worcester, located along Kettle Brook and near Pine Hill, took large sections of the town's land 
out of active use, protected as watershed land for the reservoirs.  Bungalows, found especially 
along West Street and Pleasant Street, characterized residential growth for the period.  A one-
story, frame, gable end Roman Catholic Church was erected in the 1950’s.  
 
Archeological, Historical and Cultural Resources  
 
Overview 
 
The Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System (MACRIS) (http://mhc-macris.net/) 
allows individuals to search the Massachusetts Historical Commission database for information 
on historic properties and areas in the Commonwealth. Users of the database should keep in 
mind that it does not include information on all historic properties and areas in Massachusetts’ 
towns, nor does it reflect all the information on file on historic properties and areas at the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC).  It is however a great place to start in researching 
the historical and cultural landmarks for the Lost Villages Scenic Byway.  A search of the 
MACRIS database for the 5 towns along Route 122 returns 633 locations.   
 
Most locations in MACRIS are historical homes.  Some of these are more modern homes but are 
included in the count because they are located in a historic district.  In addition, a lot of history 
resides in each town’s burial grounds, graveyards and cemeteries.  Some towns also host their 
own historic district, historic areas, and town commons.  Some are listed on the national and 
state register, and others are not.  For the purposes of this report regarding the scenic nature of 
the roadway, most cemeteries, farms, historic districts, open spaces, infrastructure features, 
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markers, plaques, memorials have been mapped.  Many houses, businesses, churches, and 
municipal buildings, while they may be scenic in nature, are typically not mapped. 
 
Table 4-1 - MACRIS Site Breakdown 

Classification Total 
Farms 11 
Graveyards/Burial Grounds/Cemeteries 20 
Historic Districts and Areas/Blocks 19 
Infrastructure 16 
Markers/Plaques/Memorials 31 
Open Space 11 
Businesses 39 
Churches 14 
Houses 434 
Schools/School Yards/Libraries/Municipal buildings 38 
Total 633 

 
Examples of archeological sites include Native American burial grounds, pre-European 
community settlements, or perhaps prehistoric fossil remains. The locations of archeological 
relevance are intentionally not mapped nor are their locations described with any detail in order 
to protect these sites from further disturbance.  Each of the five towns were settled and 
incorporated in the mid 1700s.   
 
For each town along the Byway, a summary of the sites listed in the 2008 Massachusetts 
Register of Historic Places is presented.  In addition, a listing of cemeteries and other historically 
relevant sites are included.   
 
Going from north to south, the cultural resources of the Lost Villages Scenic Byway (Route 122) 
are rich and colorful.  For the purposes of inventorying each town’s historical and cultural 
resources, the following are included: 

• Cultural centers 
• Unique learning centers  
• Municipal buildings 
• Museums 
• Historical businesses 
• Churches and other religious institutions 

 
While schools often have a cultural aspect to them in that activities might include school plays, 
parent teacher associations, special interest activities, they are most often included in the 
recreational section of this report since they often are the home to recreational resources such as 
ball fields and playgrounds.  Many farms, both active and historic are present along the Byway.  
Farm life demonstrates a unique culture and is often grounded in history.  For the most part, 
farms are highlighted in the cultural resources section, but may also have warranted mention in 
the chapter on scenic resources. 
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Petersham  
 
Archeological Resources 
For thousands of years before European settlement, Petersham was inhabited by the Nipmucs, 
who likely roamed the hills and valleys seasonally for hunting, fishing and gathering activities, 
but had no large settlements. The section of town known as Nichewaug contains evidence of a 
native planting field, and hunting and fishing camps likely occurred along streams, Soapstone 
Hill and at Pottapaug Pond. While sparsely settled, the landscape was managed to a limited 
degree through the use of fire. No specific archeological sites have been identified in the Town 
of Petersham.8 
 
Historical Resources 
The Town of Petersham has 6 listings in the 2008 State Historic Register. 
1. The Gay Farm [12] consists of 5 properties and is located on Gay Dr., South St. off 

Nichewaug Rd. 
2. Holland –Towne House [13] consists of 3 properties on Ward Hill Rd., off Rt. 32.  This 

property has a preservation restriction. 
3. The Petersham Common Historic District [14], consisting of 60 properties is located on 

Common, North and South Main and North Sts. and Athol Rd.  The Common area 
presents as a scenic and traditional New England Town Common. 

4. The Petersham Craft Center [15] located at 8 North St. also has a Preservation 
Restriction. They host many classes, exhibits and displays, as well as demonstrations for 
the public.   

5. In addition to the Petersham Historic District, a Local Historic District consisting of 29 
properties in the vicinity of Common, North and South Main St. and Athol Rd. 

6. And finally The Prescott Town House [16] on Route 32 is also listed on the Register. 
 
Seven cemeteries add to the history of Petersham. 

1. Coolidge Cemetery [17] is located on Amidon Drive. 
2. East Street Cemetery [18] is located on East Street. 
3. Ledgeville Cemetery [19] is located on East Street. 
4. Nichewaug Cemetery [20] is located on Glen Valley Road. 
5. Northwest Cemetery [21] is located on Flat Rock Road. 
6. West Cemetery [22] is located on West Road. 
7. Williams Cemetery [23] is located on Old East Street. 

Shays’ Rebellion (described above) is commemorated by a monument on the lawn of the 
Petersham Historical Society Building The Tablet reads “In this town on Sunday morning, 
February fourth, 1787, Daniel Shays and 150 of his followers, in rebellion against the 
commonwealth, were surprised and routed by General Benjamin Lincoln in command of the 
Army of Massachusetts, after a night march from Hadley of thirty miles through snow in cold 
                                                 
8 Petersham Reconnaissance Report, Upper Quaboag Watershed And North Quabbin Region Landscape Inventory, 
Massachusetts Heritage Landscape Inventory Program, Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, 
Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission and the North Quabbin Regional Landscape Partnership, 
Spring 2008 
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below zero. This victory for the forces of government influenced the Philadelphia Convention 
which three months later met and formed the Constitution of the United States. "Obedience to 
law is true liberty." 

Not (yet) listed on the State Historic register, Dana Center (aka Dana Commons) [11] is the 
location of a former Town Common complete with stone walls and cellar holes. Considered by 
some the best historical hike in the Quabbin Reservoir lands- and certainly one of the most 
moving - is the 1½-mile road to Dana Common that begins at Gate 40. Woodland and open 
fields lead to the common, dotted with stone walls, cellar holes, and brooks. The Commons itself 
is beautiful and eerily peaceful, with schoolhouse and home site cellar holes and cemetery fence 
posts conjuring images of long ago. 
 
Cultural Resources 
The Fisher Museum [1] is located within the Harvard Forest in Petersham.  The main exhibit of 
the Fisher Museum, located at 324 North St., displays twenty-three internationally acclaimed 
models (dioramas) portraying the history, conservation and management of central New England 
forests. Other exhibits at the museum represent the range of Harvard Forest's research.  Nature 
Trails connect the museum exhibits to the surrounding forests and current research. See the 
section on Recreation and Open Space for more on this item. 
 
Religion is the foundation of many cultural locations in Petersham. The Sisters of the 
Assumption [2] is a convent/monastery located at 211 North Main Street in Petersham.  In 1998, 
a program was started when the congregation realized that it must do something to meet the 
long-term care needs of aging members. Like the Sisters of Mercy in Rochester, the Sisters of the 
Assumption did not want to separate elderly sisters from the religious community by placing 
them in nursing homes. On the other hand, the congregation's members knew they did not have 
the resources to provide all the care needed to the sisters.  The aging needs of the sisters are now 
being addressed. 
 
St. Scholastica Priory [3], located slightly down the road at 271 North Main Street, is home to a 
monastery of Benedictine nuns.  The Sisters live in a stone and brick manor house located on 200 
acres of fields and forest located in Central Massachusetts near the Quabbin Reservoir, the 
largest body of water in Massachusetts. Their land is surrounded by 10,000 acres of conservation 
land, safeguarding flora and fauna of New England. This natural setting is conducive to finding 
“the loving God, who created such beauty for us and asks only that we love him in return.” 
 
St. Peter’s Catholic Church [4], the Orthodox Congregational Church [5], the First Parish 
Unitarian Church [6] of Petersham and the Holy Trinity Monastery [10] bring unique cultural 
and religious aspects to the area. 
 
The Petersham Historical Society [24], located at Petersham Common, is a great place to visit 
and learn about the culture and customs of historic Petersham.  The museum includes many 
interesting displays of the town's artifacts, including the fully renovated Petersham stagecoach. 
The Petersham Historical Society offers programs and events throughout the year, providing 
additional opportunities to learn more of the town's history. 
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The Earthlands Program and Retreat Center [25] is a program of the non-profit Institute for 
Environmental Awareness and is located at 39 Glasheen Road.  The facility is a center for 
sustainable living and home to the organic North Quabbin Farm.  The Center offers ecological 
and sustainable living programs. Facilities include an off-grid conference and retreat center 
focused on simplicity and connection with the Earth.  Earthlands is located on approximately 166 
acres of open fields, pasture, and mixed hardwood forest. The area contains two streams and a 
variety of wildlife habitats. Over 20 miles of hiking, skiing, and horse trails lace the area. There 
are numerous nineteenth century homestead sites nearby, as well as, the famous "Indian Caves."  
The center is situated within the unique Swift River Valley. The Valley, running from Phillipston 
town line to the Quabbin Reservoir, is a major watershed containing large tracts of hardwood and 
evergreen forests at varying successional stages. There is a wide variety of bogs, swamps, and 
rivers and ponds in the area. The terrain, for the most part, is quite rugged and hilly with many 
outcrops and cliffs. Wildlife abounds because of extensive protected habitat. Local history is 
rich. Signs of early Nipmuc Indians of the Algonquin Nation can be seen and there are a variety 
of nineteenth century homestead sites in the Valley. 
(http://www.instituteforenvironmentalawareness.org/earthlands/about)  
 
The Petersham Town Hall [26] and Petersham Memorial Library [27] both serve as cultural and 
historical resources.  The Center School [7], the Lakeville School [8] and the East Street School 
[9] round out the cultural resources for the Town of Petersham.  Each hosts school activities 
including plays for area residents.  

 
The Petersham County Store [28], 
located at 2 North Main Street, has 
been the center of village life in 
this small town for 160 years, is 
one of the oldest continually 
operating country stores in 
America, and is a registered 
national historical landmark. The 
Country Store supports local 
artisans, farmers, and other 
community members through 
employment options and the sale of 
their wares; supplies healthy, 
organic, and whole foods items to 
the town residents; maintains a 
comfortable and inviting space for 

community members to gather; offers goods and services to the local community; and preserves 
a historical landmark.  Found in the Country Store are a restaurant, an ice cream parlor, grocery 
offerings, a deli, a bread counter,  a kitchen pantry, a gift store, and the ever important penny 
candy counter. 
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Barre  

Archeological Resources 
Barre was likely part of the original twelve-mile 
square Naquag Indian grant of 1686 that includes 
native sites associated with seasonal hunting and 
fishing along the Prince and Burnshirt Rivers and 
then south along the Ware River corridor. No 
specific archeological sites have been identified in 
the Town of Barre.9 
 
Historical Resources 
The town of Barre has 4 sites listed in the 2008 

State Register of Historic Places. 
1. The Barre Common National Register 

District [40] consists of 49 properties and is 
roughly bounded by South, Exchange, 
Main, Pleasant, Broad, School and Grove 
Streets. 

2. The Barre Congregational Church [13] 
located on Park St. has a Preservation 
Restriction. 

3. The Barre District #4 Schoolhouse [41], 
consisting of 3 properties, is located on 
Farrington Road and Williamsville Road.  

4. The Barre Town Hall [42] on Exchange Street also has a Preservation Restriction and 
currently houses the Barre Tourism Center. 

 
Thirteen cemeteries add to the history of Barre. 

1. Adams Cemetery [27] is located on South Street. 
2. Buckminster Cemetery [28] is located on South Street. 
3. Caldwell Cemetery [29] is located Fruitland Road. 
4. Coldbrook Cemetery [30] is located on Coldbrook Road. 
5. Glen Valley Cemetery [31] is located on Valley Road. 
6. Jenkins Cemetery [32] is located on Sheldon Road. 
7. Joyce Cemetery [33] is located on South Barre Street. 
8. Kendall Cemetery [34] is located on Old Coldbrook Road. 
9. Lee Cemetery [35] is located on Wauwinet Road. 
10. Lincoln Cemetery [36] is located on Pleasant Street. 
11. Miles Holden Cemetery [37] is located on Spring Hill Road. 
12. Parker Cemetery [38] is located on Coldbrook Road. 

                                                 
9 Barre Reconnaissance Report, Upper Quaboag Watershed And North Quabbin Region Landscape Inventory, 
Massachusetts Heritage Landscape Inventory Program, Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, 
Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission and the North Quabbin Regional Landscape Partnership, 
Spring 2008 
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13. Riverside Cemetery 39] is located on Granger Road. 
 
Harding Allen Estate (http://www.harding-allen.com/welcome.shtml) [44] is located in Barre 
Town Center at 59 Allen Lane. The Harding Allen Estate is a magnificent mansion, nestled in 
the Currier & Ives setting of central Massachusetts. Built during the Roaring Twenties, the Estate 
evokes memories of the style and opulence of that bygone era.  Completed in 1926, this 
magnificent neo-classical three-story mansion represents the culmination of years of painstaking 
construction. Designed by Boston architects Blackhall, Clapp, and Whittemore, the steel-beam 
construction residence was built for Harding Allen, owner of the Chas. G. Allen Co., a drilling 
and tapping machine company and iron foundry. The company was founded during the Civil 
War to build Yankee hay rakes. During its peak, the company employed approximately 742 
people. The company is considerably smaller today, but still in existence. 
 
The White Valley Village [6] site on Rt. 122 is the location of a former mill village.  Here the 
head house shaft no. 8 of the tunnel connects the Quabbin and Wachusett Reservoirs of the 
Metropolitan Water system.  The waters of the Ware River are caught here and diverted for 
water supplies.  
 
Quork (A former slave and Barre resident) Walker Tablet [19] commemorates the celebrated 
Quork Walker decision rendered in 1783.  The decision confirmed that slavery never had a legal 
existence in Massachusetts.  On the 9th of December 1819, a Worcester County Anti- Slavery 
Convention was held at the Worcester Court House to take action to prevent the further 
introduction of slavery into new states.10 
 
Barre Historical Society and Stagecoach [15] is located on Common Street.  At first sight, the 
Barre Stagecoach is an awe-inspiring wonder - 9 feet tall, 15 feet long and 6 feet wide.  It could 
hold as many as 12 passengers inside. During the mid- to late-1800s, stagecoaches were the 
primary mode of transportation throughout the state, carrying both passengers and mail. Barre 
was the center of North/South travel, with stage lines running from Worcester through Paxton, 
Rutland, Oakham and Coldbrook to Barre and on to Petersham and Athol. Later, coach lines ran 
to Greenfield and into Vermont and New Hampshire. 
 
The Barre Stagecoach was made by the Abbot-Downing Company of Concord, New Hampshire 
in 1859, for a stage line based in Colchester, Connecticut. After serving the Providence/Boston 
route for many years, it was subsequently sold at auction in Boston to Austin Smith of Barre. 
While Smith owned the coach, it was frequently driven by his associate Ginery Twitchell, of 
Pony Express fame. After Austin Smith’s death and per his wishes, the stagecoach was 
bequeathed to Dr. George Brown of Barre, founder of the Elm Hill School and Dr. Brown’s 
Institution for Feeble-Minded Youth. Dr. Brown preserved the coach, using it for patient outings 
and for local parades and celebrations. 
 
The stagecoach was donated to the Barre Library Association in 1963, and ownership 
subsequently passed to the Barre Historical Society. It was featured in the town’s Bicentennial 
                                                 
10 Dictionary Of Worcester (Massachusetts) And Its Vicinity. By Franklin P. Rice. Second Issue. Reprinted From 
The Worcester 1803.) 
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parade in 1974 (the last time it was driven by horses), and again on a float during Barre’s 225th 
anniversary celebration. 
 
Worcester's noted Greek Revival architect Elias Carter built many large homes with Classical 
orders, but no pediment. Most are gone, but one example, built by Carter for Charles Lee, 
survives in Barre, know as the Elias Carter House [14].  It is believed that the Barre Historical 
Society at 18 Common Street; the Wyman Home, next to the library; and the Smith home on 
Pleasant Street were all designed by Elias Carter. 
 
Dr. Brown’s School for the Feeble Minded [11/20], the first school for “idiots” in this country, 
was commenced at Barre, Massachusetts, by Dr. H. B. Wilbur, in July, 1848.  The private 
institution was for “idiots, imbeciles, backward and eccentric” children who were placed under 
the care of Dr. George Brown. 11 
 
Cultural Resources 
The Insight Meditation Society (IMS) [1] (http://www.dharma.org/index.html) is located at 1230 
Pleasant Street.  The Insight Meditation Society's Retreat Center first opened its doors over 30 
years ago, providing meditation instruction based on the teachings of the Buddha. Today, it 
offers a yearly schedule of meditation courses, designed for both new and experienced 
practitioners, lasting from a weekend to three months. Most retreats run for 7 to 9 days, and are 
taught by recognized Insight Meditation teachers from all over the world. 
 
Barre Center of Buddhist Studies (BCBS) [2] (http://www.dharma.org/),located at 149 
Lockwood Road, is a non-profit educational organization dedicated to exploring Buddhist 
thought and practice as a living tradition, faithful to its origins, yet adaptable to the current 
world. The Center provides a bridge between study and practice, between scholarly 
understanding and meditative insight. It encourages engagement with the tradition in a spirit of 
genuine inquiry. Located on 90 acres of wooded land in rural, central Massachusetts, just a half 
mile from the Insight Meditation Society, BCBS provides a peaceful and contemplative setting 
for the study and investigation of the Buddha’s teachings. The secluded campus consists of a 240 
year-old farmhouse, a dharma hall, and three cottages which taken together provide space for a 
5,000 volume library, classroom, meditation hall, student housing, dining, and offices. 
 
St. Thomas Catholic Church [7] and the Christ Episcopal Church [8] on Vernon Avenue, the 
New Life Assembly of God [9] on Main Street, the Barre Congregational Church [13] on Park 
Street, and St. Joseph’s Catholic Church on Common Street all contribute to the religious culture 
of Barre. 
 
Harty’s Cross [3] is located at 33 Harty Road. Back in 1989, John Harty built the 200-foot-long 
cross in a field in front of his house. Harty's cross looks like a landing strip for a plane, with the 
Ten Commandments inscribed on it in bold capital letters.  
(http://www.immaculateheartworks.com/thecross.html) 
 
                                                 
11 "Cretins And Idiots”, Linus P. Brockett, February 1858, The Atlantic Monthly. 
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Henry Woods Building [12] is home to the town offices and is located at 40 West Street.  The 
Old Barre Town Hall [42] is located on Exchange Street.  The Senior Center [23] facilitates a 
variety of activities for Barre’s elderly population and is located at 557 South Barre Road.  
American Legion Post 2 (Veteran’s Post) [21/24] is located at 20 Mechanic Street.   
 
Woods Memorial Library is 
located at 19 Pleasant Street .  The 
first public library for the Town of 
Barre was founded as a gift from 
Samuel Gates in 1857, but there 
was no building in which it could 
be housed. Quarters were shared 
with the Post Office until the 
Barre Library Association raised 
the funds needed to build a library. 
This was made a reality through a 
generous gift by a former Barre 
native, Henry Woods. Work was 
started in June 1886, and the 
library opened to the public on 
August 30, 1887.  The library 
offer programs and services for 
every patron, from babies and preschool-aged children to teens, young adults and adults. With 
something for everyone, the library is a source of knowledge and entertainment for people of all 
ages. 
 
