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CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

April 30, 2026 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
Virtual Meeting 

 

Attending Officers Attending Sub-Regional Delegates 
Chair: Daniel Schur, Westborough North: Otto Lies, Holden 

Vice Chair: Robert Hassinger, Grafton Southwest: William Trifone, Dudley 

Clerk: Timothy H. Wheeler, Berlin West: Jared Grigg, Spencer 

Treasurer: Andrew Coles, Auburn Southeast: Mary Bulso, Blackstone (left 8:28pm) 
Asst. Treasurer: Howard Drobner, Boylston  

Asst. Clerk, Barur Rajeshkumar, West 
Boylston (left 7:46pm) 

 

Staff:  Not In Attendance: 
Janet A. Pierce, Executive Director  Central City: David Quiroa, Worcester 

Sujatha Krishnan, Dep. Dir., Transportation Northeast: Julianne Hirsh, Northborough 
Trish Settles, Dep. Dir., RCCP  
Stephanie Toupin, Dep. Dir., Administration  

Sherrie Haber, Executive Assistant  

Anthony Senesi, Communications 
Coordinator 

 

 

Call to Order:  

Chair Schur called the April 30, 2026, Executive Committee meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. 

with a roll call to establish a quorum. 

 

Approval of Minutes-  

Motion: to accept the minutes of the March 26, 2026, Executive Committee Meeting. Made 

by Mr. Hassinger, seconded by Dr. Coles. Roll Call vote. Motion Unanimously Approved 

with an abstention from Mr. Grigg. 

 

Motion: to accept the minutes of the April 16, 2026, Executive Committee Meeting. Made 

by Mr. Hassinger, seconded by Dr. Coles.  

Ms. Pierce would like to note that the minutes indicate that she guarantees the audit will 

not be late again. She would like to add that although she will do her best she has no 

control over the auditing firm and their process. Mr. Hassinger and Dr. Coles agreed to 

amend the motion to include the addition. 

Roll Call vote. Motion Unanimously Approved. 
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Public Comment:   

None. 

 

Executive Director’s Report: 

• Administration (Janet Pierce) 

• The audit has been filed with the federal clearinghouse. The date submitted will 

show April 29th. Dara Griswold also requested an updated final audit from the 

company that will be put on our website. Final payment will not be made until it is 

received. Ms. Pierce and Connor Robichaud are working on an RFP for next year.  

• Human Resources (Stephanie Toupin) 

• Ms. Toupin gave a presentation on the new AI policy. She explained that it is to 

establish a framework for responsible, ethical and transparent use of AI. The guiding 

principles are accuracy and integrity, transparency, privacy and security and 

professional judgement. It will have permitted and non permitted uses and some 

may require permission of the Executive Director. It will require human oversight 

and documentation. The policy will remain a living document with will reflect rapidly 

evolving AI best practices. 

• Mr. Hassinger asked if we are asking for the same transparency in contracts. Ms. 

Toupin stated that it has been discussed and some there is language that will be 

added to the contracts of consultants. 

• Mr. Schur asked if we are paying for a premium service so our information is not 

out there. Ms. Toupin stated that a service has not been identified yet. Matt 

Franz is looking at software. She added that there are individual accounts for 

Grammarly and Copilot. Mr. Schur stated that the policy is a great start.  

• Resignation: Emily Whitaker-Smith, Public Health Training Manager. 

• Hiring: Sean-Michael Tantinarawat, full-time Public Health Regional Trainer started 

April 1st. Alyssa Rusiecki, part-time Public Health Regional Trainer starts Monday. 

• Available: Landu Use & Comprehensive Planning Principle Planner is in the second 

round of interviews. There are 115 candidates for summer internships. A 

Transportation Data Collection Intern position has been posted for Holy Cross. 

• Transportation (Sujatha Krishnan) 

• The TIP is out for public review and comment. 

• Staff are working on grants, One Stop and Grant Central round 2.  

• Ms. Krishnan gave a presentation on Transportation Funding. She explained that 

there are long term, medium term and short term projects and gave criteria to 

explain. Long term projects are funded through MPO’s TIP, Federal discretionary 

grants, community funding and MassDOT funding. Medium term projects are funded 

through MassDOT programs, Federal discretionary grants, other state grants, MPO 
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funding and private funding. Short term projects are funded through MassDOT 

programs, non-profit funding, MPO funding and community funding. Overall, it is 

important to identify a town staff or department champion, to clearly identify 

Transportation committee’s responsibilities and jurisdiction and to prioritize 

projects.  

• Regional Collaboration and Community Planning (Trish Settles) 

• Meetings: There have been two Community One Stop workshops (1 hybrid and 1 

virtual) 

• The Worcester County Climate Summit was held in Gardner and Dani Marini -King 

made good connections. 

• CMRPC participated in an Earth Day clean up that was cosponsored by REC 

• Dominique DuTremble and Mike Maughn-Brown attended the National Planning 

Conference in Detroit. They learned a lot in the three days of workshops and are 

excited to bring the information back. 

• Dani Marini-King spoke at the Regional Conference in Plymouth discussing 

watershed planning. 

• Upcoming activities: 

o Central Mass Grown 

o CHAPA Policy Leadership Council 

o Kerrie Salwa is hosting NERDE on May 13th 

o Regional Dialogue on data centers 

o Regional Public Health meeting on the 27th 

o Battery energy storage systems. 

