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CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
April 25, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
In-Person/Hybrid Meeting

Attending Officers

Attending Sub-Regional Delegates

Chair: Howard Drobner, Boylston

North: Otto Lies, Holden

Vice Chair: Robert Hassinger, Grafton

Northeast: Julianne Hirsh, Northborough

Treasurer: Daniel Schur, Westborough

Southeast: Walter Baker, Sutton

Asst. Treas.: C. Richard Williams, Rutland

Southwest: Andrew Coles, Auburn

Clerk: Timothy H. Wheeler, Berlin

Central City: David Quiroa, Worcester

Asst. Clerk: Barur Rajeshkumar, West Boylston

Staff:

Janet A. Pierce, Executive Director

Sujatha Krishnan, Dep. Dir., Transportation

Trish Settles, Dep. Dir., RCCP

Anthony Senesi, Communications Coordinator

1. callto Order:

Chairman Howard Drobner called the April 25, 2024, Executive Committee meeting to order at

7:17 p.m. with a roll call to establish a quorum.

2. Approval of Minutes

Mr. Williams made a motion to accept the minutes of the March 28, 2024, Executive Committee
Meeting, seconded by Mr. Rajeshkumar. Motion Approved.

3. Public Comment:
None

4. Executive Director’s Report
a. Staffing and Administration:

® Ms. Pierce stated that Jeffrey Howland began working at CMRPC on April 1, 2024, as the
Senior Transportation Planning Engineer. Ms. Pierce noted that he will begin working
part-time because of a temporary position in the Town of Sturbridge that he is currently

completing.

® Ms. Pierce stated that John O’Leary will begin working at CMRPC on April 29, 2024, as a
Community Development Principal Planner.

® Ms. Pierce described recent updates with the Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (CPRG).
Ms. Pierce stated that the CPRG grant application documentation was uploaded online
but not officially submitted by the deadline, which made the application ineligible for
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review. Ms. Pierce stated that CMRPC appealed to the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), however, the EPA denied the appeal for the application to be considered as
submitted. Members of the Executive Committee recommended that CMRPC
Administration reach out to the region’s Federal delegation. Ms. Pierce stated that
CMRPC'’s staff will work to find funding opportunities at the local, state and federal level
for the projects that were developed.

Ms. Pierce stated that the Annual Meeting & Awards Dinner will be on June 13, 2024, at
Wachusett Mountain. Ms. Pierce stated that the 2024 Service Award will be given to Mr.
Williams.

Transportation

Ms. Krishan stated that CMRPC is planning to hold a regionwide DPW Administration
meeting to discuss transportation planning and engineering services that can now be
developed by Mr. Howland’s new position at CMRPC.

Ms. Krishnan stated that the CMMPO Environmental Consultation occurred early in the
month of April and was successful.

Ms. Krishnan stated that the WRTA has the longest consecutive fare-free program in the
United States, and that there are potential future funding sources that are being
considered.

Regional Collaboration and Community Planning

Ms. Settles stated that the Environmental & Resiliency Planning team is working to find
funding sources for CPRG related prospective projects.

Ms. Settles stated that several communities have been reaching out to CMRPC for
assistance with updating their Hazard Mitigation Plans.

Ms. Settles stated that the series of Open Office Hours for project development have
been successful and will continue each week.

5. Approval of Warrant for Payment of Bills and Review of Financial Statements:

Executive Director Janet Pierce presented Warrant #24-10 for the payment of bills as required
by Section 7, Chapter 40B, for the month of April 2024 totaling $137,871.89.

Mr. Williams made a motion to approve Warrant #24-10 for the month of April 2024 in the
amount of $137,871.89, seconded by Mr. Coles. Motion approved.

6. Committee and Sub-Regional Briefings

a. Transportation - Mr. Hassinger stated that the Transportation Committee
recommended the endorsement of the Proposed 2025-2029 TIP Amendment #7. Mr.
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Hassinger stated that the CMMPO Draft 2025-2029 TIP Highway and Transit Project
Listings were presented at the Committee meeting.

Legislative Affairs — None.

Physical Development — None.

Rural Caucus — None.

Southern Worcester County Economic Development Organization — None.

I

Sub-Regional Update - Mr. Rajeshkumar stated that West Boylston’s upcoming Town
Meeting will consider voting on an override.

7. New Business: None.
8. Adjournment:
Upon a motion by Mr. Williams, seconded by Mr. Rajeshkumar to adjourn at 8:35 p.m. The vote

by roll call was unanimous. Motion approved.

Respectfully submitted by Anthony Senesi, CMRPC.