The Stetson School [43] on South Street was founded as an orphanage for boys in 1899, by 
Henry Augustus Pevear of Lynn, Massachusetts.  Still in existence, this updated full service 
residential facility specializes in the treatment of children and youth with sexual behavior 
problems. The campus is set on 200 rural acres one mile south of Barre Common. The main 
campus is comprised of seven buildings and recreational fields where the housing, education, 
and treatment of students take place. 
 
The Town of Barre built its first bandstand [45] in 1859. It was located in North Park where the 
current Civil War monument now stands. Concerts were regularly given on this bandstand and 
were widely attended. The current bandstand was built in 1931 in memory of Harding Allen, a 
moving community force of that time. The Quabbin Community Band started out many decades 
ago as the Barre Wool Brass Band conducted by Severino D’Annolfo, a local cobbler and 
musician who wrote several pieces including the Barre Common March, the American Legion 
Auxiliary March, Salute to the G.I., and Tranquil and Alert. 
 
Barre Players Theater [16] is home to a non-profit community theater group located in Barre, at 
the heart of Central Massachusetts. Since 1971, they have been bringing quality theatrical 
productions to the community, including musicals, dramas, comedies and reviews. 
(http://barreplayers.homestead.com/)  
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Listening, The Barre Integrated Health Center [18], increases the well-being of the community 
by promoting access to healthcare and encouraging self-education. Located in a large, beautiful 
historic house adjacent to Barre Common, it offers the services of a group of skilled and 
experienced healers from a variety of complementary and allopathic medicines. Its intention is to 
be partner/guide with its clients, working with them to explore what works for their unique 
situation and what will help them to enhance their enjoyment of life at all levels--physically, 
emotionally, and spiritually. The close proximity of many healers allows easy referrals and the 
ability to plan a course of treatments that best suits the individual. Listening is a community 
center, open to all, not just those needing individual appointments. It offers a library, bookstore, 
cafe, and workshops and classes.  Listening, The Barre Integrated Health Center, is a non-profit 
corporation whose mission is to provide ease of access to complementary care and to provide 
community education on health and self-care.  
 
The Barre Farmer’s Market [46], takes place at the Barre Common, on Saturday mornings from 
late spring through early fall.  The farmers market is a hub for small entrepreneurs and farmers 
from the surrounding area.  Patrons come to purchase local produce and goods as well as connect 
with neighbors and friends.  The Central Quabbin Tourism office (www.centralquabbin.org) and 
the Barre Business Association Welcome Center are located at the lower level (Mechanic Street 
entrance) of Barre Town Hall, 2 Exchange Street.  This agency provides a listing of Barre 
businesses and points of interest for visitors. 
 
Carter Steven’s Farm [10] located at 500 West Street, is a regionally known farm, farm store, 
petting zoo, ice cream stand and outdoor barbeque. With five generations and counting, the 
family is dedicated to preserving New England agriculture and has maintained the 1,000-acre 
dairy farm since 1938.  Over 100 cows are milked everyday at the farm.  
(http://www.carterandstevensfarm.com/index.html)  
 
The Barre Falls Dam [4] project consists of an earth fill dam with stone slope protection 885 feet 
long and 69 feet high. There are three dikes totaling 3,215 feet in length with a maximum 
elevation of 48 feet. Cut in rock, the spillway comprises a concrete weir 60 feet in length. The 
weir's crest elevation is 23 feet lower than the top of the dam. There is no lake at the Barre Falls 
Dam. The flood storage area for the project, which is normally empty, stores floodwaters and 
covers about 1,500 acres in the towns of Barre, Hubbardston, Rutland, and Oakham, 
Massachusetts. The entire project, including all associated lands, covers 2,407 acres. The Barre 
Falls Dam can store up to 7.82 billion gallons of water for flood control purposes. This is 
equivalent to 8.2 inches of water covering its drainage area of 55 square miles. 
  
The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) manages and preserves 
the land for water quality protection. The Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (MWRA) 
manages these water resources, which are part of the public water supply for the Greater Boston 
area. The Corps assists the MWRA by coordinating flows to maximize diversion rates, and the 
MWRA assists the Corps when requested to divert excess flows to help with flood control. 
Camping, swimming and wading are not permitted. However, there is an 18-hole disc golf 
course which spans much of the premises.  
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Oakham 
 
Archeological Resources 
The Town of Oakham included the northwest corner of an approximately 12 square mile Naquag 
grant purchased from Native Americans in 1686. Native sites at Muddy Pond and Browning 
Pond are suspected.  Indian Graves (location undisclosed) have been identified in the Town of 
Oakham. 12 
 
Historical Resources 
There are no sites in the Town of Oakham listed in the 2008 State Register of Historic Places. 
 
Five cemeteries add to the history of Oakham. 

1. Center Cemetery [10] is located on Cold Brook Road. The oldest maintained cemetery in 
Oakham, the Center Cemetery adjacent to the Congregational Church, has stones dating 
back to 1770 

2. West Schoolhouse Cemetery or West Cemetery [11] is located on Old Turnpike Road. 
3. South Cemetery [12] is located on North Brookfield Road. 
4. Green Hollow Cemetery [13] is located on North Brookfield Road. 
5. Lincoln Road or Southwest Cemetery [14] is located on Lincoln Road. 

 
The Cold Brook Springs [1] was a 
thriving small village in the late 
1800s, containing the Cold Spring 
House, a hotel/boarding house for 
visitors built next to a sulphur 
spring and an iron spring with a 
bath house; a blacksmith shop; a 
store, post office, and billiard hall; 
a machine shop; a box mill; and at 
least ten houses. The settlement 
was removed as part of Quabbin 
Reservoir Aqueduct system. 
Significant southern tracts are now 
state forest.  Many foundations and 
remnants of the village are still 
present. 

 
The Oakham Historical Museum Inc. [3] is a non-profit organization, whose purpose is to 
preserve and protect as much of the Town of Oakham, Massachusetts' history as possible. 
Geographically located on Old Turnpike Road, its members, also known as the Oakham 
Historical Association, regularly meet twice per month and are involved with various fund-
raising activities, as well as research of the town's past. 
                                                 
12 Draft Town of Oakham 2008 Open Space & Recreation Plan, Oakham Open space and Recreation Plan 
committee with Assistance from the East Quabbin Land Trust, Cynthia Henshaw Executive Director, August 2008. 
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The Old School House [2], a1790 brick school is located on the north side of the Old Turnpike 
Road near the junction with Scott Road. The Tomlinson House [15], believed by some to be the 
oldest in Oakham, was built in 1786. 
 
The missionary rock/cave [6] is located on East Hill Road. The significance of this is still 
uncertain, but can only be assumed to be related to a missionary, potentially related to the 1801 
death of a local doctor, Spencer Field, who died in a horseback riding accident with two men on 
his way to visit a patient.  
 
The participants of a public forum noted a location called Flint Rock [7] on Flint Road.  The 
significance of this is still uncertain. 
 
Cultural Resources 
The Oakham Town Hall [8] and the Oakham Senior Center [16] are both located at 2 Cold Brook 
Road and host a variety of community activities.  The Band Stand [5] in Oakham Center is host 
many activities including local 
performances and speeches.  The 
Oakham Congregational Church 
[4], erected in 1814, served as the 
first meeting house. 
 
Fobes Memorial Library [9], 4 
Maple Street, was dedicated on Au 

gust 27, 1908 and is currently 
celebrating 100 years. 
 
Oakham Center (Elementary) 
School [17], near Oakham Center 
on Deacon Allen Drive is part of 
the Quabbin Regional School 
System. 
 
Rutland  
 
Archeological Resources 
Rutland, like Barre and Oakham, was part of the Naquag area purchased from Native Americans.  
Native sites are possible at several local ponds, including Demond and Muschopauge Ponds.  No 
specific archeological sites have been identified in the Town of Rutland. 
 
Historical Resources 
The General Rufus Putnam House [3], located at 344 Main Street, in the Town of Rutland is 
listed in the 2008 State Register of Historic Places. 
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Six cemeteries add to the history of 
Rutland. 

1. Cemetery [23] is located on 
Wachusett Street. 

2. Goose Hill Cemetery [24] is 
located on Charnock Hill 
Road. Old Rutland Cemetery 
[4] is located on Main Street. 

3. Rural Cemetery [25] is located 
on Main Street. 

4. West Rutland Cemetery [26] is 
located on Barre Paxton Road. 

5. Prison Camp Cemetery [12A]. 
This area contains the remains 
of 59 prisoners who had died at 
the prison camp.13 

  
In 1934, the State took over the West Rutland Village [13], buying up the farms, camps and 
businesses to protect the watershed of the Quabbin Reservoir.  The State also took over the 
Prison Camp.  Today, all that is visible are the remains of the vegetable cellar, a building known 
as the Stone House used infrequently for solitary confinement, the hospital and dairy barn 
foundations as nature is reclaiming the area with vegetative growth.14 
 
The Continental Barracks [12] was operated originally as a confinement for British and Hessian 
soldiers during the Revolutionary War.15  The “Hessian Well” [2] is a vestige of the camp and 
British Barracks. The State of Massachusetts ran a hospital and farm for prisoners with 
tuberculosis in the westerly part of Rutland from 1903 to 1934. The state prison camp was not 
just for prisoners with tuberculosis.  The prisoners operated a large farm and many were cured 
with the fresh air and healthy foods.  The 900 acre tract of land known as the Prison Camp area 
is bounded by Route 122 in Rutland, Oakham and Barre, the Ware and Burnshirt Rivers and 
Intervale Road, Charnock Hill Road. 
 
The idea of an industrial camp for prisoners originated in the early 1900’s with the Prison 
Commissioners. Rutland was known for its healthy environment since the first Sanatorium in 
Massachusetts for tuberculosis was already located here. Prisoners were from prisons in 
Charlestown, Deer Island, Norfolk and some from Summer Street jail in Worcester. Due to the 
crowded conditions, where they were confined, these prisoners came to Rutland with 
tuberculosis, emaciated, weak and in need of nurturing. Some of them were lifers, while were 
some short time prisoners convicted of minor crimes. 
 
                                                 
13 Prison Camp Hospital, By Irene Amsden, Rutland Historical Society. 
http://www.rutlandmahistorical.org/photo_album.html 
14 Prison Camp Hospital, By Irene Amsden, Rutland Historical Society. 
http://www.rutlandmahistorical.org/photo_album.html 
15 2007 July 19: The following is based on the National Park Service archives at 
www.nps.gov/archive/thst/battle.htm/. 
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Those who were able hacked through the thick growth and cleared 150 acres, transforming them 
into a thriving farm. A 100 bed hospital was built and operated largely by inmates, even some of 
the doctors were prisoners. 16  Prisoners throughout the state prison system who had tuberculosis 
were sent here for treatment. 
 
Albert J. Thomas Library Museum [1], 425 Main Street, is the State Grange's archive and 
historical display facility.  The Grange is the nation's oldest national agricultural organization, 
with grassroots units established in 3,600 local communities in 37 states. The building houses 
over 130 years worth of Grange history including membership records, individual Grange record 
books, Grange regalia and jewelry, and much more. The materials in the collection are useful to 
local historians researching their hometowns, genealogists researching family members who 
belonged to the Grange in Massachusetts, and anyone interested in the history of the 
organization. http://www.massgrange.org/index.php?pr=History  
 
The Rutland Historical Society [6] has been located at 232 Main Street in the Wood House for 
more than 30 years. The Wood House was built in 1908 by Mrs. Sadie Morris and was willed to 
the Town of Rutland by Hazel Hanff Morris Wood in 1975. Their collections include: 
Revolutionary and Civil War Artifacts; Furniture; Old pictures; School memorabilia; eighteenth 
and nineteenth century correspondence; and a comprehensive array of articles and history of the 
town's hospitals and private sanatoria. 
 
The Old Fire Barn on Main Street [5] was built in 1897 and is now used as a museum.  The Site 
of 1932 Boston & Maine Passenger Service Train Crash [7] at Moulton Pond was indicated by a 
participant at a public forum.  An Eagle Scout project placed a monument on the site in 2008. 
 
The First Catholic Church Monument [14] near Irish Lane was indicated by a participant at a 
public forum.  No further information was provided. 
 
Cultural Resources 
Rutland Town Hall [17] located at 250 Main Street is home to many essential community 
activities.  The Rutland Library [18] was built on property at 280 Main Street, on the location of 
the former “Red School”.  The Rutland Free Public Library, as it was known in 1866 when it 
started, is now commonly called the Rutland Public Library.  The new facility opened on June 
10, 2001. The library has been serving the Rutland community for over 143 years. 
http://rutlandlibrary.org/history1.html.  
 
The Glenwood Community Center [8] home to the Rutland Senior Center/Council on Aging is 
located at 63 Glenwood Road.  This facility offers a wide range of community activities. 
 
Heifer Project International, at Overlook Farm [10] offers a powerful global education 
experience at its Learning Center.  The programs offer the extraordinary opportunity for people 
to experience some of the challenges of global hunger and poverty – and come away with a re-
                                                 
16 Prison Camp Hospital, By Irene Amsden, Rutland Historical Society. 
http://www.rutlandmahistorical.org/photo_album.html  
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energized determination to be part of the solution. Heifer Learning Center at Overlook Farm is 
one opportunity to experience Heifer’s educational efforts. Education opportunities include tours, 
Global Village immersion experiences, Service-Learning programs and more! Experiential, 
hands-on, interactive and fun, Overlook is also a working example of the sustainable agriculture 
Heifer supports around the world.  At Heifer Learning Centers, volunteers are vital as they lead 
educational programming, provide care for the livestock and gardens and support administrative 
operations. The volunteers work as a team to create experiences that change the lives of 
thousands of participants who then go on to change the lives of millions around the world.  
http://www.heifer.org/site/c.edJRKQNiFiG/b.201558/  
 
Jordan’s Dairy Farm [9] on Muschopauge Road has 500 animals, including 240 Holstein cows 
that are milked three times a day. In addition to its 400 acres, Mr. Jordan and his crew farm other 
acreage in town to produce hay and corn for the farm's livestock.  The Massachusetts 
Technology Collaborative awarded $39,000 to the Jordan Farm from its Renewable Energy Trust 
to study the technical, environmental and financial issues related to the capture of methane, 
which is a byproduct of manure, and to determine whether it can be used to generate heat and 
electricity.17 
 
Alta Vista Farm [15], 80 Hillside Road, was carved out of the New England forest on a hill in the 
town of Rutland in 1724.  For the next 225 years, the farm was primarily a livestock and dairy 
farm. It was bought by the Mann Family in 1951 and named Alta Vista, meaning “high view”. 
The farm was operated as a dairy farm until 1965. The bison arrived in the Fall of 1968 with the 
purchase of two heifer calves from South Dakota. Additional animals were purchased over the 
next few years and a small herd of five to 10 animals was maintained for the next 20 years.  
Because of the interest in American Bison, the Mann Family sold their beef herd in 1993 and put 
their effort into raising only Bison. Alta Vista Bison Farm is a place of beauty that the Mann 
family shares with many people. The magnificent bison have brought many people together to 
learn and to teach. 
 
Schultz Farm and Flo’s Farm Stand [27] at 163 Maple Avenue specialize in locally produced 
dairy products and vegetables.  Ice Cream is also available on site in the warmer months. 
http://www.flosfarmstand.com/  
 
Forge Works Farm [11] on Campbell Court provides safe and enjoyable therapeutic horseback 
riding programs for special needs children and adults with wide ranges of ability.  In addition, 
the staff has developed an alternative therapy center that will provide new programs for clients, 
including music, art, theatre, vocational, recreational and aquatic therapies. 
http://www.forgeworks.net/0main.html  
 
In 1950, the summer home of F. J. Harold Daniels [16] and 325 acres of land on Charnock Hill 
and Sassawama Road in Rutland were donated to the Worcester Natural History Society as a 
school of forestry. With these two properties, the Society uniquely offered nature study for 
children at both elementary and high school levels.  Though the house is privately owned, the 
                                                 
17 Energy source may be down on farm; Grant will help explore potential of manure, Worcester Telegram and 
Gazette, November 23, 2007, Sandy Meindersma 
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Worcester Natural History Society continues to maintain the property which is now used 
primarily for environmental summer camps.  
http://www.ecotarium.org/about/news/20000714history.html  
 
Central Tree Middle School [19] and the Naquag Elementary School [21] on Main Street, and 
the Glenwood Elementary School [28] on Glenwood Road are part of the Wachusett Regional 
School district.  

The Devereux School on Millbrook Street [20] is a private, not-for-profit organization 
established in 1965 at the request of the Commonwealth. The main campus is located on a 
beautifully wooded 160-acre site in the New England countryside that provides a peaceful setting 
for treatment and education, along with ample recreational activities. Devereux has long 
recognized that planned, gradual transitions are key to successful treatment, and have developed 
a continuum where clients move through environments that become increasingly more 
community-based and home-like. As clients learn the skills they need to function more 
effectively, they move from our campus residential intake units, to cottage units, and then to 
community group homes located within a few miles of the campus. Clients who go into crisis at 
any point along our continuum can be temporarily “stepped up” to a more intensive level of care 
for stabilization. In addition, we have Behavioral Treatment Residences (BTRs) on campus and 
in the community. http://www.devereux.org/site/PageServer?pagename=ma_about#about  
 
Paxton  
 
Archeological Resources 
The DCR Cultural Resource Inventory – a baseline study of known and potential cultural, 
historic and archaeological sites conducted in 1984 as part of a statewide cultural resources 
survey of the Massachusetts Forests and Parks system – identified eighteen historic and potential 
prehistoric (pre-European) sites.  Small sites are suspected in the hilly area and in areas near 
brooks and ponds, such as Asnebumskit Pond and Turkey Hill Pond.   
 
There is no complete listing of archaeological sites, but Ledyard Bill, the author of The History 
of Paxton in 1899 states on p. 73, “There are all over town, many half filled cellars where former 
dwellings stood, and they equal in point of numbers the buildings now standing outside of the 
village proper.” In addition to the cellar holes of abandoned farmhouses, other historic features 
worthy of preservation include stonewalls, vestigial orchard trees, stone boat dumps, wells, and 
shade trees, especially street trees which were intentionally planted a century ago.  
 
Historical Resources 
The Town of Paxton has 2 sites listed in the 2008 State Register of Historic Places. 

1. The largest is Moore State Park Historic District [5] which consists of 42 properties.   
2. In addition, the Paxton Historic District includes 12 properties as part of the local historic 

district. The properties are located at the Town Common, Center Cemetery, 695 and 697 
Pleasant St., 44 Richards Ave., and 17 West St. 

 
Moore State Park [5] is a beautiful 711-acre historical, cultural, and archeological landscape 
dedicated to peace and tranquility. This reserve has sustained 180 years of continuous water 
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powered milling activities. Paxton’s early timber industry and the clearing of lands for 
agriculture left significant open (deforested) landscape in the early 1800s.  Moore State Park is 
the site of the former Newton Sawmill Village.  As Paxton transitioned from a farming 
community to a bedroom community, the open pastures have filled in with second growth 
woodlands. Most recently two wealthy Worcester families (the Mortons and the Spauldings) 
transformed it in the twentieth century to a private estate, whereupon the property was 
extensively landscaped with thousands of rhododendrons and azaleas. The DCR notes that it “is 
one of the most historically significant properties under DCR’s care.” Moore State Park Historic 
District was listed by the National Park Service on the National Register of Historic Places on 
May 21, 2004. 
 
According to the Paxton Historical 
Commission, Paxton’s Center Village 
is a historical area. With its fine 
Greek revival homes, and older 
colonials, the Commission says, the 
village has enough historical 
significance as a community to be 
eligible for the establishment of a 
historic district. In addition, there are 
many excellently preserved historic 
homes throughout the town. Again, 
according to the Historical 
Commission, the entire town could be 
viewed as a vast historic landscape. A 
surprising number of clues to 
Paxton’s agrarian past have survived 
the building booms to date.  
 