• Closing out a lot of Hazard Mitigation Plans 

• The Barre Master Plan was approved 

• Filed CDBG for Athol ($950K), Dudley ($950K), North Brookfield ($950K), Spencer 

($925,800) and a regional application for West Brookfield, Hardwick, Barre and East 

Brookfield ($483K) 

• Submitted applications for REAP competitive grants and BRIC grants. 

• RCCP staff has been working on grants. 

o Filed CDBG for Dudley ($950K), North Brookfield ($950K), Spencer ($925K) and a 

regional application for West Brookfield, Hardwick, Barre and East Brookfield  

o Submitted applications for REAP competitive grants and BRIC grants. 

o Community One Stop – 20 applications are being worked on including work on 

master plans, zoning bylaws, subdivision rules, regional trail plan, housing 

production, village center planning, etc. 
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• Ms. Pierce and Ms. Settles met with Hardwick on how to make the most of their 

opportunities and how to articulate strategies so we can add narrative and bring 

plans together. 

Update on Mileage Tax Legislation 

• At the last meeting Mr. Schur asked for an update on the legislation. Mr. Schur updated 

the committee that Hannah Kane does not think it is going anywhere but will keep an 

eye on it.  

• Mr. Schur agreed that it is not included as part of the MVP funding as that would be 

funded as part of the bond. It is part of the Mass Ready Act Bill 350 and this was 

confirmed by Mr. Senesi. Mr. Schur asked Mr. Senesi to go over the MVP information. 

o All of our communities benefit significantly from the MVP program and it also affects 

the CMRPC staff. CMRPC has been asked by the coalition to sign on to support 

funding for the program with other RPAs. Legislative Affairs committee 

recommended support. A vote will be taken later in the agenda. 

Approval of Warrant for Payment of Bills and Review of Financial Statements:  

Ms. Griswold presented Warrant 26-10 for the payment of bills as required by Section 7, 

Chapter 40B, for the month of April, totaling $193.049.94.  

• Motion: to approve Warrant 26-10 for the month of April in the amount of 

$193,049.94.  Made by Mr. Hassinger, seconded by Mr. Trifone 

• Mr. Drobner asked what the software line is. Ms. Pierce stated that she believes 

it is for the Zoom license. 

• Roll call vote. Motion approved unanimously. 

Committee and Sub-Regional Briefings: 

• Transportation – Mr. Hassinger stated that the committee voted to recommend to the 

draft 2027-2031 TIP. Mr. Grigg asked if it was the TIP or the amendment to which Mr. 

Hassinger replied the TIP. Ms. Krishnan added that it was released two weeks ago.  

• Legislative Affairs – Regarding the vote on MVP, Mr. Senesi added that all of our 

communities are MVP communities. Mr. Hassinger asked for clarification if the 

committee is being asked to join the coalition or to lend support. Mr. Senesi stated that 

the coalition is made up of RPAs, watersheds and MMA and we are being asked to join 

them in advocacy for MVP funding of $100M/year for 5 years. 

• Motion: to sign on to a joint letter in support of the MVP Coalition and allow staff to 

send letters to member municipalities. Made by Mr. Hassinger, seconded by Mr. 

Wheeler. Roll Call vote. Motion Unanimously Approved with an abstention from 

Mr. Grigg. 
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• Physical Development – Ms. Settles stated that they may need to meet to review the 

charge of the committee 

• Personnel – Mr. Drobner stated that they will meet on May 6th. 

• SWCEDO – Ms. Pierce stated that they will meet next week.  

• Bylaw Review – Mr. Trifone stated that the committee met last night and will meet 

again on May 12th. The committee has gone through all the sections and is going 

through a second time before sending to Executive Committee. Mr. Schur asked if an 

extension to September would be sufficient and Mr. Trifone agreed. Ms. Pierce stated 

that it would go to Executive Committee then to legal for review.  

•  Motion: to continue the Bylaw Review Committee through the end of September. 

Made by Mr. Hassinger, seconded by Mr. Wheeler. Roll Call vote. Motion 

Unanimously Approved 

• Sub-regional– Chair Schur asked if there were any updates 

o Mr. Schur stated that Westborough wants to duplicate Kelly Square and many are 

against the changes citing the proposal takes away from parking.  

o Mr. Hassinger stated that Grafton will vote on an override and debt exclusion at 

town meeting and residents are concerned. 

 

New Business:  

• Mr. Schur stated that the Boston mayor has slashed Safe Streets out of the budget.  

• Mr. Schur asked if CMRPC has information on the West East Rail Corridor and if it can 

be sent to him. Ms. Pierce stated that she was a representative on that committee 

and that there is additional funding. She saw a presentation on build out phases and 

it would go from Springfield toward Worcester. Mr. Schur is curious about the timing 

and impact on Worcester. Ms. Krishnan will send information. She added that two 

Amtrak trains are scheduled to be added by 2030 and five by 2033. It is getting 

federal support 

• Ms. Krishnan wanted to add that two of the housing studies and Vernon Connected 

will be presented on the national stage in September. 

 

Adjournment: Having completed all business Chair Schur adjourned the meeting at 8:50pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Sherrie Haber, CMRPC. 
 
Documents:  

• Minutes from March 26, 2026 
• Minutes from April 16, 2026 
• Warrant April 2026 26-10 
• AI Policy Presentation 
• Transportation Funding Presentation 
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• MVP Coalition sign on letter recommendation 
 
 