3 cemeteries contribute to the history of Paxton.18 
 

1. Center Cemetery [12] on Richards Avenue is located at the rear of the First 
Congregational Church and was established in 1765. It contains many excellent 
examples of eighteenth and nineteenth century gravestone art, including the gravestone 
of the first minister, Rev. Silas Bigelow. The graves of early settlers and veterans of the 
French and Indian War through to World War II can be found there. 

2. Mooreland Cemetery [1] on Richards Avenue is the town-owned cemetery and was 
established in 1913. The importance of the Moore family to the history of Paxton is 
memorialized on a plaque affixed to a boulder near to entrance gate of the cemetery. 

3. Worcester County Memorial Park [13] is located at 217 Richards Avenue.  This 
beautifully landscaped private cemetery was established in the 1960’s and is noted for its 
park-like grounds.  

 
The First Congregational Church [7], now located at 1 Church Street, was originally on the 
common in 1766, and moved to its present location in 1835 when a steeple and a bell from the 
                                                 
18 Paxton, Massachusetts, A Self Guided Tour of Historical Points of Interest 
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Paul Revere foundry were added. The bell and the steeple clock (1892) are properties of the 
town. It is considered by the Historical Commission to be one of the most beautiful buildings in 
town and one of the most historic. 
 
Asnebumskit House, The Summit House and the Kenilworth Hotel Sites [16] at 672 Pleasant 
Street is the site of three nineteenth century hotels, the last being the Kenilworth Hotel, which 
burned in 1927.  This site was suggested by participants at a public forum. 
 
The Town Hall [10], home to many essential functions of town government, is located at 697 
Pleasant Street and was originally constructed in 1888.  The basement contains the original lock 
up or “Tramp Room” and the men’s privy (the 4-holer), recently restored by the Paxton 
Historical Commission.  
 
From the time of its construction in 1898, the White School Building [9], 17 West Street, has 
served the educational needs of Paxton’s student population by itself until the first modern era 
addition in 1957. Today the White School Building houses the Senior Center and the Paxton 
Historical Commission Office.  
 
The Richards Home [18] on 112 Richards Avenue was originally built in 1739. It is depicted on 
the Paxton Town Seal along with the Congregational Church. Its original site is where the 
Richards Memorial Library now stands. Ellis Richards, the benefactor of the public library in 
Paxton, purchased the Goddard House in 1902 and moved it to its present location. The shade 
trees and stone walls gracing Richards Avenue are the legacy of the Ellis Richards Estate.  
 
The Moore Homestead [19] at 218 Richards Avenue is the early eighteenth century birthplace of 
Major Willard Moore, the only Paxton casualty of the Revolutionary War. Major Moore was 
mortally wounded during the second British assault at the Battle of Bunker Hill on June 17, 
1775.  
 

In addition to attracting Henry David Thoreau in the mid 
nineteenth century, Asnebumskit Hill [17] is noted, in the 
twentieth century, for being the site of the first experimental FM 
stereo broadcast in the United States. Asnebumskit Hill is one of 
the highest elevations in Central Massachusetts.  
 
The Hyland Farm Homestead [8] located at 512 Pleasant Street 
was suggested by a participant at a public forum. 
 
The Paxton Town Common [11] 0.7-acres in size, is a law n area 
with monuments and shade trees. It is 1,135 feet above sea level. 
Although the Common needs refurbishing, it presents an 
uncluttered image to the center of Paxton.  A Farmer’s Market is 
held at the Paxton Common late spring through early fall. 
 

 
 



 
Lost Villages Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan Page 59 
June 2009 

Cultural Resources 
In August of 1936, Paxton was designated as part of Christ the King Parish in Worcester. A new 
parish known as St. Columba was established in 1951 and the St. Columba Roman Catholic 
Church [6] was built adjacent to the Town Common at 10 Richards Avenue. 
 
Anna Maria College [2], located on Grove Street is a four-year coed liberal arts college 
established in 1952. It comprises extensive grounds that include numerous athletic fields. There 
is a small theater on campus that offers plays and musical events and a library for town use. The 
College is marked as a point of interest on the Wachusett Greenways Guide.  Zecco Performing 
Arts Center hosts many renowned performing artists. 
 
Richards Memorial Library [20] hosts many programs for youth, adults and seniors at 44 
Richards Avenue. 
 
The Nature Training School/Observatory [14] on the Paxton-Holden town line near Asnebumskit 
Pond is a facility of the Aldrich Astronomical Society.  The White Oak Land Trust owns the 
property.  The Nature Training School, opened in 1946, was originally some 40 acres of land at 
the Paxton-Holden town line west of Route 31 and bordered on the west by Asnebumskit Pond. 
The mission is to promote understanding of the night sky. 
http://www.aldrichastro.org/History.html  
 
Paxton Center School, 19 West Street [15], is a part of the Wachusett Regional School District 
and a hub of many community activities. 
 
WSRS [3], a light rock music FM radio station, broadcasts from 96 Stereo Lane in Paxton. 
 
The Paxton American Legion Post [4] is located on Pleasant Street and hosts many community 
activities for veterans and others. 
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CHAPTER 5 – NATURAL, RECREATION & OPEN SPACE RESOURCES 
 

Natural Resources  
 
Topography 
 
Petersham 
Located in the central portion of Worcester County's western edge, Petersham consists of all of 
the former town of Dana, and parts of Greenwich and Prescott, as well as the original town of 
Petersham. The lands of the three towns represent those areas not flooded by Quabbin Reservoir 
during the late 1930s. The town is drained by the East and West Branches of Fever Brook, the 
East Branch of the Swift River, and their tributaries, which all flow southwestward in to the 
reservoir and the Swift River Valley. Much of the western portion of the town is presently 
controlled by the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR, formerly Metropolitan 
District Commission (MDC)) as watershed land and by state and private conservation groups. 
Running north-south through the town and separating the Swift River and Fever Brook valleys is 
a ridge of hills that rise to more than 1,200 feet above sea level.  The river valleys cross the town 
between 700 and 900 feet above sea level.  East of the Swift River, the land rises again to more 
than 1,200 feet above sea level, while in the west the surface descends to below 600 feet above 
sea level along the shores of the Reservoir.  
 
Petersham's soils consist largely of Gloucester series stony loams. An exception is a long strip of 
agriculturally important Charlton loams north and east of the center. The Gloucester loams, 
where cleared of stones, also yielded good crops of hay and grains. The stony areas, though 
cleared of forest, were most often used as pasture land. As a result, the town was an important 
dairying and cattle - raising area. 
 
Barre 
The town of Barre lies on a plateau ranging in elevations from 800 to 1,100 feet above sea level, 
though some hills rise to more than 1,200 feet. The plateau is bounded on the east by the valley 
of Burnshirt Brook, on the south by the Ware River, and in the northwest by the East Branch of 
the Swift River. The Prince River and its tributary Pleasant Brook drain the central portion of the 
town, flowing in from north to south before joining the Ware River. Broad glacial terrace and 
outwash deposits up to one mile in width form the valley floor along much of the Ware River 
throughout the town, particularly where Canesto and Burnshirt Brooks join with the Ware River 
at Barre Plains, where the Prince River joins the Ware River.  Elevations range from below 700 
feet in the Ware River Valley as it enters New Braintree to greater than 1,000 feet in the upper 
Moose Brook Valley.  
 
Only in the valley floor below South Barre are agriculturally rich bottom lands found. Upstream, 
the excessively droughty Hinckley gravelly sandy loam is unimportant for agriculture but 
valuable as a source of sand and gravel for road and other building materials. Occasional brick 
clay beds were also found in the valley, particularly in South Barre.  
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The town straddles two different soil belts, separated by the Ware River Valley. West of the 
river, stony Gloucester Series soils predominate, while east of the river, Brookfield Series soils 
are more common. Both types, where cultivable, are among the most important soils for 
agriculture in the county. These soils both yield excellent crops of hay, grains, fruit, and 
vegetables; at their peak use, 70 to 80 percent of these soil type areas were under cultivation. 
Through much of the 19th and early 20th centuries Barre, together with neighboring Hardwick, 
Hubbardston, New Braintree, and Petersham, occupied the leading region in the county for 
dairying and cattle-raising. 
 
Oakham 
The hill town of Oakham, located in the southwestern portion of central Worcester County, 
forms the northern third of a high plateau, which includes New Braintree and North Brookfield 
to the south. The northern boundary of this plateau, which in Oakham ranges from 800 to 1,100 
feet above sea level, is formed by the Ware River; Five Mile River, which flows from north to 
south a short distance east of the center, forms the eastern edge of the plateau. East of the Five 
Mile River valley, which descends to less than 800 feet above sea level, the surface rises again to 
elevations reaching 1,000 feet above sea level.  
 
A number of streams cut the town's surface. Bell Brook and Burrow Brook drain the western half 
of the town into the Ware River, while the eastern and southern portions are drained by Five 
Mile River and its major tributary, Maynard Brook. Seven Mile River passes through the 
extreme eastern corner of the town as it flows from Rutland into Spencer and then East 
Brookfield, where it joins the Quaboag River.  
 
Oakham’s soils are composed largely of Brookfield series loams, ranging from stony loam on the 
hill sides to fine loam on the hilltops. Paxton and Charlton loams also occur on the tops of the 
gently rounded hills. These soils, where not too stony, were extensively cultivated and yielded 
excellent crops of hay and grains. Along the Swift and Five Mile River valleys, the terrace and 
outwash deposits consist of Merrimac and Hinckley series gravelly loams. The former is an 
agriculturally important soil, yielding moderate crops of hay, grain, and vegetables, while the 
latter, because of its droughty character, is rarely used for more than pasture. 
 
Rutland 
Rutland holds the distinction of being the geographically central town of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, as well as being the highest town center in Massachusetts between the Berkshires 
and the Atlantic.  The common at Rutland Center lies 1,200 feet above sea level. Located 
centrally in Worcester County as well, the town forms part of the spine and western slope of the 
central highlands plateau. Elevations on several of the hills and drumlins exceed 1,200 feet, but 
for the most part, the elevations of the hills range from 900 to 1,100 feet above sea level. The 
plateau is cut in the western third of the town by a loop of the Ware River through North Rutland 
and New Boston before turning northwest toward Barre Falls, and by its tributary streams. The 
largest of these is Long Meadow Brook, which flows north from Long Pond near West Rutland. 
Elevations in these valleys range from 750 to 850 feet above sea level. 
 
Rutland’s soils consist of stony to fine sandy loams of the Brookfield, Charlton, and Paxton 
series. Large areas of the agriculturally important Paxton and Charlton loams occur in the central 
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and eastern portions of the town, while Brookfield loams occur more in the southern and western 
portions of the town. All these yield excellent hay and grain crops. 
 
Paxton 
Located approximately in the center of Worcester County, Paxton is a "hill town" with elevations 
ranging from 900 feet above sea level in the stream valleys to almost 1,400 feet on Asnebumskit 
Hill, one of three hills that form a north – south ridge along the town's eastern border. This ridge 
separates Holden, which lies at an average elevation of 800-900 feet above sea level, from 
Paxton, where most of the town's land lies between 1,000 and 1,200 feet above sea level. Four 
streams drain the town and flow into three separate drainage systems: Kettle Brook in the 
southeast drains into the Blackstone basin, Turkey Hill Brook in the northwest and a small 
stream in the southwest corner drain into the Quaboag River/Chicopee River basin, and a minor 
stream in the northeast drains into the Quinapoxet/Nashua River basin. 
 
Paxton’s soils consist largely of Charlton fine sandy loam, with small areas of Paxton loam on 
the several drumlins scattered through the town, and a continuation of the Sutton loam found in 
northern Leicester. All of these soils are among the most important and agriculturally productive 
in the county. They are particularly well suited to mowing, and also provide good yields of corn 
and grains, potatoes, and vegetables. 
 
The table below displays the highest elevation in each of the 5 towns on the byway.  With its 
many scenic vistas, Paxton is home to the highest elevation on the byway. 
 
Table 5-1:  Highest Elevations by Town. 

Town Elevation (feet) Location 
Petersham 1,299 East of the Swift River 
Barre 1,259 Barre Plateau - west of the valley Burnshirt 

Brook, the north of the Ware River, and 
southeast of the East Branch of the Swift River 

Oakham 1,141 East of the Five Mile River valley 
Rutland 1,259 Hill southeast of Wheeler Road 
Paxton 1,397 Asnebumskit Hill 

Source:  MassGIS 
 
Environmental Inventory  
 
Water Resources 
The Scenic Byway intersects 3 watershed basins.  The very northern tip of the Byway is located 
in the Millers Watershed Basin.  The majority of the Byway is located in the Chicopee 
Watershed Basin, one of the largest in the state.  The southern end of the Byway intersects the 
Blackstone Watershed Basin in the Town of Paxton.  Within the Chicopee Watershed Basin, the 
Byway passes through Swift River Watershed, the Ware River Watershed and the Quaboag 
River Watershed.  The Water Resources Map indicates the location of the watershed basins, the 
watersheds and the sub-watersheds within those watersheds. 
 
For the Commonwealth, the Department of Conservation Resources (DCR) is responsible for the 
stewardship of over 92,000 acres of critical lands and 45.6 square miles of reservoir surface 
water within the watersheds of the Quabbin, Wachusett, and Sudbury Reservoirs, and the Ware 



 
Lost Villages Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan Page 63 
June 2009 

River in order to protect the municipal drinking 
water supply for current and future generations. 
The Ware River Watershed is approximately 
60,000 acres (almost two-thirds of the critical 
lands stewarded by DCR), wholly or partly 
situated in the towns of Rutland, Phillipston, 
Oakham, Barre, Hubbardston, Templeton, 
Princeton and Westminster. The United States 
Safe Drinking Water Act and amendments is 
the primary law used to protect the nation's 
drinking water supply. Since the 1920's, DCR 
has acquired water supply protection lands in 
the Ware River Watershed and now manages 
22,838 acres of undeveloped land in this 

watershed. The Division's watershed management activities, including land acquisition, 
payments in-lieu of taxes, and the protection and maintenance of water supply lands, are 
financed by water consumers – Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (MWRA) ratepayers. 
To date, there have been no waterborne disease outbreaks attributed to this unfiltered, public 
drinking water supply system.  
 
Not all land owned by the State is the same. Depending on the function of the land (e.g., water 
supply or state forest), State lands have different rules and regulations. DCR land has been 
purchased with water user rate payments, not monies from the general fund, the way State Parks 
and Forests are acquired. According to the DCR’s Watershed Protection regulations (350 CMR 
11.00), specific public access and recreational activities are allowed with restrictions (e.g., 
general and/or specific restrictions) or may be completely prohibited by the DCR. Thus, 
complete access on drinking water supply lands managed by the DCR is not allowed. 
 
The DCR owns over 22,000 acres in a topographically defined area commonly known as the 
Ware River Watershed. This area is the land and water which contribute (i.e., "drain") to the 
point of the MWRA intake on the Ware River in Barre, Massachusetts.  The water that enters the 
intake travels to either the Quabbin or Wachusett Reservoir through an underground tunnel, the 
Quabbin Aqueduct. DCR considers three management areas within this watershed area –  

1. The Intake,  
2. The "Reservation" (as defined in the Kelly-Wettmore Act), and  
3. The remaining, "Off-Reservation" lands. 

(http://www.mass.gov/dcr/watersupply/watershed/warefaq.htm ) 
 
Within the Chicopee Watershed the following ten sub-watersheds are encountered.  
 
Table 5-2 Chicopee sub-watersheds 

Sub-watershed  Town GIS Acres 
Burnshirt River Barre 3,310.44 
East Branch Swift River (headwaters to Quabbin Reservoir) Barre 22,372.30 
East Branch Ware River Barre 14,429.11 
Prince River Barre 8,300.70 
Ware River (Barre Falls Dam to Danforth Brook) Barre 20,834.01 
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West Branch Ware River Barre 325.57 
East Brookfield River (headwaters to Seven Mile River) Oakham 5,879.47 
Seven Mile River Oakham 9,297.67 
East Branch Fever Brook Petersham 5,596.05 
Quabbin Reservoir (east part to tip of Prescott Peninsula) Petersham 15,890.79 
Total 106,236.11 

Source:  MassGIS 
 
Some of the primary river resources within the area of the byway include the following: 
 
The Ware River is 30 miles long and has two forks, the East Branch longer than the West 
Branch.  The Ware River continues south through the middle of the state before it joins the 
Quaboag River. The Ware River remains as a picturesque artifact of those bygone days when the 
mill towns used waterpower. However, its power now starts the natural siphon at the Ware River 
Diversion in South Barre, Massachusetts for storage in the Quabbin Reservoir, using this same 
facility. The East Branch Ware River flows through the northern part of Rutland generally 
southwest to the Ware River. The West Branch Ware River flows through Barre southwest to the 
Ware River.  The Prince River flows south (just east of Barre Town Center) to the Ware River. 
 
The Burnshirt River flows south to the West Branch of the Ware River.  The Burnshirt River is a 
stream 8.6 miles long.  The river rises about one mile southwest of Templeton, Massachusetts at 
an elevation of 653 feet (199 meters) above sea level. From there it flows through forest and 
marshes south to Williamsville, then southeast to join the Ware River about two miles east of 
Barre.  
 
Smaller tributaries brooks and rivers in the area contribute to the byway’s special water resources 
as well. The Five Mile River flows south from Dean Pond to Brooks Pond and then on to the 
Quaboag River.  The East Branch Fever Brook flows to the Quabbin Reservoir.  The East Branch 
Swift River flows southwest to Pottapaug Pond.  Fever Brook flows southwest to the Quabbin 
Reservoir. 
 
Over 10,000 acres of wetlands 
offers many benefits to the five 
towns.  Wetlands slow floodwaters, 
protect uplands from erosion, 
increase water quality, provide 
setting for recreation and study, 
support a diversity of wildlife 
across the landscape,  moderate 
local climate,  recharge 
groundwater, produce products 
such as timber, peat, fish, rice, 
cranberries, blueberries, and hay 
for livestock. The 100-year flood 
plain is a great indicator of the area 
potentially affected by rising flood 
waters.  The five towns contain 
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significant amounts of wetland areas as shown in the table below. Rutland has both the greatest 
amount of wetland area and Petersham has the greatest amount of 100-year flood plain area of 
the 5 towns. 
 
Table 5-3 Wetland Areas and 100-year Flood Plain Areas 

Town 
GIS Wetland Area 

(Acres) 
GIS 100 Year 

Flood Plain Areas (acres) 
Petersham 2,678.43 11,204.1 
Barre 2,562.35 1,718.48 
Oakham 1,165.79 1,021.67 
Rutland 2,970.17 3,037.79 
Paxton 1,272.44 783.69 
Total 10,649.17 17,765.73 

Source:  MassGIS 
 
The East Branch of the Ware River sub-watershed contains by far the greatest amount of 
wetlands. Wetlands acreage by sub watershed area as follows: 
 
Table 5-4 East Branch Ware River Wetland Areas 

Sub-Watershed 
GIS Wetland 

(Acres) 

GIS 100 Year 
Flood Plain Areas 
(Acres) 

Burnshirt River 266.48 244.6 
East Branch Fever Brook 561.72 412.22 
East Branch Swift River-headwaters to Quabbin Reservoir 1,676.05 1,790.03 
East Branch Ware River 2,101.38 2,717.26 
East Brookfield River-headwaters to Seven Mile River 601.59 599.11 
Kettle Brook 175.66 171.58 
Millers River: West Brook to Orcutt Brook 252.21 233.68 
Prince River 522.04 285.19 
Quabbin Reservoir-east part to tip of Prescott Peninsula 399.61 8762.13 
Quinapoxet River 681.48 629.47 
Seven Mile River 1,400.84 725.98 
Upper Blackstone River-Singletary Brook 13.31  na 
Ware River-Barre Falls Dam to Danforth Brook 1,971.15 1,190.95 
West Branch Ware River 25.65 3.53 
Total 10,649.17 17,765.73 

Source:  MassGIS 
 
Development Restrictions 
Excessive slope places serious limits on development. Often excessive slope areas are found in 
river valleys along embankments and areas long ago steeply carved by water and ice.  Petersham 
has the largest area with excessive slope as demonstrated by Table 5-5. 
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Table 5-5 - Excessive Slope by Town 
Town GIS ACRES 
Petersham 2,656.07 
Barre 288.98 
Oakham 67.90 
Rutland 149.94 
Paxton 75.43 
Total 3,238.32 

Source:  MassGIS 
 
To provide more detail, Table 5-6 shows excessive slope by sub watershed. 
 

Table 5-6 - Excessive slope by Sub watershed 
Sub-Watershed GIS ACRES 

Burnshirt River 18.65 
East Branch Fever Brook 321.00 
East Branch Swift River-headwaters to Quabbin Reservoir 1,310.26 
East Branch Ware River 134.31 
East Brookfield River-headwaters to Seven Mile River 22.24 
Kettle Brook 31.36 
Millers River: West Brook to Orcutt Brook 111.35 
Prince River 46.50 
Quabbin Reservoir-east part to tip of Prescott Peninsula 984.98 
Quinapoxet River 46.74 
Seven Mile River 34.92 
Ware River-Barre Falls Dam to Danforth Brook 168.54 
West Branch Ware River 6.85 
Total 3,237.68 

Source:  MassGIS 

The Rivers Protection Act limits development within 200 feet of rivers and streams in the 
Commonwealth. Specifically it protects the Riverfront Area, defined as 200 feet wide and is 
measured from each side of the river from the mean annual high water line outward horizontally 
and parallel to the river. The Watershed Protection Act (WsPA) regulates land use and activities 
within critical areas of the Quabbin Reservoir, Ware River and Wachusett Reservoir watersheds 
for the purpose of protecting the quality of drinking water. Administered by the Division of 
Water Supply Protection (formerly the MDC Division of Watershed Management), WsPA 
applies only in towns in DCR watersheds.  Two areas are protected in different ways under the 
WsPA. Within 400 feet of the reservoirs and 200 feet of tributaries and surface waters (the 
"Primary Protection Zone"), any alteration is prohibited. "Alteration" includes a variety of 
activities, such as construction, excavation, grading, paving, and dumping. Generation, storage, 
disposal or discharge of pollutants is also prohibited in the Primary Zone. Between 200 and 400 
feet of tributaries and surface waters, and on land within flood plains, over some aquifers, and 
within bordering vegetated wetlands (the "Secondary Protection Zone"), certain activities are 
specifically prohibited. These include storage, disposal or use of toxic, hazardous, and certain 
other materials; alteration of bordering vegetated wetlands; more dense development; and other 
activities.  
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Petersham, with its proximity to the Quabbin Reservoir, is most affected by both the Watershed 
Protection and River Protection Acts and their imposed development limits and resource 
protections. 

Table 5-7 - Water Resource Protection Areas 
Town Watershed Protection 

Act (Primary areas) 
(Acres) 

Watershed Protection 
Act (Secondary Areas) 

(Acres) 

River Protection Act 
Jurisdiction (Acres) 

Petersham 14,518.73 3,929.42 1,957.27 
Barre 1,244.76 1,356.20 1,465.97 
Oakham 473.97 439.18 565.40 
Rutland 3,524.74 3,320.42 81.09 
Paxton 410.65 689.00 552.90 
Total 20,451.20 9455.87 4622.65 
Source:  MassGIS 
 
179 Public water supply reservoirs are distributed throughout the entire study area.  47 water 
sources of various types can be found throughout the 5 town byway area. 
 
Table 5-8 - Drinking water supplies 

  Emergency 
Surface Water 

Community 
Ground Water 
Well 

Non-transient 
Non-
community 

Community 
Surface Water 
Source 

Transient 
Non-
Community 

Total 

Petersham 0 1 3 0 5 9 
Barre 1 6 1 1 0 9 
Oakham   1  10 11 
Rutland 1 1  1 7 10 
Paxton 1 4  2 1 8 
Total 3 12 5 4 23 47 

Source:  MassGIS 
 
Special Habitats 
 
The Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) of the Massachusetts 
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife maintain a list of all Massachusetts Endangered Species 
Act (MESA)-listed species observed and documented in each town.  According to DCR’s 
records, the 5 towns on the Byway have had occurrences of the following species that are either 
Endangered, Threatened, or are of Special Concern. 
 
Adder's-tongue Fern 
American Bittern 
Back's Sedge 
Bald Eagle (Petersham) 
Blue-spotted Salamander 
Bog Elfin 
Bridle Shiner 
Climbing Fumitory 
Coastal Swamp Metarranthis Moth 
Common Loon 
Cornel-leaved Aster 
Creeper 
Drooping Speargrass 
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Dwarf Mistletoe 
Dwarf Rattlesnake-plantain 
Eastern Box Turtle 
Forcipate Emerald 
Grasshopper Sparrow 
Great Laurel 
Hairy Beardtongue 
Harpoon Clubtail 
Henslow's Sparrow 
Incurvate Emerald 
Intricate Fairy Shrimp 
Least Bittern 
Long's Bitter-cress 
New England Blazing Star 
New England Bluet 
Northern Harrier 
Orange Sallow Moth 
Pink Sallow 
Pitcher Plant Borer Moth 
Purple Clematis 
Purple Milkweed 
Purple Tiger Beetle 
Sand Violet 
Sedge Wren 
Ski-tipped Emerald 
Slender Clearwing Sphinx Moth 
Slender Cottongrass 
Small Bur-reed 
Spatterdock Darner 
Stygian Shadowdragon 
Thread Rush 
Tiny Cow-lily 
Triangle Floater 
Tuckerman's Sedge 
Twelve-spotted Tiger Beetle 
Wood Turtle 
 
Core Habitats have been identified as sites critical for the long-term survival of the 
Commonwealth's biodiversity in the BioMap (2001) and Living Waters (2003) reports produced 
by the NHESP. The BioMap project identified sites critical for terrestrial and wetland 
biodiversity; the subsequent Living Waters project mapped key sites for freshwater biodiversity. 
 
Table 5-8 - Living Waters and Core Habitats  

 Living Waters  
(Core areas)  

(acres) 

Living Waters 
(Secondary areas) 

(acres) 

Core habitats 
 (Core areas) 

(acres) 

Core habitats 
(Secondary areas) 

(acres) 
Petersham 8,836.00 38,434.24 28610.11 9468.99 
Barre 4.31 8795.92 4654.79 3801.84 
Oakham 1.23 4584.37 796.86 4099.29 
Rutland 14.70 3427.44 6504.73 3708.24 
Paxton ??? 670.98 19.47 1897.25 
Total 8856.24 55912.94 40585.96 22975.61 

Source: Source:  MassGIS and NHESP BioMap and Living Waters 
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Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) are places in Massachusetts that receive 
special recognition because of the quality, uniqueness and significance of their natural and 
cultural resources. These areas are identified and nominated at the community level and are 
reviewed and designated by the state’s Secretary of Environmental Affairs. ACEC designation 
creates a framework for local and regional stewardship of critical resources and ecosystems.  
There are no parts of the Scenic Byway or any of the 5 towns currently designated as an ACEC.  
A nomination may be made for future designation if an appropriate area is identified. 
 
Vernal pools are unique wildlife habitats best known for the amphibians and invertebrate animals 
that use them to breed. Vernal pools, also known as ephemeral pools, autumnal pools, and 
temporary woodland ponds, typically fill with water in the autumn or winter due to rising ground 
water and rainfall and remain ponded through the spring and into summer. Vernal pools dry 
completely by the middle or end of summer each year, or at least every few years. Occasional 
drying prevents fish from establishing permanent populations. Many amphibian and invertebrate 
species rely on breeding habitat that is free of fish predators. 
 
Some vernal pools are protected in Massachusetts under the Wetlands Protection Act regulations, 
as well as several other federal and state regulations, and local bylaws. The NHESP serves the 
important role of officially "certifying" vernal pools that are documented by citizens.  Aerial 
photos have helped in the identification of potential vernal pools.  Though Barre has the most 
certified vernal pools (9) and potential vernal pools (175), Oakham also has a large number of 
potential vernal pools (132).  Teams might be dispatched to the sites of potential vernal pools 
throughout the 5 byway towns to explore the possibility of certification. 
 
Table 5-9 - Vernal Pools 

 Certified Vernal Pools Potential Vernal Pools 
Petersham 7 82 
Barre 9 175 
Oakham 1 132 
Rutland 6 91 
Paxton 1 42 
Total 24 522 

Source:  MassGIS 
 
Wildlife Resources 
Wildlife found in the towns includes those one might expect to find in forests, agricultural fields, 
marshes, wetland, ponds and old and new residential areas.  Typical wildlife includes 
chipmunks, squirrels, skunks, ground hogs, porcupine, raccoons, foxes, skunks, opossums, 
beavers, muskrats, coyotes, deer, fisher cats, cottontail rabbits, with occasional sightings of 
bobcat, moose, American bald eagle, and black bear. 
 
Turkeys, turkey vultures, woodcocks and ruffed grouse, Canadian geese, a variety of ducks and 
other waterfowl are found in the area, hunted more in some towns than others. 
 
The Department of Fisheries and Wildlife (MassWildlife) owns over 100 Wildlife Management 
Areas (WMAs) and 13 wildlife sanctuaries with care and control of over 160,000 acres of lands 
and waters.  All WMAs are open to hunting, fishing, trapping and other outdoor recreation 
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activities. Sanctuaries are more restrictive—i.e., camping, hunting, fishing and trapping are 
prohibited. The 5 town area hosts some or all of 10 different wildlife management areas 
(WMAs). 
 
The following water bodies are stocked with trout raised in MassWildlife's hatcheries. Rainbow, 
brown, brook and tiger trout are raised in state hatcheries located in Sandwich, Belchertown, 
Montague and Sunderland. Stocking times begin depending on snow, ice, flood levels and water 
chemistry conditions. All listed waters are stocked in the spring except Long Pond which is also 
stocked in the fall. 

• Swift River (East Branch), Fever Brook (West Branch), Connor's Pond in Petersham; 
• Ware River, Ware River (West Branch), Burnshirt River, Canesto Brook, Prince River in 

Barre;  
• Parker Brook in Oakham; and 
• Ware River, (East. Branch), Demond Pond, Whitehall Pond, Long Pond in Rutland. 

 
Other species found in area ponds, lakes, streams, brooks and rivers include bass, yellow perch, 
pickerel, horned pout, and various sunfish. 
 
Table 5-10 - Wildlife Management Areas 

Town GIS Acres 
Petersham 1,432.51 
Barre 2,052.25 
Oakham 647.46 
Rutland 582.68 
Paxton 258.19 

Source:  MassGIS 
 
Wildlife Management Areas located in the five town area are listed in Table 5-11.  Regulations 
are in place for hunting, fishing and other uses of these areas. 
 
Table 5-11 – Wildlife Management Areas by Town 
Towns Area Name Total Acres 
Barre Prince River WMA  749 
Barre Moose Brook WMA  632 
Barre / Hubbardston / Rutland Barre Falls WMA  10,557 
Barre / Petersham Raccoon Hill WMA  416 
Hardwick / Barre Ware River WMA  246 
Oakham Oakham WMA  484 
Paxton / Spencer / Leicester Moose Hill WMA  632 
Phillipston / Petersham Popple Camp WMA  1,160 
Rutland Thayer Pond WMA  131 
Rutland / Princeton Savage Hill WMA  875 
Source:  MassWildlife 
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Open Space and Recreation Resources 
 
This section is an inventory of open space and recreational resources in each town.  Many of the 
areas described here were suggested for inclusion during stakeholder meetings or public forum.  
Open space and recreational resources are shown on individual maps for each town.  Most of the 
areas indicated on the maps are publicly-owned open space.  For privately-owned areas not 
shown on the maps, an address is typically indicated in the description. 
 
Petersham 
Because of Petersham proximity to the Quabbin Reservoir it is blessed with thousands of acres 
of preserved open space and recreation areas. 
 
The Quabbin Reservoir State Reservation is managed by DCR.  The Quabbin Reservoir is one of 
the largest man-made public water supplies in the United States. Created in the 1930s by the 
construction of two huge earthen dams, the reservoir is fed by the three branches of the Swift 
River, and seasonally by the Ware River. The Quabbin's water covers 39 square miles, is 18 
miles long and has 181 miles of shoreline. When full, the Quabbin holds 412 billion gallons of 
water.  In order to flood the vast area of the Swift River Valley in the 1930s, the entire 
population of four towns Dana, Enfield, Greenwich and Prescott had to be relocated. Hundreds 
of homes, businesses, a state highway, a railroad line, and 34 cemeteries were also moved or 
dismantled. Over 6,000 graves were relocated from the Valley to Quabbin Park cemetery.  

The primary purpose of DCR water and surrounding lands is drinking water supply. Public 
access, therefore, is carefully regulated and controlled to protect over 2 million people’s source 
of drinking water. State regulations require all entry and exit through gates or other designated 
areas only. In Petersham, Gate 40 leads to the Town Common of the former town of Dana and 
Gate 43 to former the Town of Greenwich.19  Anything that could pollute the water supply 
system, such as litter or refuse of any sort, is prohibited. Visitors are asked to strictly observe 
restrictions on recreational activities. Direct water contact activities, such as swimming and 
wading, are strictly prohibited by regulation. Dogs are not allowed on any DCR property 
associated with Quabbin Reservoir. Recreation opportunities include shoreline fishing 
(restrictions), hiking, bicycling (limited), walking trails, bird watching, snowshoeing, hunting 
(restrictions), scenic views, visitor center, and picnicking (carry-in, carry-out).  
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/central/quabbin.htm  
 
The Petersham State Forest consists of 3 or 4 tracts in the northern section of Town in the 
vicinity of Riceville Pond, Tom Swamp, and Nelson Brook.  Because of the density of protected 
forest land, it is often considered and/or confused with parts of the Harvard Forest or part of the 
Quabbin Reservoir State Reservation.  Camping and hiking opportunities are available here. 
 
Federated Women’s Club State Forest lies in Petersham and New Salem on Route 122. Its 984 
acres stretch to the south and west in the watershed of the Quabbin Reservoir.  No pets are 
allowed on DCR Watershed Property. Groves of pine and stands of maple, birch and hemlock 
                                                 
19 http://explorewmass.blogspot.com/2009/05/quabbin-page.html 
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invite the visitor along the wooded roads.  The road along Fever Brook is outstanding for its 
scenery. A wildlife sanctuary compromising 140 acres has been set aside in the center of the 
forest, and a dam on Fever Brook holds back sufficient water to attract migrating and native wild 
fowl. In the southwest section is the forest's chief geological feature, the Gorge. Contained 
within this 984-acre state forest are four 'wilderness campsites', with picnic areas. 
http://www.northquabbinwoods.org/entries/108  
 
The Popple Camp State Wildlife Management Area (WMA) is located on Route 101 in Petersham 
and Phillipston and is fantastic place to find the East Branch of the Swift River running free, its 
valley rising into sloping forests.  The Popple Camp WMA consists of 1,160 acres in the towns 
of Phillipston and Petersham. Many miles further south, the Swift River runs into a dam that 
turns it into the Quabbin Reservoir.  But here the East Branch of the Swift River runs free, its 
valley rising into sloping forests. Stocked trout and aquatic fur-bearers swim in the river, and 
native brook trout frisk in Popple Camp, Bigelow, and Shattuck Brooks or in the numerous 
beaver impoundments. Hunters seek grouse, woodcock, turkey, and stocked pheasant, as well as 
deer, coyote, snowshoe hare, and cottontail rabbit.  Numerous non-game species also call the 
area home, some in the open marsh and brushy fields that dot the woodland. An old road leading 
from the parking area on Route 101 leads down to the river. Across the street from the 1,300-
acre Popple Camp WMA is the larger, 3,300-acre Phillipston WMA (described below).  Dogs 
are allowed but ATV's/ORV's and snowmobiling are prohibited.  There are no formal facilities. 
The property is owned by the Massachusetts Department of Fisheries and Wildlife (MDFW).  
Fishing, hiking, hunting, and kayaking/canoeing are the dominant activities.  Camping is allowed 
only by permit from MDFW.  http://www.northquabbin.org/entries/38  
 
Raccoon Hill WMA is 416 acres owned by MDFW.  The area is located off of Glen Valley Road 
adjacent to the Swift River Reservation in Petersham and off of Dana Road in Barre.  There are 
limited trails in the area which is mostly used for hunting. 
 
Phillipston WMA, located in the eastern part of Petersham, spreads into the western part of 
Phillipston and Hubbardston and the northern part of Barre. With gentle to moderate slopes 
traversed by several brooks, its 3,383 acres are dominated by mixed forests and a range of 
wetlands.  Extending south from Route 101, the Phillipston Wildlife Management Area is 
traversed by portions of the Burncoat River, Moccasin Brook, and Wine Brook. The land is 
dominated by mixed hardwood and conifer forest, but also includes wooded swamps, open 
marshes, two lovely ponds, and several beaver impoundments. These waters support fur-bearers 
and native brook trout, while grouse, woodcock, deer, coyote, snowshoe hare, cottontail rabbit, 
turkey and other species share the upland. Stocked pheasant can be found in season. There are 
parking areas at Baker Lane in Phillipston and Narrow Lane in Petersham, and a canoe put-in is 
located on Queen Lake at the Phillipston end of Narrow Lane. Baker Lane is now closed to 
traffic and makes a fine hiking trail through part of the WMA.  
 
The Babbit Wildlife Sanctuary, off of Amidon Drive between Routes 32A and 122/32, is town-
owned open space.  The Center School often takes field trips to study and explore the area flora 
and fauna. 
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The Baffle Dam in the southern section of the Quabbin Reservoir Reservation continues into 
Hardwick.  Views of the dam can be seen from areas accessed by Gate 43 in Petersham.  The 
dam is an integral part of Quabbin's 'from river-water to tap-water' process, serving as a natural 
filtration system by directing water entering the reservoir from the Swift-Wachusett Tunnel and 
the East Branch of the Swift River to the north, around Mt. Zion. The intake shaft, Shaft 12, 
drawing water from the Quabbin on the beginning of its journey to Boston, is located south of 
Gate 43. By the time the inflow of water from the tunnel and the river reaches this outlet on its 
circuitous route, much of the sediment and impurities have been removed, heavier sediment 
settling to the reservoir floor. For obvious reasons, these areas of Quabbin are highly restricted. 
The Baffle Dam system is built where Greenwich Village once stood. 
 
Harvard Forest is a research facility of Harvard University.  The campus includes about 1,200 
acres scattered in six areas of Petersham (and another 1,800 acres in nearby towns.)  The 
majority of the research done at Harvard Forest is based on the tracts closest to the Harvard 
Forest Campus in Petersham. Recreation at Harvard Forest contains miles of trails. A map or 
roads and trails on the prospect hill 
tract, the area closest to parking, is 
available on line at 
http://harvardforest.fas.harvard.ed
u/museum/recreation.html. Two 
self-guided nature trails start at the 
Fisher Museum and wind for 0.5 
and 1.5 miles through the Forest. 
Hiking, cross-country skiing, 
mountain biking, and horseback 
riding are allowed on the trails. 
Motorized recreation, camping and 
fires are prohibited. Dogs are 
allowed on Harvard Forest, but 
must be under strict control at all 
times. Parking is available in front 
of the Fisher Museum for the Prospect Hill tract and just off Route 122 at the east and west edges 
of Harvard Pond for the Tom Swamp tract.  Hunting is allowed on Harvard Forest except for 
posted areas where intensive research is being conducted. Visitors are requested to stay on the 
trails and must not disturb any research equipment, materials, or markers. 
 
James W. Brooks Woodland Preserve, a Trustees of Reservations property, is located between 
East Street, Barre Road, and Quaker Drive.  The Preserve includes 2 areas totaling 558 acres.  
Established as a Preserve in 1975, it was once home to Nipmuc, and then cleared by settlers for 
open farmland. The Brooks Woodland Preserve is today an undisturbed forest of towering red 
oaks, hemlocks, and white pine that is being managed to re-create a forest typical of Central 
Massachusetts at the time of its settlement. Visitors may hike or cross-country ski along many 
miles of woodland trails and former woods roads.  13.5 miles of trails and woods roads provide a 
venue for moderately challenging hiking. 
 



 
Lost Villages Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan Page 74 
June 2009 

Old stone walls, reminders of former agricultural use, cross the forest floor, passing through 
patches of maidenhair ferns, winterberry, and partridgeberry. Some of the original farmland has 
been kept as open fields within the forest. Along parts of the Swift River, Moccasin Brook, and 
Roaring Brook, beavers have dammed the stream, creating swamps. A cascade of glacial 
boulders near outcrops of granite ledge provide dens for porcupines. Six early-nineteenth-century 
farmsteads can be rediscovered in the Preserve. Fieldstone cellar walls, porch steps, and a 
chimney support are all that remain of the former Dudley Farm. 
 
The Preserve is named for Aaron Brooks, Jr.'s son, James Willson Brooks, lawyer, diplomat, and 
co-founder of the United Shoe Machinery Company, who set aside more than 2,000 acres of 
Petersham's forest for conservation purposes, including Harvard Forest with its renowned 
research center. Adjacent to the Preserve is the 1,500+ acre Rutland Brook Sanctuary of the 
Massachusetts Audubon Society. 
http://www.thetrustees.org/pages/284_brooks_woodland_preserve.cfm  
 
North Common Meadow, owned by the Trustees of Reservations and located on North Main 
Street was once pastureland and now preserved as wildflower meadow and grassland, the 25-acre 
North Common Meadow contributes to the rural charm and character of Petersham Center. A 
gentle, 1½-mile loop trail takes visitors from a 1830s law office on Main Street around a lovely 
lily pond, out to East Street and back through the meadow to Main Street, on the way providing a 
wonderful view of Mt. Wachusett far to the south. A spur at one point in the loop connects with 
the Roaring Brook Tract of the Brooks Woodland Preserve (see above). Hiking, horseback-
riding, and cross country skiing are typical uses of the area. 
http://www.northquabbinwoods.org/entries/169  
 
The Swift River Reservation is owned by the Trustees of Reservations.  The East Branch of the 
Swift River links all three tracts of Swift River Reservation. The Nichewaug Tract includes 
extensive rocky ledges, a moist ravine, open fields, a beaver-dammed swamp, vernal pools, 
riverside habitat, and forest edges along woods roads. These habitats support many small 
mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish, insects, and birds.  In the late eighteenth century, much of 
the Reservation was cleared for farms that conducted small-scale agriculture, subsistence 
livestock grazing, and fuel wood collection. In the nineteenth century, population growth and 
new local industries (saw and wool mills, a box company, a tannery, and a hat company) placed 
greater demand on the area's natural resources. The forest was largely cut, sparing trees only on 
steep, rocky hillsides, on ledges, and in wetlands. Several reclaimed fields in the Slab City Tract 
re-create the open setting around the Avery Williams farmstead as it may have appeared around 
1890. After farm abandonment in the early twentieth century, the forest returned only to be 
decimated by a major hurricane in 1938. Today most of the Reservation's white pine and mixed 
hardwood forest date back to this hurricane and its associated cleanup. 
 
Earthlands, a private non-profit organization located at 39 Glasheen Road, is 166 acres of mixed 
woodland and meadow surrounded by deep forest and farmland all around. Facilities include an 
off-grid conference and retreat center focused on simplicity and connection with the Earth.  
Education and enrichment programs are offered to visitors, sometimes in collaboration with the 
North Quabbin Farm.  The Earthlands Program and Retreat Center is a program of the non-profit 
Institute for Environmental Awareness and is located on acres of open fields, pasture, and mixed 
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hardwood forest. The area contains two streams and a variety of wildlife habitats.  Over 20 miles 
of hiking, skiing, and horse trails lace the area. There are numerous nineteenth century 
homestead sites nearby as well as the famous "Indian Caves." 
http://www.instituteforenvironmentalawareness.org/earthlands/about  
 
Petersham Curling Club, located at 250 North Main Street, is host to men's, women's, and mixed 
curling leagues.  The organization hosts open houses as well as facilitates equipment and space 
rental for curling activities.  The facility is open mid-October thru March.  
http://www.petershamcurling.org/ Curling is a team sport with similarities to bowling and 
shuffleboard, played by two teams of four players each on a rectangular sheet of carefully 
prepared ice. Teams take turns sliding heavy, polished granite stones down the ice towards the 
target (called the house). Two sweepers with brooms accompany each rock and use timing 
equipment and their best judgment, along with direction from their teammates, to help direct the 
stones to their resting place. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curling.  
 
The Petersham Country Club is located at 240 North Main Street near Poor Farm Road. Nestled 
in the hills of central Massachusetts, the Petersham Country Club was designed by the legendary 
Donald Ross in 1922. His craftsmanship is evident in the layout of the nine-hole course with its 
long, green fairways, hidden bunkers and relaxing stroll from tee to green.  The club supports a 
clubhouse with dining facilities, deck and pro shop. 
 
The Petersham Gun Club, located at 158 Nelson Road near the border with Athol, has both a 50 
and 100-yard rifle/pistol range for up to 0.50 BMG, a trap range and sporting clays range, a 9-7½ 
shot for up to 4-gauge. There is a kid’s fish pond, stocked with trout in June. An archery range is 
also available. Youth groups are encouraged to engage through school fish and game clubs and 
scouting groups.  All members must conform to fish and game laws. 
 
Town-owned properties include the Petersham Town Forest, located off of Poor Farm Road in 
the northeastern part of Town and the Petersham Common, a picturesque New England Town 
Common.  It is one of the loveliest of combinations of village life - a town center, mansions, and 
public buildings, surrounding a large common. Recreational opportunities are also available at 
the playing fields at Center School on Spring Street. 
 
In addition numerous farms include the Davis Farm on Maple Lane, the Horse Farm on North 
Main Street (horseback riding available), and the Colonial Alpaca Farm on North Main Street. 
 
Clearly Petersham is a destination for many activities including the following: 

• Hiking at all levels,  
• Fresh water fishing,  
• Boating on smaller ponds (not the Quabbin),  
• Canoeing and kayaking on the many rivers and streams, 
• Bicycling the country roads,  
• Mountain biking,  
• Bird watching 
• Snowmobiling 
• Cross country skiing 
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• Snowshoeing 
• Hunting (restrictions) 
• Picnicking (carry-in, carry-out) 
• Sight seeing 
• Camping 

 
Barre 
Barre Falls Dam and Recreation Area, on the Ware River in East Barre, consists of an earth fill 
dam with stone slope protection 885 feet long and 69 feet high. There are three dikes totaling 
3,215 feet in length with a maximum elevation of 48 feet.  Cut in rock, the spillway comprises a 
concrete weir 60 feet in length. The weir's crest elevation is 23 feet lower than the top of the 
dam. There is no lake at the Barre Falls Dam. The flood storage area for the project, which is 
normally empty, stores floodwaters and covers about 1,500 acres in the towns of Barre, 
Hubbardston, Rutland, and Oakham, Massachusetts. The entire project, including all associated 
lands, covers 2,407 acres. The Barre Falls Dam can store up to 7.82 billion gallons of water for 
flood control purposes. This is equivalent to 8.2 inches of water covering its drainage area of 55 
square miles.  
 

The Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR) manage and preserve the 
land for water quality protection. 
The Massachusetts Water 
Resources Authority (MWRA) 
manages these water resources, 
which are part of the public water 
supply for the Greater Boston area. 
The Army Corps of Engineers 
assists the MWRA by coordinating 
flows to maximize diversion rates, 
and the MWRA assists the Corps 
when requested to divert excess 
flows to help with flood control. 
Camping, swimming and wading 

are not permitted. However, there is an 18-hole disc golf course which spans much of the 
premises.  
 
The Barre Falls Wildlife Management Area (WMA) consists of 10,557 acres in the towns of 
Barre, Hubbardston and Rutland. The area has 2 canoe only boat ramps.  The Prince River WMA 
consists of 749 acres located in the northern portion of the Town of Barre. The Moose Brook 
WMA consists of 632 acres in 3 areas in the western section of the Town of Barre. The Raccoon 
Hill WMA consists of 416 acres in the western section of the Town of Barre and the southern 
section of the Town of Petersham.  In Barre, it is located in the vicinity of Dana and Old Dana 
Roads. The Ware River WMA consists of 246 acres in the towns of Barre and Hardwick.  The 
Phillipston WMA also crosses into Barre. 
 



 
Lost Villages Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan Page 77 
June 2009 

Cooks Canyon Wildlife Sanctuary, 141 South Street, is a 60-acre area owned and maintained by 
the Massachusetts Audubon Society.  The sanctuary has two adjoining parcels - Cook’s Canyon 
and Williams Woods—that can be explored on its quarter-mile trail, which leads visitors through 
scenic meadowlands and a forest. During the fall foliage season, binoculars might be useful to 
look out over the spectacular wooded ravine, brook, and waterfall.  The Canyon was formed by 
the 200 foot drop of Galloway Brook from the dam to Prince River.  The area was restored by 
George Cook in 1896. 
 
The Quabbin Regional Middle and High Schools, 800 South Street, are part of the Regional 
School District which has served Barre, Hardwick, Hubbardston, New Braintree, and Oakham 
since 1967.  The school campuses include a wide array of recreational facilities including a 
football field with a quarter mile track, 2 or more soccer fields, and 3 baseball fields of various 
sizes in addition to typical indoor basketball and athletic courts.  Ruggles Lane Elementary 
School at 105 Ruggles Lane in Barre has a baseball diamond and soccer type practice/playing 
field and is also part of the Quabbin Regional School District.  
 
Felton Field is located on Old Coldbrook Road.  In addition to the 1865 fairgrounds, the area has 
3 outdoor tennis courts and an outdoor basketball court, 3 soccer-type fields and a baseball 
diamond. It is also actively used for horse back riding.  Thorng Field, located between School 
and Canal Street is a soccer field. 
 
Rice Park on School Street between Winter and Broad Streets, formerly the site of a blacksmith 
shop is now home to basketball courts, a skateboard, and a climbing wall. A baseball field is 
located on the corner of Maple Lane and Wheelwright Road. 

Coldbrook Golf & RV Resort, 864 Old Coldbrook Road, not only offers some of the most scenic 
camping, but also has a long list of amenities including a 9-hole golf course. The campground is 
perfectly situated overlooking the Ware River Valley on 300 acres of rolling pastures and forest. 
The resort borders the 22,000 acre Ware River Watershed Wildlife Recreation Area.  The 
Coldbrook Golf & RV Resort gives easy access to many outdoor activities including mountain 
biking, hiking, fishing, golfing and horseback riding.  Amenities include pet friendly resort, an 
executive par three golf course, a 100 foot wading pool, Olympic size swimming pool, free wi-fi 
hot spots, country club, playground, volleyball courts, basketball courts, dining facilities, hiking, 
fishing (catch & release), mountain biking, country store, arcade, entertainment, large camping 
sites, dump station, and propane filling station.  
http://www.morganrvresorts.com/pages/coldbrook_homepage  

The Hillside Equestrian Center, 468 Old Coldbrook Road, offers stables for horse, lessons, and 
horseback riding opportunities. 
 
South Barre Rod & Gun Club, Inc. is located at 2626 South Barre Road, right on the Hardwick 
Line.  Its facilities include a 200-yard outdoor rifle range, 50-yard archery range, 3-D archery 
course, an approximately 10-acre bass pond, and a single room clubhouse.  Its activities include 
10 shooting events per year, such as turkey shoots.  For youth, the club offers 0.22 caliber 
shooting, hand trap shooting and a youth pheasant hunt. 
 



 
Lost Villages Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan Page 78 
June 2009 

Barre Sportsman’s Club is located at 221 Springhill Road.  Its facilities include a 3-D archery 
course, trap shooting with sporting clays, and a rifle range.  The club sponsors several events for 
both adults and youth.  http://www.barresportsmansclub.org/  
 
The former Pine Ridge Snow Park was located at 377 Stetson Road and is no longer in business 
but was one of the friendliest family ski areas in Central Massachusetts. Located just off Route 
32, Pine Ridge offered skiing and riding on 7 trails and slopes serviced by a T-bar and rope tow.  
It had a 210 foot drop, 7 trails, 80 percent snowmaking on 25 skiable acres.  
http://skiing.alpinezone.com/resorts/detail.htm?resort=pineridge  
 
Hartman’s Herb Farm and Bed and Breakfast is located at 1026 Old Dana Road.  The owners 
propagate and grow hundreds of varieties of herbs, perennials, dried flowers, bedding and 
vegetable plants. Stroll through display garden, greenhouses, and herb gift shop.  The post and 
beam dining room is available for bus tours (a demo and lecture included), wedding showers and 
other small parties by reservation. http://www.hartmansherbfarm.com/about.htm  
 
Stevens Farm Bed and Breakfast is located at 749 Old Coldbrook Road and dates back to circa 
1789. Guests enjoy an old-fashioned country experience at Stevens Farm. The 18th-century 
farmhouse has been in the innkeepers’ family for nine generations since 1789. Guests can take 
tours of the 350-acre working farm, or just relax and enjoy the view from the gazebo. During the 
winter months, guests can cross-country ski on the property or ice skate on the pond. Colorful, 
handmade afghans and comfortable antiques decorate the bedchambers.  The parlor features 
Victorian furnishings, an upright piano and a tin ceiling. The innkeeper once worked as a cook 
and professional baker and prepares the savory full breakfasts. Dinner, featuring items such as 
Yankee pot roast, homemade bread and cranberry walnut pie, can be arranged. The inn recently 
received the Governors Hospitality Award. The farm sits high on a hill on 350 acres, overlooking 
Barre and Rutland. It is a full working farm with cows, chickens, horses and rabbits.  A pond for 
fishing, cross-country skiing, hiking and biking is on premises. http://www.stevensfarminn.com/ 
 
Sunnyhill Farm Fibers, 452 Fruitland Road is an active working sheep and Angora rabbit farm 
which produces multicolored hand-dyed yarns and fleeces in a great variety of textures and 
precious fibers.  The farm demonstrates and offer classes in spinning, knittings, weaving and 
felting.  Angora rabbit grooming, shearing and spinning is demonstrated. Visitors can feed baby 
lambs by bottle in season at the small animal petting zoo. 
 
The Great Rock Alpaca Farm at 280 Hardwick Road is a small family-owned farm which breeds 
alpacas and sells fleece products. Children love to visit with the alpacas. 
 
The Ware River Rail Trail (WRRT) is an unpaved state-owned trail open for public use from 
Coldbrook to Baldwinville. An on-road detour is necessary through the village of Baldwinville, 
but the right-of-way is open for public use on an informal basis from the outskirts of 
Baldwinville to the outskirts of Winchendon, except where it is blocked by the Route 2 
embankment 0.9 miles north of Templeton. Two rights-of-way extend into New Hampshire from 
Winchendon, making this trail a key link in an extensive network of interstate trails.  The 
WRRT, as planned, will pass roughly 6 miles past the former Barre railroad stations in South 
Barre, Barre Depot, Coldbrook and Harwoods.  
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http://members.fortunecity.com/railtrails/MA/BW/index.htm.  In addition to the WRRT, the 
Massachusetts Central Rail Trail (MCRT) is projected from Coldbrook through South Barre and 
Barre Plains.  The Midstate Trail cuts through a small section of the Town of Barre.  Larger 
sections are found in the towns of Oakham and Rutland.  A more detailed description can be 
found below. 
 
Barre’s wealth of WMAs and trails create a destination for outdoor enthusiasts, while its agri-
tourism opportunities offer a different experience, however brief, to a lifestyle a more removed 
from today’s luxuries and technologies.  
 
Oakham 
The town is located in the watershed area of the Quabbin Reservoir and approximately 30% of 
the land is owned by the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR, 
formerly the Metropolitan District Commission (MDC)).    
 
Barre Falls Wildlife Management Area bleeds from Barre into the northern section of Oakham. 
The Oakham WMA consists of 742 acres in the Town of Oakham in the vicinity of Rutherford 
Road and Lincoln Road.  The WMA is closed to snowmobiling at all times. 
 
The Oakham State Forest is 674 acres concentrated in the southern section of town around 
Spencer, South, and Sanders Roads.  The Rutland State Forest, though mostly in Rutland, 
includes 130 acres in Oakham in the vicinity of Summer Street. 
 
The Ware River Reservation area includes 2,669 acres in the vicinity of Old Turnpike Road, and 
Coldbrook Road.  Like the Quabbin Reservoir Reservation, because of its role in relation to 
water supply, there are many restrictions on activities and uses within the reservation. 
 
Adams Pond, Lake Dean, Browning Pond and Muddy Pond are each accessible for fishing and 
small boats. Dean Falls is located on Crawford Road at Lake Dean. 
 
Oakham’s Wright Memorial Field is located on 3.8 acres on Ware Corner Road.  This is 
Oakham’s primary recreation area.  The Oakham Town Common, complete with its recently 
installed gazebo, is located on Coldbrook Road.  The Oakham Center Elementary School is 
located on Deacon Allen Drive near Coldbrook Road on 28.3 acres and has a ball field and 
playground.  The school is part of the Quabbin Regional School District. 
 
The Cistercian Abbey of Spencer owns 162 acres along Oakham’s southern border.  These lands 
are not open for public use. The Boy Scouts own 622 acres abutting the Oakham State Forest.  
These lands, though posted, are open to public use during non-camping seasons. 
 
Quail Hollow Golf Course is located on Old Turnpike Road and is a privately owned.  The 18-
hole Quail Hollow course at the Quail Hollow Country Club facility in Oakham, Massachusetts 
features 5,449 yards of golf from the longest tees for a par of 71.  The course rating is 67.6 and it 
has a slope rating of 116.  Designed by Philip Wogan, ASGCA, the Quail Hollow golf course 
opened in 1991.  According to one review “A great local value course. Quail Hollow has some 
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beautifully sculpted holes located in a very pretty part of Massachusetts.” The amenities at the 
club include a clubhouse as well as a bar and restaurant.  
 
Lake Dean Campground, 717 North Brookfield Road, includes boat launch areas for Lake Dean. 
Pine Acres Family Camping Resort, 203 Bechan Road, is also located on Lake Dean and 
includes boat launch areas.  Pine Acres offers year round camping. Set in beautiful surroundings, 
amidst restful New England towns, tents sites are located on and RV sites are available beneath 
towering pines. The Pine Acres Resort waterfront spans more than a mile of Lake Dean, a 70 
acre sparkling body of water for boating, swimming, fishing and water sports. Rustic cabins and 
other indoor lodging opportunities are also available.  http://pineacresresort.com/  
 
The Midstate Trail is a 95-mile hiking trail traversing Massachusetts from Rhode Island to New 
Hampshire.  It runs through Worcester County, 45 miles west of Boston. Although it is close to 
populated areas, it manages to wind through scenic and wild segments of the state, climbing 
gentle hills and mountains and encountering lakes, ponds, streams, meadows, and woods.  The 
Midstate Trail is highly accessible and for the most part the hiking is easy with occasional steep 
and rugged sections. It is well blazed with yellow triangles. The route, as with any long-distance 
trail, follows roads for some (usually short) segments. The trail is also used for snowshoeing, 
mountain biking, and cross-country skiing. Several primitive lean-to's and campsites are 
available along the route; however, camping is prohibited in most areas. The trail is maintained 
and managed by the Midstate Trail Committee under the guidance of the Worcester chapter of 
the Appalachian Mountain Club. http://www.midstatetrail.org/index.htm.  In addition, over one 
mile of the Central Massachusetts Rail Trail in Oakham near Route 122, just west of Old 
Turnpike Road, is passable for hiking and mountain biking or cross country skiing. 
 
While most of Oakham’s publicly accessible open space is located in the northern portion of 
Town in the Ware River Reservation, its bountiful ponds can add many water-related activities to 
the visitors itinerary.   
 
Rutland 
Most of Rutland’s open space and 
recreational opportunities reside in 
the western portion of town with a 
few exceptions including some 
town-owned conservation land, a 
wildlife management area in the 
north, and several scattered ponds. 
 
The Barre Falls Flood Control area 
is federally owned, located in the 
western border, and includes 156 
acres.  Barre Falls Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA) is 
located on the western border of 
Rutland and includes large sections 
of the area used as a prison camp. 
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The Thayer Pond WMA consists of 131 acres on Millbrook Street in Rutland.  The Savage Hill 
WMA consists of 875 acres on Bushy Lane in Rutland.  
 
Rutland State Park is a 300-acre recreation area with developed facilities for fresh water 
swimming, picnicking and boating. At Whitehall Pond, there is a swimming beach and adjacent 
picnic area.  The following activities are allowed:  non-motorized boating (canoeing), fishing, 
group day use, hiking, hunting (restrictions), mountain biking, picnicking, restrooms, scenic 
viewing area, skiing (cross-country), swimming, and walking trails. 
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/central/rtld.htm .  The Oakham State Forest bleeds into Rutland 
on its southwestern boundary.  
 
The Ware River Reservation area includes many acres in the vicinity of Intervale Road in the 
northwestern portion of Town. Like the Quabbin Reservoir Reservation, because of its role in 
relation to water supply, there are many restrictions on activities and uses within the reservation. 
 
The Rutland Conservation Commission land owns and allows access to a 20 acre parcel near 
Sumac Circle.   There are no formal trails maintained at this location. 
 
Rufus Putnam Park is an 18-acre parcel of land on Main Street west of the center of Rutland.  
The land is heavily wooded and includes a small pond.  Historically the pond has been used for 
swimming, skating and fishing.  Near the pond are 2 picnic tables. 
 
Long, Turkey Hill, and Demond Ponds are accessible for boating and fishing.  Whitehall Pond is 
appropriate for swimming and shore fishing.  Edson, Moulton, and Thayer ponds are accessible 
for fishing only.   
 
Central Tree Middle School and 
Naquag Elementary School, 
located at 281 and 285 Main Street 
are part of the Wachusett Regional 
School District.  The pair of 
schools has a gym for basketball, 
and fields for soccer, baseball and 
football. A skateboard park was 
built on land adjacent to the 
Naquag School, but has been 
demolished. 
 
Memorial Field on Pommogussett 
Road is a 10-acre parcel of land 
directly behind the Community 
Hall.  The facilities include 2 
baseball diamonds, soccer fields, a swimming pool and bath house, playground equipment, and a 
basketball court. 
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The Rutland Community Center is located on Glenwood Road.  The facility has a 3,000-square 
foot building with a cafeteria, gymnasium, classrooms and a playing field and is also used by the 
Rutland Council on Aging. 
 
Pout & Trout Family Campground is a commercial campground located at 94 River Road with 
38 sites, some with electrical hookups.  They offer free hayrides, bingo, bands, organized 
activities, and boat rentals.   
 
Treasure Valley Scout Reservation, including 510 acres near Browning Pond (only partially in 
Rutland), serves the needs of Boy Scout camping and nature programs. 
 
Devereux School on Miles Road is a non-profit organization providing services around the nation 
for persons with emotional, developmental & educational disabilities.  The Rutland campus 
includes 229 acres with limited public access.  Its facilities include a baseball diamond and other 
playing fields. 
 
The Bedrock Golf Club is a challenging 9-hole golf course and pro shop open to the public.  It 
has been serving golfers for 16 years, providing an exceptionally scenic golf course carving a 
path through the woods of Rutland. There are many amenities available, including practice 
green, motorized carts, pull carts, a fully stocked pro shop, and a full service bar.  The beautifully 
wooded 9-hole course at Bedrock Golf Club weaves through the trees for 3,463 yards of golf 
from the longest tees. The par-36 course was designed by Bill Greene and Joe Carr and opened 
May 23, 1992.  www.bedrockgc.com  
 
The Midstate Trail, described in more detail above, passes through Rutland from East Hill Road 
through the Rutland State Park, past Long Pond and then in close proximity to the western 
border through the Ware River Reservation to where it enters Oakham. The Midstate Trail passes 
Sampson’s Pebble, a giant glacial erratic at Treasure Valley. 

Wachusett Greenways is building 
the central 30 miles of the 
Massachusetts Central Rail Trail 
(MCRT) through Sterling, West 
Boylston, Holden, Rutland, and 
Oakham.  The trail may be used 
depending on its level of 
completion and pavement 
conditions for hiking, mountain 
biking, cross-country skiing.  Each 
town has committed to maintaining 
the rail trail with mowing and trail 
bed and drainage repair and 
maintenance which requires 
machinery. Wachusett Greenways 
trail team volunteers do 
maintenance including tree and 
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brush removal, litter patrol, drainage care, entry landscaping and signage. Trail patrollers also 
adopt trail sections completing some maintenance, greeting trail users and informing Greenways 
of larger maintenance issues.  11 miles of the trail have been completed.  In Rutland this includes 
from Wachusett Street south to the Holden line (1.2 mile), Glenwood Road to Route 56 (1.6 
miles), Route 56 to the Route 122 crossing in Oakham (5 
miles).http://www.wachusettgreenways.org/  

Paxton 
The highlight of Paxton’s Open Space and Recreational opportunities is the nationally 
recognized Moore State Park.  The array of other areas and activities however certainly provides 
and adequate complement. 
  
Moose Hill Wildlife Management Area (WMA) consists of 632 acres in the towns of Paxton 
Spencer and Leicester. In Paxton, it is about 180 acres on 8 parcels principally located near 
Marshall Street in the southwestern corner.   
 

The best-known and most widely 
used scenic landscape in Paxton is 
Moore State Park. This park 
combines interesting historical 
features, extensive plantings of 
numerous varieties of 
rhododendrons and azaleas, and a 
pleasing natural landscape. Eames 
Pond, most of which occurs in the 
park, is the only large body of 
water in Paxton with public access. 
While unsuited for motorboats, it 
can be used by canoeists and 
provides an attractive vista from 
several viewing locations. Moore 
State Park on Sawmill Road is a 
727-acre retreat with walking trails 
and thousands of blooming 
rhododendrons and azaleas. Moore 
State Park, was the site of grist and 
saw mills from 1747 through the 
early part of this century. It then 
became a private estate. What 
remains today is the best of both 
mills and estates - stone mill 
foundations, a restored sawmill, 
and mountains of glorious 

rhododendrons, azaleas and mountain laurel. The flowers cascade down hills, line wooded paths 
and decorate waterfalls. 
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The power of falling water was early New England's primary energy source. Turkey Hill Brook, 
dropping 90 feet in less than a quarter mile, was a good mill site, and as many as five separate 
mills may have been built here. The remnants of the mill village at Moore give a glimpse of the 
old rural manufacturing economy which was displaced by the industrial developments of the 
nineteenth century. The following activities are allowed: canoeing, fishing, hiking, historic site, 
hunting (restrictions), interpretive program, scenic viewing area, skiing (cross-country), walking 
trails. http://www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/central/more.htm  

Charles Boynton deeded Boynton Park to the city of Worcester in 1898 for use as a public park 
for the citizens of Paxton and Worcester. The property consists of approximately 114 acres (85 in 
Paxton, 29 in Worcester), located at the Paxton-Worcester line on Mower Street. The City of 
Worcester maintains the Park, which contains such features as woodlands, trails, ball fields and 
some hiking. Picnicking is allowed but not with open fires, or cookouts. The existing hiking 
trails could be connected to a town-wide trail system. The Park is marked as a point of interest 
on the Wachusett Greenways Guide. 
 
The Anna Maria College Fuller Activities Center houses a fully equipped fitness facility for 
aerobics and weight training. The exercise equipment includes treadmills, exercycles, and stair 
climbers, along with free weights and a complete universal machine. It also houses the athletic 
offices and a basketball court on which men's and women's basketball games are played. The 
Fuller Center is also where women's volleyball matches are held. Additionally, the College has 
outdoor fields for soccer, field hockey, baseball, and softball. 
http://www.annamaria.edu/athletics/athleticsfacilities/ 
 
Becker College has significantly upgraded its facilities at the Equestrian Center to include an 
indoor riding arena, an outdoor riding arena, a 70 foot diameter training pen, and 40 acres of 
wood-fenced turnout. http://www.becker.edu/pages/108.asp?item=788  
  
Paxton Center School on West Street is a part of the Wachusett Regional School District.  The 
campus has a playground, a pond, a tennis court, multi-use playing fields, a little league baseball 
field, and a basketball court.  In addition the Grove Street Sports complex includes soccer and 
baseball fields.   
 
The Paxton Town Common is located at the intersection of Pleasant and West Streets and 
Richards Avenue.  A farmer’s market is held there during the summer growing and fall 
harvesting seasons. 

Kettle Brook Golf Course, 136 Marshall Street, is an 18-hole golf course.  The golf course is 
built on 213 acres of land with a large portion of it surrounded by the Kettle Brook Reservoir 
owned by the City of Worcester. The course went through the local, state and federal permitting 
process and construction began in 1997 under the direction of renowned architect Brian Silva. 
The course opened in 2000.  The land the course sits on is the former Juniper Mist Farm, which 
was owned by the Ahearn family from its inception in 1866 to its sale to a trust in 1986.  The 
farm had apple trees before transforming into a thriving dairy business. Today the course is 
ranked number 13 on the 50 best places in Massachusetts.  Kettle Brook is a stunning golf course 
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with bent grass fairways, tees, fast greens, marshes, trees and rolling terrain. It is a great golf 
experience. http://www.kettlebrookgolfclub.com  

The Forbush Bird Club property (also known as the W. Elmer Ekblaw Nature Sanctuary) is an 
11-acre property located on Davis Hill Road. The club uses the property for active bird watching. 
http://massbird.org/Forbush/about.htm  
 
Smith Conservation Land, owned by the Town, consists of 41 acres with trails and is located 
adjacent to the town’s playground with access to the sports facilities.  The Clarkson 
Conservation Land owned by the town consists of 30 acres.  A trail starts at top of Asnebumskit 
Hill.  The Crowningshield Conservation Land is 7 acres and remains in its natural wooded state 
with no amenities or improvements.  The Varnum property, privately owned in the Marshall 
Street and South Street area, contains wetlands and a stream. The property is a good spot for bird 
watching. No trails have been developed, however. 
 
Treasure Valley Scout Reservation/Boy Scouts of America, located off Rockland Road is over 
1,600 acres in size (shared by Paxton and Rutland), and has been in continuous operation since 
1926. The portion of the property in Paxton covers some 88 acres in the far western extension of 
Town. The Reservation has buildings that are used during the summer resident camp, and it has 
many backwoods campsites.  The Reservation has a waterfront on Browning Pond, and owns 90 
percent of the mostly undeveloped shoreline. Over 1,400 acres of the land remains undeveloped 
woodland. The Mid-State Trail passes through the Reservation on its west side. Both Scouting 
and non-Scouting groups can utilize most of the Reservation property over the entire school year 
for reasonable usage fees. The Reservation is accessible for hikes and nature walks after check-in 
with the camp Ranger. Access for outings and picnics are offered for a nominal fee. The wooded 
and open fields also provide a buffer at the town line and contribute to the open character of that 
end of town. The Reservation is marked as a point of interest on the Wachusett Greenways 
Guide. 
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CHAPTER 6 - SCENIC VIEWS AND UNIQUE NATURAL FEATURES 
 
Public forums were facilitated to solicit community suggestions regarding their thoughts on what 
is scenic and unique in their towns and along the Route 122.  The scenic resources map displays 
those suggestions along the byway – many farms, hills, shorelines, cemeteries, rivers, and 
historic buildings and town centers.  For the purpose of this report, however, we have included 
all the public suggestions and divided into “On and near Route 122” and “Elsewhere in town.”  
Additionally, several pullout sites are indicated on the Scenic Resources Map.  These areas are 
typically wider spots off the shoulder of the road and do not necessarily offer scenic views.  
Many of the suggested resources overlap with features indicated in the earlier chapter on 
Archeological, Cultural, And Historic Resources and/or the chapter on Natural, Open Space and 
Recreation Resources. 
 
Petersham 
 
On or near Route 122 

1. From Conner Pond Scenic Vista (SV), scenic views of the pond, Lorring Hill and the 
Harvard Forest Property can be seen.   

2. There are scenic views of the East Branch of the Swift River from Glen Valley Road, just 
off of Route 122.  

3. Quaker Drive Scenic Vista, just northeast of Route 122, offers scenic vistas of Chimney 
Hill and the surrounding area in eastern Petersham.   

4. Harvard Pond SV located right on Route 122 is a scenic view of pond and surrounding 
landscape.   

5. Federated Women’s Club State Forest has numerous scenic forest areas and the views of 
the West Branch of Fever Brook. 

6. Petersham Town Common is a scenic traditional New England town common and one of 
only 2 actually on Route 122.  The other is in Paxton. 

 
Elsewhere in Town 
From its many views of the Quabbin Reservoir, scenic hills, ponds, rivers to its traditional New 
England town common, a visitor has much to see while traversing Petersham.  Many of 
Petersham’s scenic vistas are directed over the Quabbin Reservoir.  Along the eastern shore, at 
the site known as Grave’s Landing, is a scenic view of the Quabbin Reservoir.   Likewise from 
the East Branch of Fever Brook is another scenic view of the Quabbin Reservoir as well as 
Rattlesnake Hill.  And from atop Soapstone Hill in the western section of Petersham one can also 
take in many scenic views of the Quabbin Reservoir.   
 
From the former Dana Center located off of Hardwick Road is a scenic view of Pottapaug Pond.  
There are scenic views of the East Branch of the Swift River from Past Gate 40 and located on 
East Street.  From North Main Street Scenic Vista is view of Mount Wachusett to the east.  
 
As one would suspect, the many forests, and wildlife management areas provide glimpses of 
beautiful stands of hardwoods and conifers, geologic features, and rolling hills.  Harvard Forest 
off of Route 32 provides a scenic forest area and worldwide environmental research center.  The 
Gorge is a unique geological feature and picnic area within the Federated Women’s Club State 
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Forest most easily accessed from the Monson Turnpike. Brook’s Wildlife Sanctuary, wildlife 
area on Trustees of Reservations property is worth the time and effort to explore. 
 
Barre 
 
On or near Route 122 

1. Cooks Canyon and Rockingstone Park and Cradle Rock host unique geological features 
created by the either the flow of water (canyon) or ice (glacial boulders).  

2. Also within a short distance of Route 122, the Pleasant Street topography offers scenic 
views of Mount Wachusett and Allen Hill.  Also, near Pleasant Street is the second 
highest elevation east of the Connecticut River.  

3. Since many farms are on several acres of rolling hills, you can often see expansive vistas 
off in the distance.  From the Carter Stevens Farm Stand you can also take in views of 
Mount Wachusett to the east. 

4. The Barre Town Common is a scenic traditional New England town common, complete 
with quaint colonial homes, businesses, shade trees, green open spaces.  

5. From Powder Mill Pond one can reminisce in the vicinity of the former White Valley 
village.   

6. The Stone Building and Dam on the Ware River owned by the DCR (former 
Metropolitan District Commission (MDC)) demonstrate the value of the Towns resources 
to the State’s water supply.  

 
Elsewhere in Town 
From the abandoned Railroad Overpass one can take in the typical view along the former 
Massachusetts Central Mass Railroad.  From the Barre Falls Dam, there are scenic vistas, part of 
the Barre Falls Dam Recreation Area. 
 
Many vistas include farm scenery, many complete with farm animals, fields, buildings, and 
businesses.  Farms providing scenic vistas include the Robinson Farm, the Stelmokas Farm (a 
scenic view of Ridge Hill), and the Brodmerkle Farm (a scenic view of the Ware River).   
 
If you ascend one of the several hills in Barre including Harding Hill or Mount Pleasant, you can 
enjoy the valleys and landscapes below.  A backwoods cross country ski trip or hike would also 
reward the active traveler with scenic view of the East Branch of the Ware River and 
surrounding landscape.   
 
Glimpses of days gone by can be seen at Holland’s Mill Site, or at the Riverside Cemetery near 
the Ware River.  Similarly from the banks of the Ware River, near Route 122 imagine the lost 
village of Coldbrook Springs 
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The Burnshirt River Scenic Vista provides picturesque vista of the river and surrounding area.  
Harty’s Cross is a special man-made feature as discussed earlier that can be seen and appreciated 
best from the air. 
 
Oakham 
 
On or near Route 122  

1. Dike #2 in Blood’s Swamp 
is in the lost village of 
Coldbrook Springs in the 
northeastern section of 
Oakham. 

2. The Muddy Pond, easily 
visible from Route 122 near 
the eastern border of 
Oakham, is a scenic area 
near an old railroad right-
of-way.   

 
Elsewhere in Town 
According to participants at a public forum, the site of former Coldbrook Springs village is 
indicated with a historic marker on Old Turnpike Road.  Prospect Hill near the center of Oakham 
also provides a scenic vista.  The Hank Stone Farm on Stone Road is a historic farm with scenic 
views. 
 
Off of Robinson Road near the border with North Brookfield and Spencer, on the shoreline are 
picturesque views of Brooks Pond. Likewise Browning’s Pond shoreline off of Browning Pond 
Road provides picturesque views of the pond itself and the landscape in the background. 
 
Sampson’s Pebble, a glacial erratic can be accessed from Flint Road.  The Crocker Nye Spring 
was indicated by a participant at a public forum but no further information was discovered 
regarding it. 
 
Rutland 
 
On or near Route 122 

1. The scenic Muddy Pond and surrounding rural area is easily seen from Route 122 near 
the Oakham border.   

2. Similarly the picturesque Long Pond SV and surrounding rural area are likely visible by 
drivers from their automobiles while driving the Scenic Byway.   

3. Only a short distance from there is Whitehall Pond Beach and Recreation Area in Rutland 
State Park.   

4. While visiting the Finnish Heritage Club, Demond Pond and areas south can be enjoyed. 
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Elsewhere in Town 
The Rutland Heights Hospital property, a former state hospital, sits on a small hill near the center 
of town with scenic views.   
 
The Old Rutland Cemetery, a historic cemetery near the center of Rutland, has scenic views of 
Rice Hill, Pound Hill and Mount Wachusett to the north and east. Likewise at the historic Rural 
Cemetery scenic views of Pound Hill are available and historic Goose Hill Cemetery has views 
of the Ware River, Longmeadow Brook and Goose Hill. 
 
The former Prison Camp Site within Rutland’s portion of the Barre Falls Dam recreation area 
has with scenic views of meadows and Longmeadow Brook 
 
From the Alta Vista Buffalo Farm on Hillside Road in the southeast corner of town one can take 
in scenic view of Sargent Hill and Pine Hill Reservoir. The Heifer Project International, also 
known as the Overlook Farm, is a worldwide farming education project with several acres of 
agricultural fields. From Muschopauge Road one can take in scenic views of rolling farmland 
and Muschopauge Pond. 
 
Davis Hill in the northeastern portion of town off of East County Road has nice scenic vistas.   
 
Central Mass Rail Trail is located on an old railroad right-of-way with scenic views of the 
surrounding landscape. 
 
Paxton 
  
On or near Route 122 

1. Turkey Hill Brook passes under Route 122 through a dramatic stand of swamp maple 
trees. 

2. Urbanovich Farm has a stone barn and scenic view of a pastoral agricultural landscape 
from Route 122.   

3. Paxton Congregational Church is a historic colonial era church in town center.Paxton 
Town Common and Cemetery demonstrate a traditional scenic New England town 
common with its adjacent historic cemetery.   

4. Part of Paxton’s Local Historic District is the “100-Foot Flag Pole” On Town Common – 
once of the tallest flag poles in Massachusetts (though recently shortened by 10 feet).  A 
flag could once be seen above the trees from a great distance.   

5. The Smith Property, 36 acres of town-owned conservation land in Town Center, has 
hiking trails around Illig’s Pond. 

6. Route 122 passes near Worcester Watershed’s Kettle Brook Reservoirs providing 
impressive views of pine tree stands and the watershed land itself.   

7. Within a mile of Route 122, Asnebumskit Hill, the highest elevation in the town, 
provides a good point from which to view the landscape to the southeast. The top of the 
hill has, however, been extensively altered and is home to several communications 
towers.   
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8. Greater Worcester Land Trust Property has hiking trails with scenic views of Southwick 
Pond and Eddy Hill.  

9. From the shoreline of Southwick Pond, there are scenic views of the pond and 
surrounding landscape.   

10. Boynton Park Recreation Area has trails for hiking and wildlife appreciation very close to 
Route 122.  The Cascades Waterfalls located here extend into Worcester.  

11. Pleasant Street (Route 122) has scenic views of an open field and forest overlooking 
Southwick Pond. 

 
Elsewhere in Town 
Treasure Valley Boy Scout Camp located in the northeastern section of Paxton is home to acres 
of natural resources and open space. 
 
Moore State Park Department of Conservation and Recreation facility with scenic views of 
Eames Pond and Turkey Hill Brook, ninety four feet of waterfalls and cascades and the largest 
collection of rhododendrons in a New England Park and also contains historic structures and 
offers passive recreation. 
 
Good views of the surrounding landscape can also be had from open ground on other hills, most 
of which are associated with current or former farms. These locations include Fox Hill along 
Davis Hill Road northeast of Route 122, an unnamed hill in Moore State Park along Davis Hill 
Road near West Street, another unnamed hill near the intersection of Nanigian Road and 
Rockland Street, and high pastures on the Cournoyer Farm east of Richards Avenue. 
 
The Cournoyer Farm and the Cheney Farm on Grove Street, and the Morrow Farm on Rockland 
Road, all provide picturesque open fields, adding an element of rural character to Paxton. The 
Cournoyer Farm is the only active farm in Paxton. It grows vegetables, and sells fresh fruit and 
vegetable on the grounds. The rest of the agricultural land is mostly used for haying, with some 
portions reserved for family vegetables. 
 



Chapter  7 

Transportation  
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CHAPTER 7 - TRANSPORTATION RESOURCES 
 
Introduction 
This Transportation Resources Chapter contains an inventory of transportation-related 
infrastructure and facilities along the Lost Villages Scenic Byway. The Byway winds its way 
through five rural communities in western Worcester County: Petersham, Barre, Rutland, 
Oakham, and Paxton, for a total approximate distance of 29 miles. Data was collected on road, 
bridge, bicycle, pedestrian, and railway facilities from a variety of sources including the 
Massachusetts Highway Department (MHD), the Central Massachusetts Regional Planning 
Commission (CMRPC) (for Barre, Oakham, Rutland, and Paxton), and the Montachusett 
Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) (for certain data from Petersham).  
 
The primary purposes of this chapter were to assess the condition and efficiency of the existing 
transportation facilities and to identify areas in need of improvement for safety, aesthetics or 
traffic flow reasons. To this end, CMRPC collected and analyzed data relating to the 
characteristics and dimensions of the roadway, which included travel lane and shoulder widths, 
pavement condition, locations of sidewalks, traffic volumes, levels of service at select locations, 
and high crash areas.  

Recommendations that will serve to maintain and/or enhance the safety and effectiveness of this 
transportation corridor, while retaining its scenic and rural character, are included in the Scenic 
Byway Goals Chapter  

History of the Road Development 
As early as the colonial period (1675-1775), this corridor was an important northwest connector 
from the City of Worcester to the northwest county highland towns of Paxton and Rutland. It 
originally followed what is now Route 56 through Leicester and Paxton (Reservoir Road, 
Pleasant Street, and Richards Street). Between 1775 and 1830, a more direct route from 
Worcester to Paxton was established on Mower Street in the southeast tip of Paxton, which 
joined Pleasant Street a bit further northwest into Paxton. There were no substantial changes to 
this part of the corridor until the 1930s, when what was seen as the most direct route from 
Worcester to Rutland was improved and upgraded to today’s Route 122.  County Road in 
Oakham was established in the mid 19th century and then it was improved as part of Route 122 in 
the 1920s or 1930s. By 1930, Summer Street was being used as a connector between Oakham 
and Barre Center. In 1837 a new stage road was built to connect the centers of Barre and 
Petersham, and by the late 1930s Route 122 was built in its current configuration, bypassing 
Petersham Center and stretching northwest to the Town of New Salem. 20 

                                                 
20 1984 Reconnaissance Town Reports (Massachusetts Historical Commission) 
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Inventory of the Road Characteristics and Conditions 
The study area for the Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan extends approximately 29 miles 
starting at the New Salem/Petersham Town Line on Route 122, and running southeast along 
Route 122 through the Towns of Petersham (7.6 miles), Barre (8.3 miles), Oakham (2.9 miles), 
Rutland (4.8 miles) and Paxton (5.4 miles), ending at the Paxton/Worcester City Line.  The 
Byway passes through two town centers (Barre and Paxton), however most of the land use along 
the corridor is rural in nature, except for two densely developed areas – a section (approximately 
0.8 miles) that runs through Barre Center and a 3.2-mile-segment from Paxton Center to the 
Worcester City line, where residential development is suburban-like in its density. 
 
The study area is free of traffic congestion except for the most southerly 3.2-mile segment that 
runs between Paxton Center (where Route 31 converges with Routes 122 and 56) and the 
Worcester city line. There are no constraints to traffic flow northwest from Paxton Center along 
the rest of the Byway, except for the segment that passes through the Barre Center/Town 
Common area. The only traffic lights along the 29-mile stretch are one full set at Paxton Center 
and three sets of blinking lights northwest of this point, (two in Rutland and one in Petersham). 
The entire Byway is owned and maintained by the Massachusetts Highway Department (MHD), 
except for a very small section (78 feet) in Barre Center. Table T-1 below shows the street names 
along the entire Byway.   

Table 7-1 - Street names of the Byway 
 

Town Route No. Street Name Location 
Petersham 122 New Salem 

Road 
New Salem town line to intersection with Route 
32 

Petersham 122/32 Barre Road Route 32 intersection to Barre town line 
Barre  122/32 West Street  Petersham town line to Barre Center (at  

intersection with Route 62)  
Barre 122/32 Summer Street Barre center to split of Routes 32 and Route 122  
Barre 122 Worcester Road Split of Routes 32 and 122 to Oakham town line 
Oakham 122 Worcester Road Barre town line to Rutland town line 
Rutland 122 Barre-Paxton 

Road  
Rutland town line to Paxton town line 

Paxton  122 Pleasant Street Rutland town line to Worcester city line 
(Tatnuck Square) 
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Major intersections located along the byway are shown in Table 7-2 below. 

Table 7-2 - Major Intersections   
 

Town Intersecting Street Name 
Petersham Route 32A/Hardwick Road 
Petersham Route 32/South Main Street 
Barre  Route 62//Mechanic Street/Pleasant 

Street/School Street/ South Street (Barre 
Center)  

Barre Split of Route 122 & 32  South Barre Road 
Oakham Old Turnpike Road 
Oakham  Route 148 ( North Brookfield Road) 
Rutland Route 122A (County Street) 
Rutland Pleasantdale Road 
Paxton  Routes 31 & 56 (Route 56 joins Route 

122)  
Paxton Route 56 (Reservoir Road) 

 

Functional Classification 
 
The Byway is classified as an “urban principal arterial” through most of Paxton (the 
southeastern-most community), and as a “rural minor arterial” along the rest of it. 
 
According to transportation engineering practices, roads are “functionally classified” in terms of 
the service they provide (primarily based on access and mobility) within a regional network. This 
categorization was mandated under the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
(ISTEA) of 1991 and it is primarily used to define design standards for roadways and determine 
eligibility for federal-aid funding. Functional classification has a hierarchy starting at the top 
with interstates, then arterials, collectors and finally, local roads. Within those hierarchies the 
classifications are further categorized as principal, major or minor, and rural or urban.  Arterials 
are generally roadways that connect the major centers of activity and serve as the highest traffic 
volume corridors. U.S. Census Block Groups with population totals of between 5,000 and 50,000 
are defined as urban clusters, and the roadways running through or adjacent to them are 
classified as urban. 21  
 
The significance between an urban or rural functional classification for the Lost Villages Byway 
is minimal given the Massachusetts Highway Department’s emphasis on context sensitive design 
instead of rigid adherence to strict design standards. The whole length of the Byway is eligible to 
receive federal-aid transportation funds through the Transportation Improvement Program for 
improvement and maintenance activities. 

                                                 
21 FRCOG Mohawk Trail East Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan 
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Roadway Characteristics 
As shown in Table 7-3, the Byway is consistently two 2 lanes wide (one lane in each direction), 
except for an occasional passing or climbing lane. There are no delineated parking spaces along 
the Byway; however there are some places where parking is allowed. The width of the road is 24 
feet along almost the entire 29 miles of the Byway, except for a 1.3-mile stretch through Barre 
Center that varies from 23 feet to 34 feet wide, and a 0.3 mile stretch in Rutland near the Rutland 
State Park that is divided and is 25 feet wide.  

The Byway travels past four State Forests or Parks, across a large recreational pond in Rutland, 
and is adjacent to several other picturesque beaver ponds located in Barre and Petersham. It runs 
parallel to the Ware River in southeastern Barre, and passes through two traditional New 
England-style town centers (described in detail below), where the only existing sidewalks are 
located. 

In Barre Center the Byway bisects the Town Common and a total of five roadways converge in 
a confusing “pinwheel” formation. Routes 122, 32 and 62 all converge in Barre Center without 
any type of traffic lights. A number of key roadways also frame and/or traverse the Common 
area, including James Street, Broad Street, Park Street, Common Street and South Street. Several 
businesses (small restaurants, gas stations and banks) are located along both sides of the 
Common, interspersed with churches, historical homes and other historical buildings. Sidewalks 
are located in Barre Center starting just northwest of the Center, and running 1.66 miles 
southeast.  

Roadway and intersection improvements have been planned for many years for the Barre Town 
Center where Routes 122, 32 and 62 converge. The project focuses on intersection redesign of 
the five intersections where town roads meet Route 122/32, and the piece of Route 62 that ends 
at the Common.  The project also reconstructs the immediate approaches to Summer Street 
(Routes 122 & 32), approximately 50-100 feet, at James Street, South Street, Common Street, 
and Park Street. The primary focus is to improve traffic and pedestrian access and safety in and 
around the project area.  Improvements include roadway reclamation and resurfacing, curbing 
and edging installations, sidewalk and wheelchair ramp construction, sight distance 
improvements, buffer island construction, signing and pavement marking installation, and other 
associated work.22  The project is at the 25% design stage and is programmed on the current 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for Federal Fiscal Year (FY) 2010.   
 
An additional improvement scheduled for the Byway in Barre is the repaving of a 3.8 mile-
stretch that begins at the Town Common and ends at the Petersham Town Line. This is 
programmed on the TIP for Federal FY 2009 and is expected to be completed in the Summer of 
2009. 
 
The southern-most stretch of the Byway, from the Paxton Center to the Worcester City Line is 
3.2 miles long and it carries the most traffic of any part of the Byway. Routes 31, 122 and 56 
converge in Paxton Center, and traffic volumes moving northwestward diverge fairly equally 
onto these 3 roads. Paxton Center consists of a triangular-shaped common on the east side of the 
                                                 
22 MassHighway Department District 2 
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Byway, and a handful of small businesses on the west side. A sidewalk is located on the west 
side that continues southeasterly from the center for almost a half mile. 
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Table 7-3 - Summary of Road Layout Details 

 

   
Total 

Segment
Total 

Travel  
Total 

Shoulder
Rdway 

right of way  
  Length Width Width Width  
Town Start End (miles) (ft.) (ft.) (ft.) Comments 
Paxton Worcester City Line Route 56 2.0 24 4 45   
 Route 56 Grove St 0.4 24 4 45   
 Grove St Crowning Shield Dr 0.3 24 4 45   
 Crowning Shield Dr West Street/Common St 0.6 24 4 45 Signal @ Paxton Ctr 
 West St/Common St Brigham Rd 1.6 24 4 60   
 Brigham Rd Rutland Town Line 0.5 24 4 60   
Rutland Rutland Town Line Irish Ln 1.4 24 8 50   
 Irish Ln Pleasantdale Rd 0.7 24 8 50   

 Pleasantdale Rd Rutland State Park Rd 1.4 24 to 25 6 to 13 50 
Divided Highway @ Rte 
122A 

  Rutland State Park Rd Oakham Town Line 0.9 24 12 50   

Oakham Oakham Town Line 
No.Brookfld Rd (Rte 
148) 0.2 24 3 60   

 
No.Brookfld Rd (Rte 
148) Old Turnpike Rd 0.4 24 3 60   

 Old Turnpike Rd Poverty Square Rd 1.6 24 3 60   
 Poverty Square Rd Coldbrook Rd 0.4 24 3 60   
 Coldbrook Rd Barre Town Line 0.3 24 3 60   
Barre Barre Town Line Vernon Ave 1.5 24 3 60   
 Vernon Ave Valley Rd 1.7 24 3 60   
 Valley Rd Summer St 0.1 25 4 40   
 Summer St Exchange St 1.0 25 to 28 2 to 4 40 Barre Common 
 Exchange St South St 0.1 28 2 40   
Barre, 
continued South St School St North 0.1 34 0 60   
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Table 7-3 - Summary of Road Layout Details 
 

   
Total 

Segment
Total 

Travel  
Total 

Shoulder
Rdway 

right of way  
  Length Width Width Width  
Town Start End (miles) (ft.) (ft.) (ft.) Comments 
 School St North Pleasant St/West St 0.1 23 4 40   
  Pleasant St/West St Petersham Town Line 3.7 24 10 50 to 60   
Petersham Petersham Town Line Pat Connor Rd 1.2 24 2 70   
 Pat Connor Rd  South St 1.1 24 2 70   
 South St South Main St 1.0 24 2 70   
 South Main St Route 32A 0.5 24 8 70   
 Route 32A West St 0.3 24 8 70   
 West St New Athol Rd 2.2 24 8 70   
  New Athol Rd New Salem Town Line 1.3 24 8 70   

Source: Massachusetts Highway Department Road Inventory Files
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Bridge Inventory 
 
The MassHighway Department (MHD) regularly collects data on the conditions of bridges 
across the State in various structural categories including: bridge deck, superstructures (the 
physical condition of the bridge), substructures (condition of the piers, abutments, piles, girders, 
footings, or other components), retaining walls, deck geometry, and roadway approach 
alignment. The resulting inventory is used to calculate a condition rating, which is then used to   
classify the overall condition of the bridges. Bridges that are classified as structurally deficient or 
functionally obsolete are eligible for the Highway Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation 
Program funded by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). 

Below in Table 7-4 is a list of the four bridges (structures greater than 20 feet in length) that are 
located along the Lost Villages Scenic Byway (all are MHD-maintained). The bridge over the 
Prince River in Barre and the one over the Swift River in Petersham have been deemed as 
structurally deficient and have been selected to be part of Governor Patrick’s $8 billion 
Accelerated Bridge Program. The Prince River Bridge is scheduled for repair work that will be 
completed between the Summer of 2010 and Spring of 2011. The concrete bridge railing on the 
north side of this structure has a definitive lean and has the potential to collapse.  As a 
precaution, MassHighway has placed a Jersey barrier on the roadway surface parallel to the 
leaning railing, which will remain until the repairs have been completed. The Swift River Bridge 
is scheduled for repairs that should be completed by the Spring of 2010. 

Table 7-4 - Bridge Listing  
 

Town Waterbody Name Year Built
Year 

Rebuilt AASHTO Rating Deficiency*
Oakham Parker Pond Brook 1938  79.4 SD 
Barre Ware River 1954  73.5  
Barre Prince River 1938  94.4  
Petersham Swift River 1937 1940 72.0 SD 

*SD = Structurally Deficient 

Numerous roadway drainage structures also exist along the Byway, including many culverts, 
some with defined bridge railings, but all less than 20 feet in length (which is why they are not 
defined as bridges). Major culverts exist at Eames Pond in Paxton, Long Pond in Rutland, the 
former village area in Oakham, as well as in Petersham, adjacent to the Quabbin Reservoir 
property. 

Roadside Features: Curbing, Guardrails, Retaining Walls & Signs 
 
Curbs 
There are curbs along large sections of the Byway and, except for short granite sections located 
in the centers of Barre and Paxton, all of the curbing is asphalt.  
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Guardrails 
Sections of standard galvanized steel guardrail exist along many places of the Byway. Though 
most of the Byway’s guardrail is older and has a duller finish, when it is new galvanized steel it 
has a shiny, bright finish. Weathering steel, best known by its trademark name Cor-Ten steel, is a 
good alternative for use on guardrails (or sign and light poles) in rural areas because it has a dull 
rusted-looking patina that blends in with natural settings better. Guard rails made of this material 
are about the same price as those made of galvanized steel. An example of Cor-Ten guardrails in 
this region can be seen on Mountain Road in Princeton and Route 32A in Hardwick. Steel-back 
timber guardrails are another alternative. However they cost much more and their use is usually 
reserved for roadways in national parks. 

Pavement Condition and Pavement Management Analysis 
 
Pavement distress data is collected annually in Central Massachusetts communities on a rotating 
basis. A visual survey is performed from within a vehicle and technicians record the distress 
information observed on a pavement survey form. A “rideability” score is given based on the 
overall comfort of the segment traveled, and a “drainage” score is given based upon the presence 
of drainage infrastructure and the flow of water and debris off of and away from the roadway. 
The roadway width and segment length are recorded. The various scores, along with the total 
area of each segment, are combined and the Overall Condition Rating Index (OCI) is calculated 
using a standardized computer program. Table 7-5 below shows how OCI rating translates to a 
description of the pavement condition and the recommended actions.  

Table 7-5 - Overall Pavement Condition Index  
 

OCI Range 
 

Pavement Condition 
 

Recommended Action 
 

0-24 Worst Base Rehabilitation – Full Depth Reconstruction 
25-47 Poor Structural Improvement – Thick Overlay 
48-67 Fair Preventative Maintenance – Thin Overlay or Surface Treatment 

68 – 87 Good Routine Maintenance – Crack Seal and/or Skin Patch 
88-100 Excellent Do nothing at this time 

 
The map shown in Figure T-1 illustrates the pavement condition for the entire stretch of the 
Byway. As shown, the pavement is in fair condition all through Petersham and through the 
northwest half of Barre to the Barre Town Center/Common. The segment that starts just after 
(southeast of) Barre Town Center and ends at the Oakham Town Line is in excellent condition. 
Oakham, Rutland and Paxton each have small sections in good condition, though most of 
Oakham, half of Rutland and a section in Paxton Center are in poor condition. Overall, the 
pavement condition along the Byway is in fair condition.  

As shown in Table 7-5, preventative maintenance involving a thin overlay or surface treatment is 
recommended for road surfaces in fair condition. Routine maintenance is recommended for 
pavement in good condition, however pavement in poor condition needs structural improvement, 
usually involving a thick overlay.  A resurfacing project (which involves a thin overlay or 
surface treatment) is scheduled for the 3.8 miles of the Byway from the Barre Town Common 
northwest to the Petersham Town Line. 
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Figure T-1 
Lost Villages Scenic Byway  

Pavement Condition 
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Roadway Operations 
 
Traffic Volumes & Level of Service Analysis 
 
Traffic Volumes 
Estimated daily traffic volumes generated by the Regional Travel Demand Forecast Model are 
shown in Table 7-6 for segments along the entire Byway for 2006 and 2030. The model has 
been calibrated based on actual volumes observed along the roadway at select locations, which 
allows for the estimation of volumes at a greater number of roadway links.  According to the 
model, volumes along Route 122 in each of the Byway communities has grown in the vicinity 
of 1% annually in recent years and this growth rate is not expected to change through to the 
Year 2030. In light of current economic conditions, this projection is probably high. 

Level of Service (LOS) Analysis 
In order to provide an assessment of how the Byway’s traffic volumes relates to its capacity, a 
Level-of-Service (LOS) analysis is shown in Table 7-7. The locations and 2006 estimated 
volumes in Table 7-6 were used to calculate these Level of Service calculations. Established 
procedures from The Highway Capacity Manual were used in this analysis, as was 
corresponding software to assess the roadway’s operations. In the analysis procedure, free-flow 
roadway segment travel conditions are adjusted based on prevailing roadway geometry, traffic 
volumes, and vehicle mix. Resulting free-flow speeds and vehicle densities (cars per mile per 
lane) indicate the LOS that applies to a particular roadway segment. Although speed is a major 
factor, freedom to maneuver and proximity to other vehicles affect the quality and safety of 
highway travel and are figured in to the LOS calculation. LOS is based on a scale of “A” 
through “F”, with “A” the best and “F” the worst. The following general definitions from the 
Highway Capacity Manual apply: 
 
LOS A – Describes the highest quality of service, when drivers are able to drive at their desired 
speed. The passing frequency required to maintain these speeds has not reached a demanding 
level with drivers delayed less than 40 percent of the time. 

LOS B – The demand for passing to maintain desired speeds becomes significant, with drivers 
delayed in platoons (multiple vehicles following closely) up to 50 % of the time. 

LOS C – Traffic volumes are increasing, resulting in a noticeable increase in platoon formation 
and size. Passing opportunities become infrequent, although reasonable travel speed is 
maintained. Slow moving and turning traffic may cause congestion. Up to 65% of the time is 
spent behind slower or turning vehicles.  

LOS D – Traffic flow is unstable and passing demand is high, but passing capacity approaches 
zero. Turning vehicles and roadside distractions cause major interruptions in the traffic stream. 
Platoon size increases to 5-10 vehicles on average, delaying vehicles up to 85 % of the time. 

LOS E – Average travel speeds will likely be less than half the speed limit  and greater than 85% 
of the time is spent in platoons behind slower or turning vehicles, as passing becomes virtually 
impossible. 

LOS F – Traffic flow is heavily congested as traffic demand exceeds the capacity of the 
roadway. 
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The section of Route 122 between the Worcester Town Line and the signalized intersection in 
Paxton Center was the only regularly “congested” part of the entire Byway as shown in the 
2006 LOS analysis. This section is shown in Table 7-6 as the first four segments in Paxton (the 
fourth terminating at West Street). The LOS in these four segments ranged from “C” to “E”.  As 
shown in Table 7-7, the rest of the Byway was found to have an excellent level of service, 
mostly rated at “A’ or “B”, with only minimal delays in Barre Center. As stated previously, the 
Regional Travel Demand Forecast Model has projected a 1% annual increase in traffic volumes 
(at most) along the Byway through 2030 for each of the five communities, therefore the levels 
of service shown in Table 7-7 are not expected to change in the foreseeable future. 
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Table 7-6 - Travel Demand Model Estimated Daily Traffic Volume 

 
      2006 Estimated Daily Traffic Volume 2030 Estimated Daily Traffic Volume 
Town From To NB SB Total NB SB Total 
Paxton Worcester-Paxton T.L. Rte 56 6390 6410 12790 9810 9830 19640 
Paxton Rte 56 Grove St 7280 7310 14590 10990 11060 22040 
Paxton Grove Street Crowning Shield Dr 6320 6350 12670 9840 9930 19770 
Paxton Crowning Shield Dr West St/Common St 6320 6350 12670 9840 9930 19770 
Paxton West St/Common St Brigham Rd 3330 3320 6650 5520 5520 11040 
Paxton Brigham Rd Paxton-Rutland T.L. 3330 3320 6650 5520 5520 11040 
Rutland Paxton-Rutland T.L. Irish Ln 2280 2260 4540 3690 3690 7380 
Rutland Irish Ln Pleasantdale Rd 2280 2260 4540 3650 3650 7300 
Rutland Pleasantdale Rd Rutland State Park Rd 2120 2090 4200 3410 3410 6820 
Rutland Rutland State Park Rd Rutland-Oakham T.L. 4010 3890 7900 5790 5630 11420 
Oakham Rutland-Oakham T. L. North Brookfield Rd 4010 3890 7900 5790 5630 11420 
Oakham North Brookfield Rd Old Turnpike Rd 2380 2260 4640 3320 3170 6480 
Oakham Old Turnpike Rd Poverty Square Rd 1580 1570 3150 2440 2430 4870 
Oakham Poverty Square Rd Coldbrook Rd 1550 1540 3100 2420 2410 4830 
Oakham Coldbrook Rd Oakham-Barre T.L. 1990 1970 3960 2980 2960 5940 
Barre Oakham-Barre T.L. Vernon Ave 1990 1970 3960 2980 2960 5940 
Barre Vernon Ave Valley Rd 2500 2490 4990 3460 3450 6910 
Barre Valley Rd Summer St 2170 2160 4330 2970 2960 5930 
Barre Summer St Exchange St 2840 2850 5690 3790 3770 7560 
Barre Exchange St South St 2710 2750 5460 3610 3650 7250 
Barre South St School St North 4040 4070 8110 5060 5100 10160 
Barre School St North Pleasant St/West St 3140 3180 6320 4010 4060 8070 
Barre Pleasant St/West St Barre-Petersham T.L. 670 670 1340 920 920 1840 
Petersham Barre-Petersham T. L. Pat Connor Rd 670 670 1340 920 920 1840 
Petersham Pat Connor Rd South St 750 740 1490 1030 1020 2050 
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Table 7-6 - Travel Demand Model Estimated Daily Traffic Volume 
 

      2006 Estimated Daily Traffic Volume 2030 Estimated Daily Traffic Volume 
Town From To NB SB Total NB SB Total 
Petersham South St South Main St 500 490 990 660 660 1320 
Petersham South Main St Hardwick Rd 490 480 970 640 640 1280 
Petersham Hardwick Rd West St 630 630 1270 820 820 1650 
Petersham West St New Athol Rd 990 990 1980 1220 1220 2430 

Petersham New Athol Rd 
Petersham-New Salem 
T.L. 960 960 1930 1180 1180 2370 
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Table 7-7 - Roadway Segment Level of Service (LOS) 

 
   2006 2030

Town From To LOS LOS
Paxton Worcester-Paxton T.L. Rte 56 D D 
Paxton Rte 56 Grove St D E 
Paxton Grove St Crowning Shield Dr C D 
Paxton Crowning Shield Dr West St/Common St C D 
Paxton West St/Common St Brigham Rd B C 
Paxton Brigham Rd Paxton-Rutland T.L. B C 
Rutland Paxton-Rutland T.L. Irish Ln A B 
Rutland Irish Ln Pleasantdale Rd A B 
Rutland Pleasantdale Rd Rutland State Park Rd A B 
Rutland Rutland State Park Rd Rutland-Oakham T.L. C C 
Oakham Rutland-Oakham T.L. North Brookfield Rd C C 
Oakham North Brookfield Rd Old Turnpike Rd A B 
Oakham Old Turnpike Rd Poverty Square Rd A A 
Oakham Poverty Square Rd Coldbrook Rd A A 
Oakham Coldbrook Rd Oakham-Barre T.L. A B 
Barre Oakham-Barre T.L. Vernon Ave A B 
Barre Vernon Ave Valley Rd A B 
Barre Valley Rd Summer St A B 
Barre Summer St Exchange St B B 
Barre Exchange St South St B B 
Barre South St School St North B C 
Barre School St North Pleasant St/West St A B 
Barre Pleasant St/West St Barre-Petersham T.L. A A 
Petersham Barre-Petersham T.L. Pat Connor Rd A A 
Petersham Pat Connor Rd South St A A 
Petersham South St South Main St A A 
Petersham South Main St Hardwick Rd A A 
Petersham Hardwick Rd West St A A 
Petersham West St New Athol Rd A A 
Petersham New Athol Rd Petersham-New Salem T.L. A A 
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Other Modes of Travel 
 
There is no public transit service in any of the Byway communities. The one active railroad is the 
MassCentral Railroad Corporation, which provides rail freight service in the Ware River Valley 
from Palmer, northeast to the terminus in South Barre.  This railroad recently moved its 
headquarters to South Barre, where it plans to create an intermodal center. It is not expected to 
generate substantial additional truck traffic in the area. 

Safety Analysis & Crash Data 
 
Motor vehicle crash data for the Byway corridor was collected from the Massachusetts Highway 
Department as well as from each of the community’s police departments for the years 2004-
2006. Table T-8 contains the crash rate for selected intersections along the Byway, with a 
comparison to regional and Statewide average crash rates. The purpose of including crash data 
in this report is to highlight dangerous locations in order to generate solutions, while retaining 
the scenic nature of the Byway. To this end, major road widening and the installation of traffic 
signals should only be considered after other less intrusive solutions are analyzed. At some 
intersections, simply removing overgrown vegetation to improve visibility could improve safety 
(for vehicles pulling out of Route 148 on to Route 122, for example). At intersections with short 
sight line distances, such as on Route 122 approaching Route 148 and Old Turnpike Road, 
adding warning signage may be adequate to reduce the number of crashes. However more 
substantial improvements may be needed at locations such as the Pleasantdale Road intersection 
in Rutland. As shown in Table T-9, the crash rate there was calculated at 2.24 – more than three 
times the regional average crash rate of 0.69 for this type of roadway. It may be warranted to 
investigate the federal standards for traffic controls to determine if there is a need for a traffic 
signal at this intersection. The only other intersections along the Byway with crash rates that 
surpass the regional and Statewide crash rates are at Route 122A in Rutland, and at Route 32 
and South Main Street in Petersham. Safety improvements should probably be considered at 
these locations as well.  

Table 7-8 - Crash Rates for Selected Intersections (along Route 122) 
 

Town Intersecting Road 
# of Crashes 
(2004 - 2006) 

Calculated 
Crash Rate 

*MHD District 3 
Avg Crash Rate 

Statewide 
Avg Crash 

Rate 
Paxton Rte 56/Reservoir Rd 6 0.37 0.69 0.58 
  Rte 31/West St 8 0.43 0.87 0.75 
Rutland Pleasantdale Rd 17 2.24 0.69 0.58 
  Rte 122A 8 1.22 0.69 0.58 
Oakham Rte 148 4 0.42 0.69 0.58 
Barre Rte 32/Rte 62/South St 2 0.25 0.69 0.58 
Petersham Rte 32/South Main St 3 1.00 0.69 0.58 

*MassHighway Department District 3, includes 77 communities in central Massachusetts 
Source: MassHighway Dept & Byway police departments 
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A listing of all the reported accidents along the Byway (Route 122) is captured in Table 7-9 
below. The data shown includes crash severity, manner of crash, and road and light conditions. 

Table 7-9 - Crash Statistics 
 

  Paxton Rutland Oakham Barre Petersham Total
Length of Roadway (Miles) 5.4 4.8 2.9 8.3 7.6  
              
Total Number of Reported Crashes 79 45 16 16 10 166 
Crash Severity             
Property damage only 57 32 4 8 8 109 
Fatal injury 1 0 1 0 0 2 
Non-fatal injury 20 12 10 2 1 45 
Not reported 0 1 0 5 1 6 
Unknown 1 0 1 1 0 3 
Manner of Crash             
Angle 18 17 3 3 1 42 
Head-on 5 1 1 1 0 8 
Rear-end 34 5 3 4 0 46 
Sidewipe, opposite direction 2 3 1 1 1 8 
Sidewipe, same direction 4 3 8 1 0 16 
Single vehicle crash 15 16 8 5 8 52 
Not reported 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Unknown 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Road Conditions             
Dry 55 28 11 11 5 110 
Snow & Ice 7 9 4 1 3 24 
Wet 17 7 1 4 2 31 
Not reported 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Light Conditions             
Dark 13 10 5 8 5 41 
Daylight 63 32 11 8 5 119 
Dawn or Dusk 3 3 0 0 0 6 
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Bicycle & Pedestrian Access 

Introduction 
Over the last eighteen years, efforts have been underway at the federal, state and local levels to 
encourage greater numbers of people to incorporate walking and bicycling into their lifestyles. 
The benefits of doing this are many: 

• Greater connectivity to public transportation 
• Reduced roadway congestion 
• Improved air quality 
• Decreased fossil fuel use 
• Improved personal and public health 

 
Bicycle Access 
The Massachusetts Department of Conservation (DCR) has developed a vision for the creation of 
a coordinated network of greenways and trails in Massachusetts. One of DCR’s priorities is the 
creation of a cross-state multi-use trail reaching from Boston to the Berkshires -- the 
Massachusetts Central Rail Trail (MCRT). It is envisioned as a non-motorized multi-use trail that 
will follow the entire length of the 104-mile rail bed right-of-way between Boston and 
Northampton, passing through 25 communities. Wachusett Greenways, an all-volunteer, non-
profit group, is heading up the effort to build a 30-mile stretch in Central Massachusetts. There 
are 11 miles of a stone dust-surface trail completed through the towns of Sterling, West 
Boylston, Holden, Rutland, and into Oakham. The trail crosses the Mid-State Trail (a long 
distance hiking trail), just past the point where Fishermen’s Road ends at the Byway (Route 122) 
in Rutland.  In 2009 the trail was completed to the Route 122 grade crossing in Oakham. Also 
located adjacent to the Byway is the Ware River Rail Trail, an unpaved multi-use trail. It follows 
along 15 miles of a former rail corridor that passes through five Massachusetts communities, 
starting in Barre, along the Ware River. A more detailed analysis of the recreational trails along 
the Byway Corridor can be found in the recreational chapter of this Plan.   

The stretch of Route 122 from Paxton to the Barre Town Line is considered one of the safest, 
most desirable on–road cycling areas in the region by regional cycling clubs, such as the Seven 
Hills Wheelmen. Along this stretch of the Byway, the terrain is flat; there are wide shoulders, 
minimal traffic, and beautiful natural views. The section just northwest of Barre Center, with 
similar roadway characteristics, is equally desirable for cycling.  

Pedestrian Access 
Much of the Byway is not well-suited for pedestrian use. There are large shoulders along some 
long stretches in Rutland, Barre, and Petersham; however the only sidewalks are located in  
Barre and Paxton Center. In Paxton, the existing sidewalk satisfactorily provides pedestrian 
access to the commercial enterprises that are located there; however there is no sidewalk adjacent 
to the Town Common, on the opposite side of the street.  In Barre, the existing sidewalks allow 
for pedestrian access along one side of a busy strip mall and around and through some sections 
of the Town Common. However, there are no walkways through the aforementioned strip mall 
parking lot, which also serves as an actual roadway – Mechanics Street. In addition, the 
multitude of streets that converge in this area and slice the Common into multiple sections make 
it dangerous and confusing for pedestrians to navigate between the parking lots, the commercial 
entities and the Common. As mentioned previously in this chapter, a project is planned to 
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remove the substandard roadway geometry, delineate the roadways and parking more clearly, 
and create safer pedestrian access. 
 
The Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission (CMRPC) is currently in the 
beginning stages of putting together a Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, which will include 
an inventory of existing bicycle and pedestrian facilities, as well as recommendations for 
improving safety and developing new facilities. This, along with the State’s Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Plan, could serve as useful resources for enhancing existing and developing new 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  
 



Chapter  8 
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CHAPTER 8 - GOALS FOR THE LOST VILLAGES SCENIC BYWAY 

The following goals for the Lost Villages Scenic Byway were developed in concert with Byway 
stakeholders. An Implementation Committee should be established to facilitate improved 
resource coordination/communication between municipalities and local, state and federal 
agencies to assist in meeting these goals and objectives. 
 
I. Preserve the rural and scenic character and important viewsheds 

A. Promote Chapter 61, agricultural preservation restrictions and other land 
protection strategies. 

1. Identify priority areas for protection 
2. Build awareness among land owners and town agencies regarding 

methods of land protection and conservation 
3. Build capacity and develop resources for land protection and conservation 
 

B. Explore appropriate design standards and zoning regulations for new development 
along the Byway. 

1. Review existing development design and conditions, and then review 
design standards, dimensional requirements in the zoning bylaws of each 
town. 

2. Work with communities to develop consistency in design guidelines. 
 

II. Promote greater awareness of the Byway and its cultural, historical, natural, 
environmental, and recreational resources 

A. Document and preserve history 
1. Investigate oral history projects within area schools for use in guided 

tours. 
2. Coordinate content with local libraries and historical commissions 

B. Promote low-impact tourism 
1. Promote non vehicular travel 
2. Promote responsible waste management 
 

C. Develop byway identity  
1. Develop signage along the Byway  
2. Develop way-finding signage to and from the Byway and to various sites 

of interest 
3. Strategic marketing plan to include: 

a. Creation and dissemination of informational brochures to 
media, chambers of commerce, regional tourism agencies, 
travel agencies, visitor centers, restaurants, etc. 

b. Media contact 
c. Website   
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III. Protect the character of historic districts and town centers. 

A. Explore appropriate design standards and zoning regulations for new development 
along the Byway. 

1. Review existing development design and conditions, and then review 
design standards, dimensional requirements in the zoning bylaws of each 
town. 

2. Work with communities to develop consistency in design guidelines. 

B. If there is no designated local historic district in a town, explore the steps to seek 
designation. 

IV. Maintain and enhance the quality of recreational experiences available to Byway 
users. 

A. Preserve access to conservation and recreation areas. 

B. Promote continued development and maintenance of multi-use trails (i.e. MCRT). 

C. Encourage development of recreational and sports related businesses and 
businesses that users are attracted too (ice cream, coffee, deli’s) 

1. Identify existing or needed tourist services. 
D. Maintain and encourage usability and safety for various recreational users 

including 
1. Bicyclists and pedestrians, such as wider shoulders and limited curb cuts. 
2. Boating and water resource users 
3. Hunters 
4. Trail users 

 
V. Promote appropriate development, whether it is residential or commercial.  

A. Explore the possibilities of a corridor overlay zoning district across the Byway 

VI. Support local businesses. 
 

A. Explore grant programs for small businesses 
B. Coordinate a “Buy Local” campaign 

VII. Work with MassHighway and local DPWs to maintain and enhance the safety of 
the Byway and all of its intersections.  
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